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A Community Standout.

Active in Our Community’s 
Growth for Over 25 Years:

• OutReach
• New Harvest Foundation
• AIDS Network
• The Business Alliance
• O.P.E.N.
 (The Out Professional & Executive Network)

Hurley Burish & Stanton, S.C.  
is a dynamic and creative group  
of legal professionals focused on 
getting the best results for you.

We offer individual and business 
clients a full range of services to 
meet the needs of our community.

608.257.0945
hbslawfirm.com

• Domestic Partnership Agreements
• Estate Planning
• Business + Personal Services
• Mediation
• Professional Licensing + Discipline
• Civil Litigation
• Criminal Litigation

Attorneys
Virginia M. Bartelt
Stephen P. Hurley*
Ralph Cagle
Marie A. Stanton*
Howard Sweet
Erik R. Guenther**
Mark D. Burish

Daniel J. Schlichting
Richard A. Coad**
Andrew Erlandson
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Downtown Madison
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Bonnie Raimy is a fashion consultant and owns a personal shopping 
business, Bonnie Raimy, Personal Shopping for Men and Women, 
LLC. She writes a weekly men’s dress-for-success blog for 

thecircle.org where she answers fashion 
questions and comments on ways for guys 
to look and feel their best.

Bonnie caters to those who find 
shopping intimidating and overwhelming. 
She believes clothing should make people 
feel confidant and comfortable, celebrating 
each individual’s interior and exterior 
beauty. Bonnie believes it’s the person, 

rather than the clothes, that 
matter, so she strives to meet 
individual needs, regardless of 
current fashion trends.

Virginia Harrison is a freelance editor and 
fan of kids, books and kids’ books. When 
she’s not marking up and rearranging other 
people’s work, you can find her substituting 
in the Madison schools, planning and 
coordinating the religious education program 
at her Unitarian Universalist congregation, 
or hanging with her daughter and/or partner 
around their favorite Madison haunts. As 
deputy editor of Our Lives, Virginia has 
developed a closer connection with 
her community and its many amazing, 
diverse and generous people. 
Find her at magicwordeditorial.com.

Daña Alder has been an out butch 
lesbian feminist activist since 1974.  
Her friends sometimes tease her for 
stating the obvious (that would be the 
butch part), but she likes the sound of 
all those words strung together.  
She has an uncanny ability to spot 
typos on the printed page, and 
somehow most of those grammar 
and syntax lessons she received back 
in sixth grade stuck with her, so she 
actually enjoys copy editing  
Our Lives and other publications.
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“Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember,  
you have within you the strength, the patience 

and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world.”
—Harriet Tubman

Thank You, Barbara.
I remember buying my first magazine. It was a 

copy of Entertainment Weekly that I got from a local 
convenience store in my small Indiana hometown. 
The unintentional humor of Barbara Streisand being 
on that first cover still makes me laugh. Go ahead. 
You can laugh too, but it really was a profound 
moment for me. I was too young to have a clue who 
she was, but her photo was beautiful and magnetic. 

I remember seeing someone celebrated for being different. To my 
15-year-old self who was just beginning to feel the isolation and 
loneliness brought on by my sexuality, that was life-changing.  
I took the magazine to my mother and as I handed it to her, I told her, 
“I’m going to work here.” She said, “That’s nice.”

Three years later I left Indiana on a Friday night without much 
notice and showed up for my first day at Entertainment Weekly on the 
following Monday morning. As crazy as that sounds, I was desperate 
for role models who could help me accept being different and had no 
visible way to find them locally. So, I went to the only place where I 
had been able to identify them, and along the way, found my career.

I’ve often felt like I was never 
meant to leave my small town. When 
other kids complained of nothing to 
do, I didn’t understand what they were 
complaining about. As a boy, I always 
felt content with how I had been 
socialized. I had a loving family and 
felt proud of where I was from.  
It wasn’t until my sexuality developed 
that I started to feel like I had to leave, 
and even then it wasn’t something I 
willingly wanted to do. I often catch 
myself wondering how different my 
life would be if I could have been as 
embraced by living openly at home.

Four years ago I made the decision to come home, or at least as 
close to it as I thought I could manage. I have to admit that when 
I moved to Madison I wasn’t prepared for the loneliness that met 
me here. In those first few months I struggled to find any glue that I 
could use to begin growing roots. And the first people I found here 
were met with the same challenges that I was facing. Only a few of 
them are still here.

I started Our Lives with an idea to build a magnet strong enough to 
attract the role models that I needed, like Entertainment Weekly had 
attracted me. I thought that if there was an easier way to see and learn 
from each other then the strength of that magnet would grow, and the 
need for people to leave would shrink. Taking inventory on our second 
anniversary of the amazing and courageous people this project has 
brought into, well, all of our lives, has only reaffirmed that belief.

Thank you, as always, for doing your part to keep our community 
growing.

With love,
Patrick Farabaugh
PUBLISHER / EDITOR  ol

our lives Patrick Farabaugh
ourlivesmadison.com

user Patrick
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We are all mechanics—really? How so? We all have the 
capacity to learn technical skills even if we were not 
socialized to believe it is true. So often when it comes 
to mechanical or technical skills, we think, “I don’t think 
like that,” or simply, “I can’t do this.” But what is often 
TRUE is that we have not had the opportunities to 
practice these skills in a supportive environment, nor 
had them adequately broken down, step by step, so 
that we could find success.

Do you see the mission of We Are All Mechanics (WAAM) as a 
form of activism?  Unequivocally, yes! As a way to travel 
under one’s own power, the bicycle has long been a 
symbol of freedom and empowerment, especially for 
women. Within our class series, our goal is to provide 
women with the opportunity to learn and practice 
“unsocialized” skills. What we find is that, after taking 
our class, participants feel empowered on many 
fronts—more confidence with bike work, but also other 
mechanical skills (and might then tackle more complex 
home projects or car repair). As well, it carries over 
to participants riding their bicycles more often and 
for more reasons, including commuting. Commuting 
or running errands by bike is one of the single most 
important things we can do to support the health of 
our environment and to create thriving communities. 

How did you get started? The day I turned eight, I took 
a corner too fast on my new banana-seat bike. Tears, 
gravel in my knee, the pain that often accompanies 
new-found freedom ... I knew I had found love! I began 
bicycling fairly steadily from there. Fast forward to 
my early twenties when I began extensive road-bike 
training. I was still taking corners fast and loving the 
freedom of it! I raced for three years before moving 
onto other pursuits, including WAAM, a team effort of 
India Viola and myself. Founded in 2003, WAAM has 
been steadily building steam and building community. 
I am truly thankful that we continue to fill up our 
monthly classes with awesome women and that we 
have fun hosting a variety of other community-wide 
events each year. 

What tangible/intangible benefits do participants take 
away from the classes? Empowerment, self-efficacy. 
Repeatedly, women come to our class saying, “I want to 
do this myself.” How can I stand in the way of that?!  

How else are you contributing to the strength and well being 
of our community?  I offer classes and private lessons 
in Eischens Yoga (also known as High Energy Yoga). 
I am also an experienced personal trainer, working 
with clients at the Monkey Bar Gym in Madison. I 
work with each individual to help find balance in 
body and mind—to reach your full potential in sport 
or in life. I work with cyclists and runners and other 
athletes. I also work with people for whom movement 
is uncomfortable or foreign due to setbacks related to 
pain or injury.  

Where can we find you to learn more? Besides our regular 
class series for women, we offer workshops in the 
community for all genders. At weareallmechanics.
com, you can add your name to our email list and we 
will update you about upcoming classes, events, and 
workshops. To learn more about the physical training 
and yoga that I offer, email me at alidwyer@gmail.com.

Be proud of who you are. Express your individuality, create a profile and tell us what makes you unique at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

Photographed by Jessica Horn

communityOUR PEOPLE

Pedal to the Mettle
Meet Ali Dwyer. Through We Are All Mechanics, she is 

empowering women, one bike rider at a time. 
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Brought to you by:Sponsored by:

300mile

AUGUST 6–9, 2009  |  WWW.ACTRiDe.ORG

The Wisconsin AiDs RiDe 

Sponsors: Isthmus, Firepower Design, SprintPrint, American Family Insurance, Becker Law Offices, Club 5,  
Dean/St. Mary’s, Kobussen, Our Lives Magazine, Sheraton Hotel, Sticha Bros., The Builder’s Group, Inc., 
TIBIA Massage School, The Mic 92.1 and Pride Radio 92.1-2, Willy Street Co-op.

special thanks to

Help US fiGHT Hiv/AiDS

ONe mile  
AT A Time

Be there for the first mile.
Opening Ceremony  
Thursday, August 6th, 7:00 am, Olin Park

And the last mile.
Closing Ceremony 
Sunday, August 9th, 2:00 pm  
100 block of Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. on the Capitol Square
Welcome the riders home. Enjoy live music before and after the 
Closing Ceremony. 

Go the extra mile.
Donate to ACT 7 at www.actride.org.
volunteer and support riders during their 300-mile ride.
 Cheer on riders at designated cheering stations.  
Check www.actride.org for locations.

TM



10 11JULY / AUGUST 2009 JULY / AUGUST 2009

Honesty.
Integrity.
Reliability.
Nate Mathis
Cell 608-669-3448
Direct 608-443-2531
nmathis@starkhomes.com

Thursdays 7:30 pm 
Opening July 16, 2009
Tickets include dinner and show

 Reservations required 

608-442-5806

2425 Atwood Avenue
Madison, WI

“...my face hurt from laughing. 
It was more fun than I’ve ever 
had at a real wedding...” 

“...A Giddy Experience!”
- Wisconsin State Journal

Subscribe to Our Lives for FREE and have your copy mailed directly to you. Never miss an issue! Support us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

OUR STAGEScommunity OUR PAGES

CALENDARSpotlight and Calendar by Tara Ayres

RIOT ACTS:  
A COMMEMORATION  
OF STONEWALL
StageQ, Perfect Harmony Men’s Chorus  
and Proud Theater
Madison, July 16-18
stageq.com

DAMES AT SEA
by George Haimsohn and Robin Miller
University Theater
Madison, July 9-August 1
utmadison.com

THE TAFFETAS
by Rick Lewis
Stage Works Projects
Stoughton, July 10-18
stoughtonperformingarts.com

LATE NIGHT CATECHISM
by Vicki Quade and Maripat Donovan
Overture Center for the Arts
Madison, July 14-26

OPERA IN THE PARK
Madison Opera
Madison, July 25
madisonopera.org

SWEET-CANNOLI NUPTIALS
by Michael Bruno
WhoopDeDoo Productions
Location, DATES STILL NEEDED
whoopdedoo.org

ONCE UPON A MATTRESS
Music by Mary Rogers, lyrics by Marshall 
Barer, Book by Jay Thompson, Dean Fuller and 
Marshall Barer
Oregon Straw Hat Players
Oregon, August 1-8
oshponline.org

BALLOTS THE MUSICAL
BY ANTHONY LAMARR AND 
HEIDI HACKBARTH
Anthony Lamarr
Madison, August 6-30
bartelltheatre.org

THE PRODUCERS
by Mel Brooks and Thomas Meehan
Middleton Players Theatre
Middleton, August 14-22
madstage.com/companies/middleton.
html

EVITA
by Andrew Lloyd Weber
Four Seasons Theatre
Madison, August 21-23
fourseasontheatre.com

Orphan, clock keeper and thief, twelve-year 
old Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train 
station, where his survival depends on secrets 
and anonymity. But when his world suddenly 
interlocks with an eccentric girl and the owner 
of a small toy booth in the train station, Hugo’s 
undercover life, and his most precious secret, 
are put in jeopardy. A cryptic drawing, a 
treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical 
man and a hidden message all come together . 
in “The Invention of Hugo Cabret.”

This 526-page book is told in both words and 
pictures. “The Invention of Hugo Cabret” is not exactly a novel, and it’s 
not quite a picture book, and it’s not really a graphic novel, or a flipbook, 
or a movie, but a combination of all these things. Each picture (there are 
nearly three hundred pages of pictures!) takes up an entire double-page 
spread, and the story moves forward because you turn the pages to see 
the next moment unfold in front of you.

—Description retrieved from theinventionofhugocabret.com

Like the book he created, Brian Selznick 
is a rare breed in his profession. Very few 
mainstream, popular children’s book authors 
and illustrators are openly gay. Considering 
their market, creators of books for children 
have historically been mum on the topic of 
their sexuality. Selznick, however, mentions his 
boyfriend in interviews and speeches, including 
his Caldecott Medal acceptance speech in 
January. He won this highest honor for children’s 
book illustrators for his groundbreaking book, 

“The Invention of Hugo Cabret.” Here is an excerpt from that speech:
“I certainly don’t have the words to thank my boyfriend, David Serlin. 

I think I can only be described as unbearable to be around while I’m 
working. If he says, ‘Your drawings look good,’ I get angry because he 
obviously knows nothing about art and can’t see all the flaws that I’m 
trying to fix. And if he says nothing, then I get mad at him for being 
unsupportive. He’s really in a no-win situation, yet he manages to handle 
me with patience and understanding and love. He’s a brilliant thinker, a 
respectful listener, and, well, I’ll say it again, a very, very patient man. I 
know that I wouldn’t be here tonight without you, D. Thank you.”

Thank YOU, Brian Selznick, for your willingness to be visibly gay in 
a line of work where this can be professionally risky. —Virginia Harrison

A Genre-bending Children’s Book
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick

reg’s joyous playful approach to art and the-
ater is captivating. A poet, actor, playwright 
and director, he has been acting since high 
school. His high school in Bloomington-

Normal was a laboratory for the university. Instead of 
standard juvenile fare, he worked on avante garde the-
ater with the likes of Lee Breuer. After high school, he 
left the theater, and the Midwest, to study poetry, and 
spent years teaching, editing, translating and writing. 

And he has always loved Shakespeare. When he was 
a kid, the public library had one copy of the Collected 
Works, and he had it checked out for five years.The 
first play he directed, at age 17, was “Twelfth Night.” 

Greg came to Madison to visit his boyfriend here. 
He thought that Madison was a perfect size town, and 
was attracted to how much theater was going on here. 
He decided not to get a theater job, because he says 

that it’s hard for art to survive in commercial theater, 
with many choices being driven by money. Wanting to 
do theater without that financial pressure is a big part 
of the idea behind the Madison Shakespeare Project, 
which Greg describes as “budget-less theater.” 

Greg says that they’re doing something closer to 
actual Elizabethan theater than the costume epics 
most of us are accustomed to. Shakespeare’s theater 
was bare bones: bare stage, borrowed space, hand-
me-down costumes, with almost no distance from the 
audience. Shakespeare festivals are typically outdoor, 
with the audience at least 30 feet from the actor at the 
closest. “That generates a certain kind of big acting. 
We’re going to be doing a very intimate 40-seat house, 
Shakespeare lends himself to intimacy.” 

The Madison Shakespeare Project’s first produc-
tion is “Troilus and Cressida.” Greg wanted to start 
with something that most people have never seen. He 
says, “I saw “Timon of Athens” at APT. The audience 
was on the edge of their seats, no one had ever seen 
it before. “Timon” was illustrative, because the audi-
ence wasn’t comparing it to five other productions 
that they’d seen. The other thing that resonates with 
“Troilus” is the clash between the ideals that people 
are espousing and the reality around them. There are 
gay characters, there’s Panderus.” 

Greg has done a lot of cross gender casting. Kathy 
Sliter (co-founder of the Project) is playing Ulysses. 
“The play is about gender politics, which is probably 
part of why it hasn’t been done very much. Cressida 
betrays Troilus and doesn’t have to pay for it. It’s a 
pretty transgressive play with regard to sexuality, gen-
der and war. He’s writing about the great heroes of 
Homer, and everyone is very recognizable and not he-
roic at all. The worst offense of all, it doesn’t have a 
happy ending, and it doesn’t have a tragic catharsis.” 

“As a director, I don’t want people to have to do 
a lot of preparation. I want the audience to come in 
and not be able to move for two hours, and not know 
that Shakespeare could be this riveting, this racy, this 
much fun. And maybe have them walk out saying, 
‘God our politicians piss me off.’ Four hundred years 
and nothing’s changed. We still treat women the same, 
we’re still waging wars the same.” 

“There’s a danger with the play, since it’s so much 
about misogyny, that it will come across as misogy-
nist. The cross-gender casting is making that self-con-
scious. When you have a woman playing a man who’s 
a misogynist, you see it as misogyny.” 

For more information about the Madison Shake-
speare Project, email: mercury4.48@gmail.com. 

“Troilus and Cressida” will run from September 11 
through October 3 at the MercLab, 930 N Fair Oaks. 
Tickets at the door only. n

Photographed by Roberto Amezcua

Greg Harris and the 
Madison Shakespeare Project

SPOTLIGHT

g
What happens when your passion for language, 
poetry and theater meet your resolve to  
demystify Shakespeare? If you’re Greg Harris, 
you found the Madison Shakespeare Project. 
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LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT!

5k run-walk

family activities

KARAOKE

FOOD DRIVE

INTERFAITH
SERVICESATURDAY, JULY 11, 2009

11:00 AM-10:00 PM
JOANNES PARK
1430 E Walnut ST - Green BAY, WI

www.newpride.org

FIVE DAYS OF CELEBRATION
ART SHOW FEATURING LGBT 

ARTISTS, LEGAL PROTECTIONS 
WORKSHOP, KICK-OFF PARTY 

WITH “MILK”, DRAG SHOW, AND 
SUNDAY BRUNCH VIP PASSES AVAILABLE

Helping our community 
make informed buying  
and selling decisions

EcoBroker®, Realtor®

kimnemacheck.com

Kim Nemacheck

608-213-2906

“Ranked as one of the top family  
and divorce lawyers in Dane County 

by Madison magazine.”

Over 20 years of legal experience
Family, Domestic Partnerships

Wills and Litigations

Mark Borns
Attorney at Law-

255-7600 ~ bornslaw.com
10 Odana Court, Madison, Wisconsin

Everyone deserves Marriage Equality

Editor’s Note: Kathy Flores has multiple sclerosis and is concerned that 
her partner Ann Kendzierski won’t be able to visit her in the hospital or be 
a part of her medical care should she ever become incapacitated. She testi-
fied at a budget hearing in support of Domestic Partnership rights, and the 
next day their neighborhood was leafleted by Pilgrims Covenant Church. 
Kathy turned this expression of hate into positive action by organizing 
her friends to come together and support Fair Wisconsin-and 16 of them 
donated! This is their story.

nn and I have been dealing with health care issues for most of the 
three years we have been together. Four months after we started 
dating, I was diagnosed with an aneurysm and shortly thereafter 

multiple sclerosis was confirmed. For these issues we spent many days in 
and out of hospitals, with many tests and dealing with the general course 
of my disease of MS. Since the beginning, I had a living will in place and 
felt that this would cover Ann and me in a health care setting.

Recently, I had to go in for a fine needle biopsy of my thyroid. I have a 
particular fear around issues of my throat, so I looked into this office pro-
cedure and found that I can have my partner with me when it is performed. 
Having some anxiety around it already, this comforted me, knowing that 
Ann would be by my side. The day of the procedure, despite my efforts to 
calm myself, I was a wreck, and I needed my hand held. When the nurse 
came to get me for the procedure I told her that my partner, Ann, would 

be coming with us. She stated, “No, it’s better if she waits out here.”  
I followed the nurse, thinking that she was just taking me to get ready.  
I brought my iPod with guided imagery along with me just in case.

Once in the room, as she started prepping me for the procedure,  
I started to feel very anxious and asked her to go get my partner. She 
stated, “No, your friend will be much more comfortable in the waiting 
room.” I told her that Ann is not my friend but my life partner and that I 
needed her in the room. She told me that it wasn’t a good idea. I really 
started to have some anxiety at this point, realizing that I wasn’t being 
heard, and I became more anxious. I told her to please check with the doc-
tor about this. When the doctor came in, the nurse explained to him that I 
wanted my friend in the room with me. I once again explained that Ann is 
not my friend but my partner. I then went into an explanation about how I 
am a survivor of domestic violence, and I have a great fear of having him 
place his hands on my throat. After I threatened to cancel the procedure 
altogether, he agreed that Ann could come into the room with me. As I 
waited for Ann, I felt so small and vulnerable-and for the first time in a 
long time, I felt like my voice was small, too.

Because of this experience, I wrote to thank Governor Doyle for add-
ing health-care protections for same-sex couples in the state budget. You 
may think a living will covers you, but it doesn’t include for visitation or 
having someone by your side. As a lesbian, I had no rights in that room. 
I realized on that table that if I tried to sit there and fight it, what legal 
rights do I even have? This Catholic hospital has the right to refuse my 
partner’s access to me.

I copied Fair Wisconsin on my letter to Governor Doyle, and they 
asked me to speak at the Joint Finance Committee meeting, which I did. I 
didn’t realize that my testimony would appear later that evening on televi-
sion and local radio, but many friends and community members told me 

they saw/heard it. The next day, I drove home from work to find my entire 
block littered with what appeared to be political brochures. It was titled, 
“What the Bible Says about Homosexuality” by Ralph Ovadal and his 
hate group he calls a church. The pamphlet explains how gays and lesbi-
ans need to be re-criminalized (re-criminalized because apparently we are 
already criminals in the bible.) So, after asking around in other neighbor-
hoods, I realized that it was just our neighborhood that had been targeted. 
I remembered how this happened years ago to a gay teen’s neighborhood 
after she spoke out about her school’s GSA.

I have worked with LGBT organizations and diversity organizations 
for years. I have done protests and called attention to hate spreaders like 
Ralph. However, my efforts seemed to have done nothing more than pro-
vide the groups more of a bully pulpit to spread their hate. So I drafted an 
email to friends and asked them to combat this hate with action. I asked 
them to send donations to Fair Wisconsin on behalf of Ralph’s work. We 
raised hundreds, and Fair Wisconsin raised even more online as a result.

We face family discrimination as well. My father is a Baptist preacher 
who does not approve of my relationship with Ann. I’ve always wondered 
what would happen if I was incapacitated and unable to make decisions. 
I have feared that he could come in and dismiss my wishes. Luckily I 
have three grown daughters who would honor my wishes, but that doesn’t 
mean that my father would not try to challenge my living will.

I know that my health issues make me seem like someone later in life 
but both Ann and I are only 42 years old! I was perfectly healthy a few 
years ago (or so I thought). I was bike riding, taking on the world, etc. I still 
take on the world as a domestic violence advocate, but I’ve had to make 
major adjustments to my lifestyle and schedule. The facts that I’m only 42 
and that I was perfectly healthy not long ago have made me realize that life 
is too short to live without equal rights. I always thought, “Well, some day 
we’ll have equal protections.” I no longer have time for some day.” n
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In their own words, Fair Wisconsin Leadership Award winners 
Kathy Flores & Ann Kendzierski of Appleton  

exemplify the power we each have to make a difference.

The Courge to Act

Kathy Flores & Ann Kendzierski
ourlivesmadison.com

users KathyF & Good2Give ol
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A message from Fair Wisconsin’s Executive Director… 
It’s been an exciting year for LGBT equality.  After the dark days following 
November 2006, who would have thought that we’d be on the verge of so 
much exciting progress? Last year, we honored our past board presidents, 
going back to 1994.  We existed then and now only because of their work 
and your continued efforts as a donor and supporter.  

We have much more to celebrate this year. Tonight, we honor those who 
have led our recent successes at the statewide and community levels.  

You will soon see Wisconsin enact its strongest LGBT protections in 27 
years, with hopefully more positive progress to follow.  This would not be 
happening without tonight’s statewide leadership honorees,  
Governor Jim Doyle and State Representative Mark Pocan.   

At the community level, our state’s second largest county enacted sweeping 
domestic partnership protections this year.  Four Dane County officials made 
this happen:  County Executive Kathleen Falk, County Board Chair  
Scott McDonell, and Supervisors Chuck Erickson and Kyle Richmond. 

In Milwaukee, a bold billboard campaign educated millions about their gay 
neighbors thanks to the work of Cream City Foundation’s visionary  
Executive Director Maria Cadenas.  And in Appleton, a lesbian couple,  
Kathy Flores and Ann Kendzierski, educated their neighbors by testifying 
in favor of the domestic partnership provisions in the proposed budget and 
in the process, faced unexpected challenges and met them head-on. 

We are honored to have Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin present tonight’s 
awards.  She epitomizes leadership.  As a junior state representative in 1994, 
she was the driving force in our founding.  Today, she is the recognized 
national leader on our issues. Thank you for joining us tonight to celebrate 
our leaders. Their work makes recent advancements and those on the 
horizon possible. 

Glenn Carlson 
Executive Director

Excerpted from the Fair Wisconsin Leadership Awards
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there?Are you

Car Insurance with PERSONAL SERVICE. 
    NO EXTRA CHARGE.

       You deserve a competitive rate on car insurance—and
free personal service from me, your State Farm® agent. Let me help 
   you find the coverage that’s right for you.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
State Farm Indemnity Company • Bloomington, ILP080259  11/08

statefarm.com®

Call me today for more information.

Jim Hartman Ins Agcy Inc
Jim Hartman, Agent
McFarland, WI 53558
Bus: 608-838-4171  Fax: 608-838-0441
jim@jimhartman.com

GSAFE Educator of the Year Scott Lone of  
West Bend East High School approaches his role  

with dedication and courage.

We Shall Overcome

esterday it was sissy, faggot, queer or fairy. Today it’s homo, dyke, 
pole smoker or pillow biter. The slang may have evolved, but the 

message is the same—you’re “different” and you’re not welcome!
Growing up gay and living in the closet were not pleasant experi-

ences. Going to school and wondering if I was the only one—the only 
boy who was gay—was a lonely journey. I suspected that some of my 
friends were like me, but you didn’t dare discuss your feelings with any 
of your friends, just in case your inclinations were wrong and you got the 
hell beat out of you. There certainly were no rainbow stickers in teacher’s 
classrooms, nor were there resource lists posted on bulletin boards to let 
me know there were safe classrooms or resources available to me as I 
struggled as a gay teenager. It is an experience that many of us have had, 
and many teenagers still have, today. I always hoped that if I ever had the 
chance to prevent this from happening to another teenager, I would.

Kevin Jennings, the founder and former executive director of the Gay, 
Lesbian, Straight Education Network (GLSEN), had the same vision and 
ultimately left his teaching job to begin a national organization that would 
become the standard bearer for fighting anti-LGBTQ harassment and bul-
lying in our schools. Today, GLSEN and our state organization, GSA (Gay-
Straight Alliance) for Safe Schools are making a difference so teens don’t 
have to walk alone in their coming-out journeys, like many of us did.

Kevin Jennings inspired me to work on behalf of LGBTQ students back 
in 1999. I met him at a conference on diversity when I taught in Green Bay. 
Throughout my career, I’ve fought harassment and bullying anywhere 
students gather. It didn’t matter if an LGBTQ student was present—it 
shouldn’t matter. We may never know if someone in earshot distance is 
LGBT. My job, our job as teachers, is to make all students feel safe. When 

a teacher signs a contract with a school district, regardless of where the 
district is, they are committing to providing every student a safe place to 
learn. I remind myself of that every April when my new contract arrives.

Students in my classroom know that there are consequences for harass-
ment and bullying. “That’s so gay!” has been virtually obliterated from 
my classroom. Our LGBTQ students know there is a ready and waiting 
resource available to them—to empower, support and encourage them on 
their journeys. Depending on where a student lives, they may feel isolation, 
fear, rejection and self-hatred. Many of us have felt those emotions. Even 
just advocating for our students, whether you’re a teacher who is openly 
gay or a straight ally, can have its difficulties. Colleagues and administra-
tors sometimes don’t understand—some don’t want to understand. Those 
in our communities-at-large are sometimes threatened by the fact that all 
students need to be protected, regardless of their sexual orientation.

But no one said the journey would be easy, for students or teachers. 
As the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., once said, “We shall overcome. 
Before the victory is won, some of us will have to get scarred, but we 
shall overcome.” Many of us have the scars to show, too. Those scars 
are constant reminders that our work is not done. Students walking our 
hallways, sitting in our classrooms, eating in our cafeterias and playing on 
our athletic fields are counting on us to protect them. It’s our job!

Being named Educator of the Year by GSA for Safe Schools only re-
affirms in my mind that each teacher, each support-staff member, each 
administrator has been given a sacred trust—the care and safety of all 
students, be they black, white, Hispanic, Native American, Asian, gay, 
straight or disabled. This is a tremendous responsibility that cannot be 
taken lightly—the lives of our students depend on it. Those of us in the 
education field who have been recognized for our work on behalf of our 
LGBTQ teens cannot rest on our laurels and accolades. While we’ve come 
a long way, we’ve a long way to go to ensure equality and protection for 
all. GSA for Safe Schools can give us the tools to help accomplish this, but 
ultimately it’s up to individuals to see the mission through to its end.

So, on behalf of the LGBTQ students in Wisconsin, I say, “Thank you!” 
to all the teachers, support staff, administrators, parents, clergy, family 
friends, mental health professionals and others who travel this journey with 
them. Together, we can realize our vision for a fully inclusive society. n
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TROUBLE IN WEST BEND
Submitted on 03/04/2009

Dear All,

I’d like to alert you to a challenge the West Bend Community Library is 
facing because of the selection of books on LGBTQ people and issues the 
library has made available in their youth section.  The library board is facing 
ridicule for having books that portray sexual minority people in a positive 
light and for not having books that offer another perspective or “the 
Christian perspective” on homosexuality.

I attended the West Bend Library board meeting last night with Chris 
Daniels, the LGBTQ Issues Director for United Council at UW-Madison. 
Thank you to Chris for initiating the trip.  The meeting was held in West 
Bend City Hall rather than the library because of the expected turnout of 
people to discuss the complaint filed about “the unbalanced bookshelves of 
homosexual books” offered to youth patrons.  However, the meeting ended 
up being canceled because the number of people in attendance exceeded 
the 265-capacity limit of the chambers at City Hall.  The room also included 
all four Milwaukee television stations and other news reporters.

“Christian” literature condemning homosexuality was being passed around 
by several people.  I am aware of one blog out of Madison that encouraged 
people to drive to West Bend to voice their protest of the library’s selection 
of books on homosexuality.  Some of my individual conversations at City 
Hall were filled with appreciation for our making the trip to West Bend and 
requests to bring more people next time.  Other conversations revealed 
the panic some people had because of the library having books that could 
encourage youth to believe that homosexuality is an acceptable “lifestyle.”

At GSAFE we are pleased with the West Bend Community Library for 
making LGBTQ people visible to youth, who often feel isolated as sexual 
minority students.  I hope I can make the next library board meeting and 
that some of you would consider attending as well.  I’ll keep you posted.

Be well,

Cindy

Dear All,

The library board decision in West Bend was very positive: 9-0 against 
removing, labeling, or reclassifying books that have homosexual content in 
the young adults section.

There was a good turn-out of free speech advocates from West Bend at 
the board meeting. Some of the folks from outside of West Bend who had 
a chance to speak were Bill Keys, former board member of the Madison 
Metropolitan School District; Joyce Latham, UW-M School of information; 
Emilio De Torre, ACLU/Wisconsin, and myself.

Deborah Caldwell-Stone, Deputy Director of the ALA Office of Intellectual 
Freedom, was a special speaker at the beginning. She defined the word, 
pornography, to counter the flippant use (she didn’t use the words, “flippant 
use” herself ) of the reference to the library as a porn shop.

On a blog from the conservative group in West Bend GSAFE was mentioned 
as one of the groups from the outside not welcome. The free speech 
advocates from West Bend, however, were extremely welcoming and 
thankful for the presence of supportive people from the outside, and 
brought cookies. As one person said, “This isn’t just a West Bend issue.” 
Another person mentioned that the same group was already working on 
the schools.

The head librarian expressed his gratitude for all of the letters you folks sent 
from around the state!

In gratitude,

Cindy Crane 
Executive Director 
GSA for Safe Schools

| Read the entire thread online |
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RESULTS FROM WEST BEND
Submitted on 06/05/2009
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Photographed by Melody Hanson, Imagine Photography

Depending on where a student lives, they may  
feel isolation, fear, rejection and self-hatred.  
Many of us have felt those emotions.  
Even just advocating for our students,  
whether you’re a teacher who is openly gay  
or a straight ally, can have its difficulties.
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First Congregational
United Church of Christ

www.firstcongmadison.com
1609 University Ave at Breese Terrace

233-9751

Embracing
Diversity

Among God’s
People

An Open and Affirming 
congregation welcoming 

all persons into full 
participation in church life

Rev. Curt Anderson
Rev. Eldonna Hazen

Supporter of Wisconsin Capitol Pride 2009

May 16 | GSAFE’s Celebration of Leadership at Monona Terrace

What baggage are you carrying?
~

Ready to let it go?

experienced help to deal with:
Depression & Anxiety • Relationships & Codependency • Grief & Loss 
Addiction & Recovery • Compulsive Behaviors • Isolation & Lonliness

Jimmy G. Owen, M.S.
Licensed Professional Counselor
(608) 213-7583 
www.madisongaytherapist.com

Brought to you by:

Sponsored by:

 Sponsors: Isthmus, Firepower Design, SprintPrint, American Family 
Insurance, Becker Law Offi ces, Club 5, Dean/St. Mary’s, Kobussen, Our 
Lives Magazine, Sheraton Hotel, Sticha Bros., The Builder’s Group, 
Inc., TIBIA Massage School, The Mic 92.1 and Pride Radio 92.1-2, 
Willy Street Co-op.

 Get tips on training and fundraising, training ride schedules 
and much more. It’s easier than you think. And more rewarding 
than you can imagine.

Thurs., March 5 7pm  First Unitarian Church       

Sat., March 7 4pm  Brink Lounge

Sat., March 21 1pm Willy Street Co-op

Thurs., March 26 7pm  First Congregational Church

Sun., March 29 3pm Prairie Athletic Club

Thurs., April 9 7pm Madison Central Library

Thurs., April 14 7pm Java Cat

Sun., April 19 1pm Nitty Gritty, Downtown location

Sun., April 26 1pm Willy Street Co-op

HELP US FIGHT HIV/AIDS

ONE MILE 
AT A TIME

1MILE

AUGUST 6–9, 2009       WWW.ACTRIDE.ORG      608.252.6540

T H E  W I SC O N S I N  A I D S  RI D E TM 

Act 7: The Wisconsin 
AIDS Ride
August 6–9, Southern Wisconsin
The 7th annual Wisconsin AIDS Ride 
is for people of all bicycling abilities. It 
covers more than 300 miles over four 
days and seeks to raise funds for the 
AIDS Network. Support and cheer on 
the riders and crew at one or more of 
the designated cheering stations. Lo-
cations will be posted on the ACT Ride 
website the week before the Ride.
actride.org 

Subscribe to Our Lives for FREE and have your copy mailed directly to you. Never miss an issue! Support us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

17th Annual OutReach 
Awards Banquet
Friday, July 17, Monona Terrace 
Convention Center, Madison
The OutReach Awards are an ex-
ceptional opportunity to recognize 
outstanding commitment and leader-
ship by our peers. This year, State Rep. 
Mark Pocan will emcee. Tickets are 
$60, $110 for a pair, $400 for a table of 
eight, and $30 for a low income/stu-
dent/senior. Sliding scale available.
lgbtoutreach.org 

community OUR CALENDAR

ORGANIZATIONS

AIDS Network
600 Williamson St., Madison (608) 252-6540
aidsnetwork.org

Bowling Out Loud
beckwith.matt@yahoo.com

Dairyland Cowboys and Cowgirls
dcandc.org

Fair Wisconsin
122 State St., Madison (608) 441-0143
fairwisconsin.org

First Congregational Church
1609 University Ave., Madison (608) 233-9751
firstcongmadison.org

Frontrunners/Frontwalkers
personalpages.tds.net/~tmcclurg

Gay/Bi Fathers Support Group
Doolguy@charter.net

Gay/Straight Alliance 
for Safe Schools (GSAFE)
301 S. Bedford St., Madison (608) 661-4141
gsaforsafeschools.org

Gay Softball League
ssblmadison.com

Gay Volleyball League
madisongayvolleyball.com

Hermanos Latinos
sneal@aidsnetwork.org

LGBT Business Alliance
madisonbusinessalliance.com

Madison Gay Hockey Association
madisongayhockey.org

Madison Minotaurs Gay Rugby
minotaursrugby.org 

New Harvest Foundation
newharvestfoundation.org

OutReach Community Center
600 Williamson St., Madison (608) 255-8582
lgbtoutreach.org

PFLAG - Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays
(608) 848-2333
pflag-madison.org

Perfect Harmony Men’s Chorus
perfectharmonychorus.org

Rural Dykes Association
pswfarm@juno.com

StageQ
stageq.com

UW - Madison LGBT Campus Center
800 Langdon St., Madison (608) 265-3344
wisc.edu/lgbt

Wisconsin Rainbow Families
wirainbowfamilies.com

A representative sampling

Wisconsin Capitol Pride
August 15–16, Alliant Energy 
Center’s Willow Island
A new organization is the host of this 
year’s Pride festival on Willow Island in 
Madison. On Saturday, August 15, the 
festival runs 2:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m. and 
features comedienne Vickie Shaw and 
other local acts. Admission is $5.00. 
The focal point of Sunday’s activities 
is a Pride parade, beginning at 1:00 
pm. Local groups and organizations 
are the focus of Sunday’s events. 
wisconsincapitolpride.org 

Cultural, Social, Service and Nightlife listings edited by Virginia Harrison

OUR EVENTS

Simmer in the Sun: Tuesdays on the Terrace—Open Mic
July 7–August 4, Wisconsin Memorial Union Terrace, 
Madison From 8:00 to 11:30 pm, show your talent on the 
Terrace or sit back and watch local artists perform. Sign-up 
at 7:45 pm. (Rain location: the Rathskeller.)  
union.wisc.edu/studentperformance

Art Fair on the Square
July 11–12, Capitol Square, Madison This popular summer 
tradition regularly attracts more than 200,000 enthusiastic 
fairgoers and is rated among the top fine art fairs in the 
country. More than 400 artists from across the country will 
display unique works in a variety of media.
mmoca.org/events/artfair

 Riot Acts: A Celebration of Stonewall
July 16–18, The Bartell Theater Commemorating the 
40th anniversary of Stonewall, commonly credited as the 
birthplace of the gay liberation movement, Riot Acts was 
co-created by Madison’s three queer arts organizations 
(StageQ, Proud Theater and Perfect Harmony Men’s 
Chorus) and marks their first collaboration.
stageq.com

Maxwell Street Days Summer Sidewalk Sale
July 17–19, State Street, Madison Maxwell Street Days 
provides bargains, culinary delights and music from the 
shops, boutiques, galleries and restaurants along State 
Street. Trivia: Why is “Maxwell Street Days” on State Street? 
Maxwell Street in Chicago was an outdoor “urban bazaar” 
beginning in 1871. In 1975, a Madison clothing store 
founded Madison’s own “Maxwell Street Days.”
maxwellstreetdays.org

Opera in the Park
July 25, Garner Park, Madison’s West Side In what has 
become a beloved Madison summer tradition, Opera in 
the Park features familiar opera hits, the best of Broadway, 
as well as musical highlights from the upcoming Madison 
Opera mainstage season. Performed by the outstanding 
talents of the Madison Opera Chorus, the Madison 
Symphony Orchestra, and some of opera’s brightest stars, 
Opera in the Park is a FREE community event perfect for 
audiences of ALL ages!
madisonopera.org/events/oitp.html

Jazz at Five
August 5–26, 100 block of State Street, Madison Jazz at 
Five, now in its sixteenth season, has become a downtown 
Madison tradition: free concerts in a stunning locale—
where State Street meets the Capitol Square. Jazz at Five 
features the best in local, regional and national jazz talent.
jazzat5.org

ASANA 2009 Softball World Series: Showdown in Madtown
September 1–5, Elver and Olbrich Parks Created in 2007, 
the Amateur Sports Alliance of North America (ASANA)  
is a non-profit sports association dedicated to promoting 
amateur athletics for the gay and lesbian communities. 
ASANA’s current focus is on the development and 
support of women’s softball with 26 member cities.  
The Showdown is about more than just softball, though! 
Check out the website for the complete calendar  
of events.
madtown2009.org

GET LISTED To see your event on this page, be sure to post it on our community calendar ourlivesmadison.com

May 28 - June 6 | StageQ’s Queer Shorts 4 at the Bartell Theatre

June 1 | Second Annual Fair Wisconsin Leadership Awards at Samba
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But production costs were too high, returns too low, and a group of AIDS 
Riders and AIDS Network volunteers and staff decided they could do bet-
ter producing the event themselves, entirely with volunteers. Volunteers 
also knew that a locally produced event would allow for more community 
support, which would ensure that a maximum percent of dollars raised 
would be returned to the people served by the AIDS Network.

The first steering committee had three main goals: to create a ride that 
was a substantial challenge for riders of all levels, but also fun and safe; to 
educate the community, raise awareness and teach tolerance about HIV/
AIDS; and to raise the highest possible return to AIDS Network. This was 
achieved through extensive efforts to keep overhead low with corporate 
sponsorships and in-kind donations of all sorts. Thanks to their persever-
ance, the event has been able to maintain an average return rate of 89% 
for several years now. Each year, AIDS Network continues to find new 
ways to cut costs and encourage participants to raise more funds.

My introduction to the Ride was a whirlwind. Luckily, I had a strong 
steering committee and volunteers with multiple years’ experience with 
the Ride and AIDS Network. They helped me piece together my role in all 
of this. Volunteers on the steering committee handled the route, training 
rides, food, camps, pit stops and so much more. Professionals volunteered 
their time as medical staff, massage therapists and chiropractors. My role 
was to make sure all the parts fit together and keep the Ride on track.

Thankfully, I came in at a good time in the preparation process for 
ACT 4. All major details had been taken care of by my predecessor. I 
focused on learning the registration and fundraising systems, assisting 
with food donations, continuing to recruit smaller sponsors for supplies 
we needed and furthering my education on what the Ride was all about. 
I’d heard people say that being on the Ride for four days is the way the 
world should be all the time—people caring, helping and encouraging 
each other every step of the way. “Change your life. Change your world.” 
That was the slogan at the time, and how true it remains today.

Going into my first Ride, I had been told about all the traditions. I knew 
about Rider Zero—a riderless bike that represented every person we’ve 
lost or who just couldn’t be with us. Not closely knowing anyone who 
had been directly affected by HIV/AIDS, I figured I would remain solemn 
and respectful, but not emotional, during the processional. At opening 
ceremonies, I watched Rider Zero cross the paths of all our riders and 
crew. Then, I realized that I knew a lot of people directly affected by 
HIV/AIDS: everyone there that morning. They wept, remembering their 
friends and loved ones. I wept because I, too, had a reason to be there.

On that first Ride and in every Ride thereafter, I noticed that every 
single person truly wanted to be there. Experienced riders were happy 
because they knew this was like a vacation. Volunteers pampered and fed 
them amazing food. They received massages every day, and set up camp 
each night with the gear that more volunteers hauled for them. All the 
riders had to do was ride. New riders had a look of unexpected elation 
because, even though they’d read and heard what the Ride would be like, 
now they were actually experiencing it.

Crew members work hard. Really hard. Some are up at the pre-crack 
of dawn hammering route signs into the ground to make sure riders don’t 
get lost along the way. Some are up sweating it out in the kitchen prepar-
ing that day’s breakfast or dinner. Others are driving with an inflatable 
menagerie of creatures attached to the tops of their cars so riders can 
identify them. Their job is to keep all riders safe, hydrated and accounted 
for. Thanks to the detailed organization and education the various crew 
captains go through, the Ride operates like a well-oiled machine, after a 
few kinks are worked out on the first day.

In addition to creating a great Ride and to raise the highest possible 
return of funds to the AIDS Network, the other important goal is to edu-
cate. A “community” subcommittee visits and invites the communities 
through which the Ride is routed to participate in and support our event. 
The Ride primarily travels through small towns because the roads are 

ON AUGUST 10,  2008,  I  HAD AN INTROSPECTIVE MOMENT. 
At the closing for ACT 6 I realized how, five years earlier, I could nev-
er have predicted just how much my life would be changed by this one 
event: the ACT Wisconsin AIDS Ride. Unbeknownst to me, ACT 6 was 
my last AIDS Ride. Had I known, I would have hugged the riders, crew, 
volunteers and steering committee members a little harder.

I’d only recently decided to make event planning a profession when I 
moved from Texas to Madison about five years ago. I was thrilled to get a 
job with Madison Festivals, Inc. and work on events such as Kites on Ice, 
Mad City Marathon (now: Madison Marathon) and the Taste of Madison.

The first year was an eye opener; I never imagined helping pull to-

gether these amazing events would take such a toll on me. Looking to 
downsize, I saw the AIDS Network’s ad for a full-time Events Specialist. 
“Planning for a cause” was somewhat new to me, but it excitd me to be 
able to apply my skills in ways that would directly affect others in need.

I started at the AIDS Network on March 20, 2006, the first day of 
spring. By talking to as many people as I could, and through trial and er-
ror, I began to get a grasp on what the ACT Rides were all about. I learned 
that they started out of a labor of love for cycling, for AIDS Network 
and for the life-changing power of this event. Credit for the idea goes 
to Palotta Teamworks, a California company that produced a 500-mile 
bike ride from Minneapolis to Chicago (called Heartland AIDS Ride). 

 ol
our lives Angela Dupont

ourlivesmadison.com
user angace

Changed for life...
changed for good
Wisconsin AIDS Ride Coordinator Angela DuPont reflects upon her involvement with  

the ACT Rides and what she’ll take with her as she says goodbye.

feature

This program is funded by the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health’s Wisconsin Partnership Program

READY TO QUIT!?
R U Ready?R U Ready?R U Ready?

WHY DO WE SMOKE MORE?

One of the leading factors associated with LGBT people 
smoking is minority stress—the stress related to the 
stigma and discrimination we feel in our daily lives as 
LGBT people. Even those who have successfully quit for 
a period of time are more likely to state they returned to 
smoking because of the stressors of our lives.

WHAT WORKS?
• You can double or triple your chances of a successful 

quit by combining strategies. Cold turkey rarely works. 

• Build a social support network among your friends and 
family that cheers you on.

• Work on changing the habits of smoking. Think about 
where and when you smoke. What triggers your 
smoking behaviors? Be aware of the feelings that 
increase your desire to smoke and work on those.

GET HELP. 
Check out www.rm2breathe.org
Call 1-800-QUIT-NOW  for loads of resources, 
including nicotine replacement products.

Every year in Wisconsin, nearly 7,000 
years of life are lost to lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender people 
because of their tobacco use.

Tobacco use represents a private crisis 
for LGBT people in Wisconsin; it comes 
at a huge public cost to us all.

Photographed by Melody Hanson, Imagine Photography
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Linda S. Balisle
- Madison Best Lawyers Family Lawyer of 2009
- Wisconsin Super Lawyer 2005-2008
- American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
-Linda Roberson
- Wisconsin Super Lawyer 2005-2008
- American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
David E. Joanis
- Wisconsin Super Lawyer 2007-2008
Christopher S. Krimmer
- Adjunct Professor of Law “Sexual Orientation

and the Law”
- AIDS Network Pro Bono Attorney of the Year

(2007, 2005)
- Wisconsin Rising Star, Law & Politics
Kevin J. Cords
- Director at Large-Dane County Bar Association
Holly J. Slota
- Author-Preventing and Responding to

International Child Abduction
American Journal of Family Law

David S. Kowalski
- Author: Rush to Relocate: Are Presumptions in

Favor of Relocating Parents in Children’s Best
Interest-American Journal of Family Law

Katherine C. Dimino
- Guardian ad Litem Certification TrainingA team of experienced lawyers committed to the rights of the LGBT Community

Wills  |  Power of Attorneys  |   Partnership Agreements  |   Guardianships   |   Adoption

Child Custody Disputes  |  Non-traditional Families  |   Mediation

131 W. Wilson Street, Madison WI 53703
(608) 259-8702

www.b-rlaw.com

safer. It is those same small towns that need the most outreach. So, ACT 
members attend farmer’s markets, speak at churchs and get articles in lo-
cal newspapers to inform communities what the Ride is all about and why 
they should embrace the riders. Most towns are extremely welcoming. On 
ACT 5, the folks of New Glarus were having a Fireman’s Dance. Before 
the Ride, they invited all the participants to come out and enjoy a beer 
with them. What Wisconsin hospitality!

By the time ACT 7 begins, I’ll be back in Texas. I can’t begin to list all 
the amazing people I’ve gotten to know because of this “job.” I’ve met re-
peat riders, crews and volunteers. Every year I got to meet people joining 
the event for the first time and shared in their excitement and trepidation. 
I’ve watched an inexperienced rider get up that first major hill, then the 
second and the third! They were sweating and almost crying, but by God, 
they did it! Then, the victory of achievement on their first century day 
(100 miles) ever! I am in awe of those moments. For some, the fundrais-
ing is the most difficult part. Then, at Day Zero (registration before the 
Ride), someone shares with them a donation to help them meet their goal, 
and their gratitude, relief and love shines through them.

Just as with HIV/AIDS, the Ride is nondiscriminatory. Every person 
will take away something meaningful and life changing from this event, 
and their efforts will ultimately create something meaningful and life 
changing for someone else. I have no doubt what I am taking with me 
when I leave Wisconsin. First is the guarantee of lifelong friends. You live 
in very close quarters with the riders and crew, witnessing and sharing in 
every tribulation and every victory. Those bonds don’t break easily. There 
have been several couples who met and fell in love through the ACT 
Rides. Even the association of being in the ACT community can bring 
total strangers together in a spirit of camaraderie.

Second, the ACT Ride has taught me that you can accomplish anything. 
I’ve seen riders who knew they couldn’t make it up that hill, or ride the full 
300 miles, or even thought they wouldn’t make their fundraising goal…but 
they did it! I saw crews work on less than four hours of sleep and still keep 
smiles on their faces as they served up pancakes to participants.

I also got to witness all the challenges that AIDS Network clients face. 
Living with this disease is not easy; every day is a challenge. I can’t begin 
to imagine the initial hopelessness that accompanies a positive test. I have 
had the sincere pleasure of meeting and getting to know many clients who 
have the strength and determination to train for and complete the ACT 
Ride. Their courage will stay with me forever.

Much of AIDS Network’s programs and positions are funded through 
federal, state and local programs. But for us to continue to grow and cus-
tomize our services, AIDS Network needs unrestricted funds. ACT is 
AIDS Network’s largest fundraiser of unrestricted funds, which is what 
makes its success so critical. Finally, knowing how important this event 
is to AIDS Network’s continued success as a nonprofit, I will leave the 
agency with a renewed commitment to volunteering and financially sup-
porting other nonprofits whose causes I support. I will volunteer more. 
I will find cycling events (probably one-day events under 30 miles for 
now!) in which I can participate.

It is all of this and more that I learned and will take with me from this 
one event that changed my life. Over the past three years at AIDS Net-
work, I have come to feel an investment in this event. I often joke that 
the Ride is my “adopted baby,” since I did not actually give birth to it, 
but instead, lovingly took it under my wing and helped it to grow. Even 
though I will be 1,000 miles away, I will track the Ride’s growth and suc-
cess, I will stay in touch with all the wonderful people I met through it, 
and it will continue to shape my life in future endeavors. I will be with 
you, riders and crew of ACT 7, from afar. I can’t wait to see you succeed 
and step away, changed for life … changed for good. n
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[1] Clueless 
It’s June of 1969. I am newly graduated from Madison LaFollette High 
School. There is no visible gay rights movement in my world. Homosexu-
ality is never mentioned beyond epithets and extreme stereotypes. I have 
a male friend who’s gay, but I have no clue.
      I watch the Stonewall riots reported on television that summer and sus-
pect they might have something to do with me. I eagerly read Hermann 
Hesse’s “Demian,” drawn to the hero’s longing for his male friend, their 
eventual kiss. My face feels flushed when the neighbor boy shows up 
without a shirt for tennis. I’m not sure what all this means; there is next to 
nothing in my world upon which to base an opinion.
      My high school friend and I go to the Eastwood Theater, now the Bar-
rymore. It’s 1970. Under the flashing lights of the marquee, I encounter 
my first openly gay people. Half a dozen demonstrators protest “The Boys 
in the Band.” One of them hands me a leaflet demanding positive portray-
als of gay people.
      I hate the movie. The characters are pathetic, doomed to a separate 
kind of life. I don’t know why we decide to see that film, but it doesn’t 
help me understand myself any better.  

[2] Caution 
Call it fear. Call it a prudent concern for safety. I walk in the front door of 
a church on University Avenue. It’s 1985. I’m on my way to the Gay Cen-
ter, located in the basement. I’m glad my destination is not visible from 
the street. Its one room is small and comfortable, filled with second-hand 
furniture and unsteady book shelves. I sign up for a coming-out support 
group and then just soak up the pleasure of sitting with men like me.
      The Center’s library of paperbacks and periodicals is a treasure for the 
bookish guy I am. I love “The Best Little Boy in the World.” An acquain-
tance, knowing my chosen sport, gives me a copy of “The Front Runner,” 
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which I read so many times it falls apart. I am disgusted to read in a 
magazine that researchers are quarreling over who discovered the new 
virus that’s killing gay men. I have no idea I will one day stand in front 
of the AIDS quilt and worry that I will find the name of my high school 
friend. I have no idea a member of my coming-out group will die in a 
few years, and I will stand before his partner unable to speak.
      One evening, a staffer takes a call, then hangs up and phones the 
police to report a threat to the Center. We all walk out into the parking 
lot in the dark, fearful of who might be waiting.  

[3] Community
A gay friend and I are checking out the Gay Liberation sculpture in 
Orton Park. It’s 1986. I’m puzzled there is so much controversy about 
these life-size statues. They seem thoroughly benign: two women sitting 
as a couple on a bench, a male pair standing beside them. The contact 
between the couples is chaste — a hand on a shoulder, a palm resting on 
a leg. We’re enjoying ourselves, posing as if we’re part of the artwork. 
We’re laughing at the hat someone has left on one of the figures.
      I’m nervous about my first gay pride march, Madison’s first as well. 
It’s 1988. Though it’s early May, I notice flakes of snow in the air. I 
join the crowd on the Capitol steps and shiver in the wind during the 
speeches. I’m afraid someone I know will see me, even though that’s the 
whole point of the rally. We take a noisy stroll down State Street, then up 
Langdon — frat boys gawking and giving us the thumbs-down. I leave 
immediately after the march. It’s chilly, and I’ve pushed my boundaries 
enough for one day. 

[4] Celebrants 
Abundant sun greets a buoyant crowd of pride marchers gathering again 
on the Capitol steps. Motorcycles and floats, people with placards and 
balloons assemble in the street.
      It’s 1998. Wisconsin Christians United rent billboards in town pro-
claiming “Homosexuality is Sin.” The afternoon of the march, they hire 
a plane to pull a banner above us bearing the same message. The women 
and men at the rally jeer at this display. I’m angry at the attempt to 
sway us away from our innate ability to love. Three words, printed large 
and dark, spoil an otherwise brilliant sky that afternoon; three words 
that would deny the truth that begins in our hearts and threads always 
through our blood.
      I’m at ease, even defiant, among the rambunctious folks on the steps. 
We find strength together despite the sometimes crushing weight of oth-
ers’ disapproval. 

[5] Cavafy 
It’s 1908. Writing in Greek in the Egyptian city of Alexandria, Con-
stantine Cavafy pens some lines that anticipate a time like ours. Cavafy 
loves men and finds men to love, but he is secretive in public. “An ob-
stacle was often there / to stop me when I’d begin to speak,” he writes 
in his poem, “Hidden Things.” “An obstacle was there that changed the 
pattern / of my actions and the manner of my life.”
      That’s my world, the world in which I grow up.
      Cavafy is optimistic about the future. In the last line of his poem, he 
predicts: “Later, in a more perfect society, / someone else made just like 
me / is certain to appear and act freely.”
      I imagine Cavafy looking up from his writing desk to consider people 
made just like him in Madison today. He hears you talking openly in 
the gym and on the bus. He sees you demanding the right to marry. He 
watches you walking hand-in-hand on our streets.

      Not a perfect society. Not totally free. But getting there. n

pride in
progress
The past 50 years in a civil rights 
movement through the eyes  
and perspective of a Madison native 
by Brian Powers.

40 YEARS AFTER STONEWALL

Photographed by Jessica Horn

The author outside  
the Barrymore Theater.



Vincent Price. Headless ghosts. Sainthood. All of this in the town where Wisconsin 
began: historic Mineral Point. In keeping with its role as a place of beginnings, it is 
also the first city in Wisconsin to inaugurate a podcast architectural walking tour. The 
free downtown tour was unveiled to coincide with Open Gallery Night, a quarterly 
event in which art galleries and local businesses are open well into the evening.

Audio portions of the tour include oral histories of Mineral Pointers and their 
memories of each of the important architectural treasures to be found on the tour. Por-
traits of each interviewee and photos of architectural detail are at each stop of the tour, 
as well as images from the Mineral Point Historical Society’s Glass Plate Negative 
Collection. Some of the highlights include the oldest surviving railway depot in Wis-
consin, the grand 1914 Opera House and Pendarvis, the state historic site of Cornish 
miners’ cottages. Vincent Price? Headless ghosts? See for yourself.

Mineral Point is a charming old mining town in the lead region of southwestern 
Wisconsin. Unlike many such towns that were torn down or accidentally burned, 
Mineral Point has survived with its charm intact. Preservation of historic buildings 
began in the 1930s through the visionary efforts of Edgar Hellum and Bob Neal who 
purchased and restored traditional Cornish miners’ cottages, now the Pendarvis His-
toric Site, one of the stops on the podcast tour. The work of Hellum and Neal inspired 
others, many of them artists. Today, Mineral Point boasts nearly 20 artist-owned 
studios and galleries, numerous inns and B&Bs, and excellent dining. The community 
has drawn numerous accolades, including a 2007 designation by the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation as one of the Dozen Distinctive Destinations and People’s 
Choice Awards for The Most Beautiful and Best Wisconsin Town. Travel writer Beth 
Gauper named it The Best Small Town within Five Hours of the Twin Cities.

You can download the podcast, as well as a map of the tour route, from the Mineral 
Point Historical Society website (mineralpointhistory.org). Handicaped accessible 
locations are noted and a transcript of the audio portion is available by request. n

bolder spirits have combined period pieces with 
the ability of interior decorators.” Now, this is pre-
Martha, but how gay can you get? Besides, they 
are described as preparing Café Diablo.

“On the subject of friendship they are equally 
adamant.” Some have “At Home” gatherings on 
Sundays when friends drop in, take off their shoes 
(anything else?), raid the icebox, discuss esthetics 
and have enlightened conversation. “Whenever 
a light is burning in any of these homes it is like a 
beacon of hospitality, for owners have endeav-
ored to make their firesides a haven for unex-
pected guests.” Or was that tricks? From other 
sources, this circle was known to invite boys from 
the traveling rodeos to drop by their firesides.

The Sunday “At Homes” created by a circle of 
friends or family-of-choice were surely a counter-

point to the family Sunday dinners of the straight 
world. They are an indication of the fullness of 
the gay men’s social life that flourished around 
Madison even in the secretive 1950s.

That our journalist was a clear admirer comes 
out in his closure, with a hope for a brighter 
future. “They have dedicated their lives to better 
living in beautiful surroundings with emphasis on 
hospitality, friendliness, informality, and comfort. 
A remarkable experiment that is finding more 
and more adherents each year.”

Can we say, recruit?  Nevertheless, they would 
be amazed at the open gay community we have 
today. And we have their brave efforts at the 
beginning of it to thank. n

 
Dick Wagner (rrdickwagner@gmail.com), openly gay former 
Dane County Board Chair and co-chair of Governor Earl’s 
Commission on Lesbian and Gay Issues, is now working on gay 
Wisconsin history and welcomes topics and sources.

The Sunday “At Homes” created 
by a circle of friends or family-
of-choice were surely a counter-
point to the family Sunday 
dinners of the straight world.
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Richard Melnick creates the first podcast architectural tour 
in Wisconsin showcasing a town’s living history.

MINERAL POINT

“The Last Station Master” by Richard Melnick is one of the photos that will be exhibited as part  
of the new podcast architectural tour of Mineral Point. The tour will use the recollections and stories  
of long-term residents to explore the history of one of Wisconsin’s oldest communities.
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The 1950s were a terrible 
time for gay folk. Their lives 
were illegal and their pas-
sions, criminal. At best they 
were considered “sick.” And 
witch-hunts were begining 
to be stoked by Wisconsin’s 
own Senator Joe McCarthy, 
who ironically had a nick-

name based on his WWII experience, “Tail Gunner 
Joe.” But we’ll tell the story of the pitchfork 
throwers another time. This time, this is about 
underground survival in such a troubling period.

Our tale comes from a newspaper column 
entitled “Rambling Around,” by a news guy who 

wrote in coded language about a gay network in 
the Capital City. Though the terms may have been 
thought safe or discreet at the time, the story 
now seems to scream “Fabulous!”

He begins by discussing how, since his dis-
charge from the army (meaning he was a real and 
patriotic guy), he’s had compassion and picked 
up hitchhikers. While on his way to Madison, near 
Evansville he stopped for a “young man.” When 
he pulled away from the ditch he heard “a very 
commanding voice” telling him to drive to Rich-
land Center 70 miles away to drop the fellow off.  
He notices the person is “pretty well under the 
influence of liquor,” and finds that his rider’s life 
story includes time in the reformatory for young 

men. Lo and behold, the driver finds “reform 
schools don’t rehabilitate errant youth.” And “his 
knowledge of criminal ways and immoral living 
was greatly enhanced during his fifteen-year con-
finement.”  Trying not to display discomfort, the 
driver “questioned him about life in reform school 
until we reached Madison.”  Once in the city, he 
stopped on the Square near a police officer and 
told the hitchhiker to exit and breathed a sigh of 
relief when he did. No doubt thrilling as it was 
to hear about the immoral life of reform school, 
there was likely an end to total compassion for 
hunky hitchhikers for the journalist.

But the real tale of the column was that he 
“spent the weekend with a group of friends that 
are conducting a noble experiment in living.” He 
described the group this way, “Deeply concerned 
over the apparent inability of modern man to 
live a gracious, refined, and hospitable way of 
life in the press of unstable times, these young 
men are attempting in a modest way to recreate 
a friendly, leisurely manner of living.” Remember 
this is the 50s—a boom time of growing factories 
and tract houses in suburbia, but these “young 
men” are having none of it.

Among the group, he notes, you “will find 
representatives in the field of the theater, ballet, 
art, music, politics, literature, horticulture, and 
agriculture. ” It is a list of the gayest professions 
ever, with the presumed exception of farmers, 
but Will Fellows’ book, “Farm Boys: Lives of Gay 
Men from the Rural Midwest,” has shown just how 
many John Deeres were out there, too.

To vouch for their American bona fides, the 
journalist notes that, even though they may con-
verse in French or Spanish “to increase the fluency 
of their acquired tongues,” they are in complete 
accord that “the rabble rousing communist must 
be eliminated from American society. ” So they en-
sured that their ajar closet door was painted red, 
white and blue to avoid the witch-hunts.

Their homes, even though all the men were 
of a very modest incomes, are described as hav-
ing “refined and impeccable taste.” Some have 
modern décor in the land of Frank Lloyd Wright, 
some are showplaces of antiques, “while the 

Our History by Richard Wagner

Early Awakenings and Survival
A newspaper columnist from the 1950s chronicles the hidden life of his friends, 
revealing that even under-cover gay men found community. 

A group of guys from the 1950s standing around 
a house project. Note that in this earlier age 
the interracial nature of the group showed an 
openness unusual for the times.

If the rodeo was in town slim 
young cowboys might be invited 
over to see the gardens.



26 27JULY / AUGUST 2009 JULY / AUGUST 2009

The next morning, we attended the delegate 
meetings (think gay United Nations meets The 
View, topic: softball). The morning began with 
Philadelphia’s sponsored breakfast, which im-
mediately prompted Ben to ask Angela, “Is it 
okay if we eat it?” While breakfast was wrap-
ping up, Philadelphia’s representatives started a 
presentation about their city, which lasted about 
an hour. The presentation was primarily given 
by the woman who runs Philadelphia’s Gay 
Tourism Caucus. She discussed the historic as-
pects of Philly (note their campaign, “Philadel-
phia, Get Your History Straight and Your Night-
life Gay®”) and touted the city’s “gayborhood.” 
Later in the delegate meetings, Philadelphia did 
its official presentation. In summary: nice fields 
with dugouts, a well-known historic city, and 
easy access by major airlines.

Next, it was our turn. First, we presented our 
video while handing out gift bags and cheese 
curds. The bags contained information about 
Madison, numerous letters of support, the red 
Wisconsin softball T-shirts, and mini-footballs 
with “Showdown in MadTown for Series 2009” 
printed on them. (It was Super Bowl week-
end!) To the question, “You’re not an ASANA 
member. Why should we give you the bid?” 
Dawn replied, “Well, we plan on becoming an 
ASANA member after this meeting, and we’re 
just fun, and Madison is a great place for your 
tournament!” Then we were asked, “Where the 
heck is Madison, anyway?” To which Ben an-
swered, “We’re north of Chicago… Did we also 
mention we’re fun?” The mood got a little more 
relaxed, and so did we. We each spoke from our 
hearts about why we choose to live in Madison 
and what having the Series here will be like. We 
also spoke sincerely about the support of our 
community for this event. When the presenta-
tion was over, we looked at each other, satisfied, 
knowing that we had done our best and that it 

was now our of our hands.
While they voted, we went outside: waiting, 

pacing, and wondering if all our hard work was 
going to pay off or if this would just have been 
a fun trip to Seattle. Then it happened—the 
snow. The perfect light snow that reminded us 
of Madison and the winter back home, the in-
ability to show Angela the fields, and all the 
planning meetings we sat through. We were 
called back into the hotel, and Stacey Hayashi, 
ASANA’s Commissioner, said, “Well, it was a 
tough vote, but it looks like we are all going to 
meet Bucky Badger in Madison in 2009!” Just 
like that, it was over. We had won the bid! We 
looked at each other, shocked, and ran out of the 
room-calling and texting folks back home.

Since that wintery day in Seattle, we’ve had 
monthly planning meetings to prepare events 
for the week of the Series; had meetings with 
the City Parks Department, MSCR, and other 
park officials; and hosted many fundraisers in 
support of the Series. As it turns out, the bid was 
the easy part. We hosted ASANA’s winter del-
egate meeting in February and gave an update 
of our plans for Series 2009. We have also of-
ficially become members of ASANA, and now 
everyone in the LGBTQ softball world knows 
where Madison is!

Our work culminates the week before Labor 
Day this year: September 1 through September 
5, when SSBL-Madison and the planning com-
mittee are thrilled to present the “2009 Show-
down in MadTown ASANA Softball World 
Series.” All events are open to the public, and 
we look forward to seeing everyone there! For 
more information, please visit the 2009 Series 
website: madtown2009.org. We look forward to 
this great honor of showing the ASANA mem-
bers and teams what Madison has to offer—a 
fun, vibrant and welcoming community that we 
are all so proud of… just north of Chicago! n

We were waiting outside the Seattle Air-
port Marriot. Then it happened; it began to snow. 
As the flakes fell from the sky, smiles swept 
across our faces. It had snowed a lot in Madison 
that winter. We took it as a sign. At that moment 
we knew we were destined to win the bid to host 
the 2009 ASANA Softball World Series.

At SSBL-Madison’s 2007 fall general coun-
cil meeting, the motion was made and second-
ed: “Should we bid to host the 2009 ASANA 
Softball World Series?” In other words, should 
we invite over 50 women’s softball teams to 
Madison for a week of fun and competition? 
The response was a unanimous “yes.”

ASANA (Amateur Sports Alliance of North 
America) is an organization born out of the 
women’s division of the North American Gay 
Amateur Athletic Association. The World Se-
ries is held annually.

We immediately organized a committee to 
begin putting our bid together, led by Ben Mon-
ty (SSBL’s then Commissioner), Dawn Siebert 
(SSBL’s then Secretary, now Women’s Com-
missioner), and Amanda Berg (a SSBL player 
and former UW softball player). During the next 
months, the three spent many nights together 
planning how to win the bid.

As part of the bid process, ASANA sends a 
representative to tentative host cities to make 
sure they have their bid in order. This is how we 
met Angela Smith, ASANA’s Assistant Com-
missioner. Her southern charm can put anyone 
at ease. Dawn attempted to give her a tour of our 
softball fields, but unfortunately they were cov-
ered under mountains of snow the city dumped 
on them! Next, we took her to a meeting with 
business owners and leaders of non-profit orga-
nizations, as well as a representative from the 
Greater Madison Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau. The meeting was held in Congresswoman 
Tammy Baldwin’s office. Angela was impressed 

and said she looked forward to coming back to 
see more of the city if we won the bid.

Although Angela liked us, we knew we need-
ed to do more to win. We were up against Phila-
delphia, and rumors were they had a breakfast 
presentation planned for the delegation meet-
ing in Seattle. We didn’t have the money to do 
something like that. So instead, Ben wrote an 
impromptu script, and on one snowy weekend, 
we created a video about Madison. SSBL-Mad-
ison member Joe Schraven was our producer. 
We gathered footage of ourselves in front of 
the Capitol, on State Street, at the Monona Ter-
race, at our softball field (playing in the snow, 
of course), and at a Madison Gay Hockey Asso-
ciation game. The video turned out great, hope-
fully achieving our goal to convey that Madison 
is a beautiful city in the summer and home to a 
fun LGBTQ community!

We arrived in Seattle late on a Friday after-
noon to present our bid, carrying 30 pounds of 
cheese curds and over 50 red Wisconsin softball 
T-shirts. First, we met with ASANA’s Board of 
Directors. They had already seen our video and 

noted that we seemed older in person, which we 
took as a good thing, since they were ready for 
a bunch of inexperienced “kids,” as they noted 
later. After the meet-and-greet with the board, 
we attended a delegates’ reception.

This was when our work truly began. It 
quickly became clear that the odds were against 
us. Not only was Philadelphia a much-noted 
tourist attraction, but they were also some-
thing Madison was not at that time—an official 
ASANA member. (SSBL’s Women’s League 
had never played in the women’s division or 
bid for membership in ASANA.) So, starting 
off, we had two strikes against us. Luckily for 
us we knew Angela, and Angela knew every-
one! Using that to our advantage, we quickly 
took the divide-and-conquer approach in our ef-
forts to sell Madison and all we have to offer. 
Usually the first question for us was, “Where 
is Madison?” In shock, Dawn and Amanda re-
plied, “What? We’re the capital city of Wiscon-
sin. How do you not know where Madison is?” 
Ben, on the other hand, just replied, “It’s north 
of Chicago.”
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Stepping Up to the Plate
Dawn Siebert and Ben Monty share how Madison came to host the 2009 ASANA Softball World Series.

Dawn Siebert & Ben Monty
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We each spoke from our hearts 
about why we choose to live 
in Madison and what having  
the Series here will be like.  
We also spoke sincerely about  
the support of our community  
for this event.

ASANA Schedule of Events

TUE, SEPT. 1
ASANA Golf Outing 
Fundraiser
Monona Golf Course

Opening Party and 
Registration
Willow Island at the Alliant 
Energy Center 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Post Party at Club 5
8 p.m.

WED, SEPT. 2
Round Robin Competition
Elver and Olbrich Parks

Downtown Capitol Square 
Bar Crawl

THUR, SEPT. 3
Round Robin Competition 
Continues
Elver and Olbrich Parks

Mad Rollin’ Dolls 
Exhibition Bout
Exhibition Hall at the Alliant 
Energy Center

Post Party at High Noon 
Saloon

FRI, SEPT. 4
Tournament Play Begins
Elver and Olbrich Parks

MadTown 
Burlesquecapade
Majestic Theatre

Bus to Potawatomi Bingo 
Casino in Milwaukee
Pick up at Inn on the Park  
at 8 p.m. and Sheraton  
at 8:15 p.m., Departs 
Potawatomi at 2 a.m.

SAT, SEPT. 5
Tournament Play 
Continues and 
Championship Rounds
Elver Park

Closing Celebration
Elver Park
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quality of life

Dennis “DJ” Johnson
Senior Vice President & Senior District Manager— 
Associated Bank, N.A.
Years in the Industry: 19
Years in Madison: 20
Best professional advice you’ve ever received?
 Pay yourself first.
What community organizations are you involved with?
• Gay Straight Alliance for Safe Schools—Board of Directors
• Out Professional & Executive Network—Board Treasurer
• Junior League Madison—Advisory Board
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Personal Shopper Bonnie Raimy 
on dressing DJ:
I wanted to find a look that catered to a different side of DJ, 
instead of just his banker 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. persona (or in DJ’s 
case, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.). The clothes needed to stay professional, 
so I immediately headed to JAZZMAN, Context Clothing, and Bill 
Paul, LTD. Studio. These high-end retailers cater to the likes of 
DJ: people in power positions who also want to maintain 
their sense of self when outside of the office.

JAZZMAN is the professional guy’s candy store: upscale with 
a funky flair. Although he looked good in everything we 
tried, we went with the Cotton Reel Utility, 1885’s floral print, 
button-down paired with a Calvin Klein cream vest. The 
look is professional/casual and can be accompanied by a 
blazer and tie in the office, or stand-alone for out-of-office 
engagements. We retained a look of sophistication, but by 
adding the floral print and vest sans blazer, the outfit also 
pulls off a whimsical side that DJ likes to highlight. Instead 
of a dress shoe, we went with Steve Maddens’ Dellray casual 
sneaker-like shoe. The white/beige contrast compliments 
the shirt and also took DJ “outside of his box” … just a bit.

Next, we headed to Context Clothing where the owners know 
their stuff… and their stuff is denim. The jeans, A.P.C. rescue 
denim, are classic, and although denim, they say anything but 
casual. The jeans are reminiscent of James Dean and Marlon 
Brando, and add a level of class that your basic worn-in, 
faded jeans simply cannot.  The jeans are humble, no frills, 
no crazy stitching…just real jeans for real people, which is 
why DJ wore them so well.

Bill Paul LTD. Studio also contributed a great pair of Gardeur “wash 
out” stretch jeans in chocolate. Although not pictured, they 
were a perfect accompaniment to the floral shirt and vest, 
and very easily transition from office to happy hour. 
No time to shop? Dar Boyer, manager, will come to you! 

In order to climb the corporate ladder, you don’t need to fill 
your closet with just suits. Madison has more than enough 
upscale retailers to satisfy both your professional and playful 
sides.  So what are you waiting for? Get out there and shop!

JAZZMAN CLOTHING
(608) 256-2062 | 340 State Street, Madison, WI 53703 
Cotton Reel Utility, 1985 floral shirt, retail $79.00
Calvin Klein “Separates Collection” cream vest, retail $65.00
Steve Madden “Dellray” casual shoe, retail $79.00
Bill Adler vegetable dyed belt, retail $59.00

CONTEXT CLOTHING
(608) 250-0113 | 113 King Street, Madison WI 53703
A.P.C. Rescue Denim: indigo, retail $155.00
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Helping you move from  
dreaming to doing.®
As a proud part of the LGBT community,  
we are uniquely aware of the financial issues  
and concerns within our community.

World Financial Group 
2801 Coho St., Madison, WI 53713 
608-276-6060

World Financial Group, Inc. (WFG) is a 
financial services marketing company 
whose affiliates offer life insurance 
and a broad array of financial 
products and services. Headquarters: 
11315 Johns Creek Parkway, Duluth, 
GA 30097-1517, PO Box 100035,  
Duluth, GA  30096-9403. 770.453.9300

WorldFinancialGroup.com

Tom Westfall
608-206-6363

Call for a no cost, no obligation financial analysis.

®

Beth Laper
920-420-3581

Subject to credit approval. Equal Housing Lender.
Member FDIC and Associated Banc-Corp  (6/08) 3837

associatedbank.com

Make your dream 
home a reality.

To find out how you can get into the home of your 
dreams, call Mike today.

•  Buyers Edge® – first time homebuyers program
•  Conventional, FHA and VA financing
•  New construction loans
•  Refinancing
•  Jumbo financing

Associated Bank provides statewide support  
to the community.

Mike Fumelle
4402 East Towne Blvd.
(608) 259-4263
michael.fumelle@
associatedbank.com
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in my stomach, and my breathing is a little 
faster. Interesting, I was just distracted for a 
moment by rereading the previous sentence. 
Now that I have returned my attention to my 
legs, I notice that they no longer feel like 
they might explode, and my breathing has 
returned to normal.

That’s a good lesson. Tell yourself that 
strong and scary thoughts and feelings are 
always temporary. Try to ride through them.

The next step in improving your relation-
ship with your physical self is to consciously 
tune in to your inner self and look for ways 
to make that a positive experience. Many of 
us are familiar with the thoughts, “I hate my 
body,” or, “I will only be happy with myself 
once I get on those hormones and have that 
surgery,” or “I can’t enjoy sex.” These expe-
riences are really comprised of hundreds of 
small thoughts and sensations that combine 
to feel inviolable.

It is possible to change your relationship 
with these thoughts. Start with something 
simple, neutral or positive. Are you ok with 
your feet? Your forearms? Start there.

Notice the sensation of having feet. Feel 
the pressure of your socks on them. Notice 
that your feet are connected to your ankles. 
Be aware of the temperature of your feet.

Spend a lot of time throughout the day 
tuning in to those areas of your physical self 
with which you have a neutral or positive 
relationship. After you have gotten used to 
that, try tuning into a part of yourself that’s 
a little more challenging. Don’t like your 
earlobes? Notice them. Feel them. Notice the 
thoughts that come up when you let yourself 
be aware of your earlobes. This is where 
you need to use your skills from the first 
exercise, because you might have a thought 
like, “I hate my earlobes,” or, “These things 
make me look ugly.” Remember that this is a 
thought, nothing more. Notice any physical 
reaction that goes with that thought, such as 
a tight chest or a change in your breathing.

These exercises provide examples of ways 
to begin changing your relationship with 
your thoughts and with your body. They can 
definitely increase your ability to be fully 
present in this very moment, even if it hurts. 
They can foster a new mindset that allows 
you to be tuned in to yourself with a changed 
perspective and to be okay with the self you 
have this very moment. Peace to you. n 

 
Sue and her partner Sheri have lived in Madison since 2000. 
They keep busy with their two dogs, Frankie and Maslow.  
Sue is a psychologist in private practice and can be found 
online at www.madisontherapy.com.

Archie and Susan are out looking for your next new home

Direct: 608-443-2532 | Office: 608-221-4000 

Mobile: 608-206-1440 | Fax: 608-221-4031

reAltOr®

Susan
Oshman

soshman@starkhomes.com
www.putdownnewroots.com

baddogfrida.com 
608.442.6868 
2094 atwood avenue

Toys, Treats, Food, 
Essentials & Gifts

Our Family Caters to 
Your Family

ave you ever noticed how many 
reasons there are to tune out of your 
body? Too fat. Not the right gender. 

Too old. Not muscular enough. Pain. Too 
sick. Emotions that feel hard to bear. Getting 
close to someone in a way that doesn’t feel 
quite right. A history of maltreatment. Ath-
letic endeavors can even lead to tuning out 
by encouraging the athlete to push past the 
messages that say, “Stop, I’m dying. Just give 
me a minute to breathe!”

This is made worse by messages from our 
culture that present a very homogeneous ideal 
of beauty, gender and sexuality. I personally 
have a hard time walking around the local 
university campus because the sidewalks 
are filled with throngs of coeds trying to 
adhere to a very tight code for expression of 
themselves as physical beings. It is a wonder 
that any of us can stand to have a relationship 
with our physical selves during a lifetime of 
messages implying that there are “right” ways 
to experience gender and sexuality. When I 
am surrounded by people who appear to be 
very homogeneous, it highlights the feelings 
I have of being “different.” This sometimes 
causes me to distance me-from-myself in 
order to stand the tension that builds inside.

Another set of more subtle cultural mes-
sages further encourage a poor relationship 
with our physical selves. We Americans 
really like to fix things. Have a headache? 
Take an aspirin. Sad? Cheer up, have a 
drink! Feeling lonely? Call a friend and go 
shopping. Gained some weight? Sign up 
for Weight Watchers. Depressed? Hooray 
for Prozac! With all of this fixing going on, 
we never learn to sit in the middle of the 
discomfort and make friends with it. If we 
do, we seem to think we run the risk of “hav-
ing a pity party,” which really seems to be 
discouraged.

The problem is that our bodies are filled 
with messages that are uncomfortable. 
Physical sensations, thoughts, emotions and 
beliefs all come with cues that reside in the 
body and are not easily fixed or avoided. 
The end result is that many of us have a very 
rocky relationship with our physical selves 
that is based on tuning out, avoidance and 
even hatred.

What can be done to encourage a healthier 
relationship with your physical self? The 
first step is to increase your ability to notice 
difficult thoughts, feelings and physical sen-
sations without any attempt to fix them. This 
skill comes from the world of meditation, 
although you don’t need to become a Zen 
master to use it. I have seen people begin to 
panic when they try to tune in this way, so 
go slowly, start with something neutral and 
prepare to feel stirred up.

For example, while you are reading this 
article you will probably want to shift your 
body position at some point. Before you 
make that shift, notice the sensation of want-
ing to move. What cues let you know that 
you want to change the way you are sitting? 
Are there any thoughts or emotions that go 
along with the physical sensations? Try this 
mental exercise:

This very moment, I want to shift. I know 
I do because my butt is sore and my legs feel 
the earliest sensation of wanting to move. 
The longer I sit here without making that 
shift, the stronger the urge is becoming. I 
am also now noticing a thought, “If I don’t 
move soon, my legs might explode.” That 
thought has now triggered a tight feeling 
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When I am surrounded by 
people who appear to  
be very homogeneous, it 
highlights the feelings  
I have of being “different.”
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h
Listening and Learning

If you know how to hear it, your body will tell you what’s right. Dr. Sue Gill shows 
how tuning in to our bodies puts us in better touch with our selves.
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Shine
Inside and Out

Bonnie Raimy
Personal Shopping 

for Men & Women, LLC

bonnieraimy.com

608•203•5343

Shannon M. Anderson  
Associate Financial Advisor 
2912 Marketplace Drive, Suite 100 
Madison, WI 53719  
(608) 663-7526 x 401 
shannon.m.anderson@ampf.com 
ameripriseadvisors.com/shannon.m.anderson 

Financial advisory services and investments available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member 
FINRA and SIPC.   
© 2008 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Do you dream of opening a B&B in Key West? Adopting a child? Writing the great American gay 
novel? I want to hear your dreams, then working together we’ll define your dream, develop your 
plan and track your progress.

To get started, call today at (608) 663-7526.

Focusing on:

Can’t share your dreams with 
your financial advisor?
Then why share your 
finances?

Domestic partner planning
Retirement planning
Investment planning

•
•
•

becomes fully hers, and in the meantime 
Janet’s creditors may lay claim to much of 
Janet’s equity in the house.

There is no way for unmarried couples to 
replicate all of the over-200 state and 1100 
federal legal rights and responsibilities that 
come automatically with marriage. How-
ever, if Janet and Sara title their property as 
owned by “Janet and Sara as joint tenants 
with rights of survivorship,” they will each 
own an undivided 50 per cent interest in 
the home, like Frank and Jane. Should they 
break up, the equity in the house will likely 
be divided 50/50. If Janet dies, regardless of 
what her will says and even if she doesn’t 
have one, the house will pass instantaneous-
ly to Sara, avoiding the probate process and 
perhaps Janet’s creditors, and lessening the 
chance that a disapproving or greedy relative 
will interfere in the couple’s plans.

Finally, the law may soon change to 
give same-sex couples home ownership 
protections similar to those held by married 
couples. While a far cry from the many legal 
incidents of marriage, Governor Doyle’s 
current budget proposal includes provi-
sions that would allow same-sex couples to 
register as domestic partners and receive a 
handful of state law-based protections, in-
cluding property titling presumptions similar 
to those married couples have. As of press 
time, these provisions were expected to pass 
and become law very soon. If they do, and 
Janet and Sara register as domestic part-
ners, in most cases Sara would inherit all of 
Janet’s property, including her interest in the 
home if Janet dies without a will, regardless 
of whether Sara’s name is on the title. Like-
wise, if both Janet and Sara are on the title, 
even if only as “two unmarried individuals,” 
the presumption would change from “tenants 
in common” to “joint tenants with rights of 
survivorship,” and Sara would avoid probate 
and own the home upon Janet’s death.

Regardless of whether the domestic part-
nership protections become law, the safest 
thing for same-sex couples to do if they wish 
their home to be treated similarly to that of 
married couples is to title it as “joint tenants 
with rights of survivorship.” Couples must 
also be vigilant at the closing to ensure their 
intentions are carried out in the final paper-
work. Take it from one who has been there: 
don’t sign it until it is right. n

Tamara Packard is a Madison civil rights lawyer, activist 
and partner in the law firm of Cullen Weston Pines & Bach 
LLP, www.cwpb.com. 
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Avoid Entitlement Traps
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e have all been there, or hope 
to go there one day soon: fall 
in love, dream a future, make a 

commitment, buy a house and build a home 
together. Now that summer is here, and a 
young couple’s attention turns to the many 
affordably-priced houses on the market, the 
time is ripe for some thoughts about protect-
ing your plans and the largest single invest-
ment you’ll probably ever make.

Let’s start with a typical scenario: After 
making their commitment to love and sup-
port one another for a lifetime, a couple 
purchases a house in Wisconsin. Each pays 
half the down payment, and each contributes 

equally to the mortgage and maintenance 
of the home. Should the couple break up or 
when one dies, how that home is titled will 
matter a whole lot—or not much all—de-
pending on whether the couple has a mar-
riage that is recognized in Wisconsin.

If the couple’s marriage is recognized by 
Wisconsin law, like Jane and Frank’s, the 
law presumes that the property is “marital 
property:” each spouse has an undivided 
one-half ownership interest in the home. It 

does not matter if the title paperwork has 
only Frank’s name on the title, or if the title 
does not say that the property is “marital 
property.” The statutory characterization 
of the property, in an effort to protect the 
marital relationship and both people in the 
marriage, trumps whatever the title says (un-
less an exception applies). Should the couple 
divorce, the house, similar to the rest of their 
property (with some exceptions), will likely 
be divided 50/50. Should Frank die without 
a will, Jane will inherit Frank’s interest in 
the house and all other assets. If Frank made 
a will, even if he left everything to someone 
else, Jane gets at least half of Frank’s interest 
in the marital property, including the house.

If the couple is not married, or if their 
marriage is not recognized in Wisconsin, 
like Janet and Sara’s Canadian marriage, 
the scenario is quite different. Barring the 
application of equitable principles through 
litigation (a topic for a future column), what 
the title says controls how the property will 
be handled should the couple break up or 
when one dies. Here are a few possibilities:

If only Janet’s name is on the title, and 
the couple breaks up or Janet dies without 
a will, the default rule is that only Janet/her 
blood relatives are the owner of the house: 
unless Sara convinces a judge otherwise, she 
is nothing but a tenant who can be evicted 
with very little notice and no share of the 
equity in the house.

If the title reads only “Janet and Sara, two 
unmarried individuals” (an all-too-common 
assumption made by loan officers), the law 
presumes they are “tenants in common,” 
which means that each owns a divided 50 
per cent interest in the property. While this 
designation ensures that if they break up, 
each will be entitled to half of the equity 
of the home, it may not protect their plans 
when one dies. If Janet dies without a will, 
Sara may find herself sharing ownership of 
the house with Janet’s blood relatives. If 
Janet’s will leaves her property to her previ-
ous partner, Sara will share ownership with 
the ex. But even if Janet dies willing all of 
her property to Sara, as tenants in common, 
Sara must suffer through the time-consum-
ing process of probate before the property 

quality of life OUR RIGHTS

If Janet and Sara title their 
property as owned by  
“Janet and Sara as joint 
tenants with rights of 
survivorship,” they will each 
own an undivided 50 per 
cent interest in the home.
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How can couples best protect their rights to the house they purchase?  

Tamara Packard suggests specific language to use in your title.

Proudly serving your legal 
representation and  

advice needs since 1995.

smickels2@mailbag.com

MeMber: 
The Business Alliance (Greater 
Madison’s LGBT Chamber of 
Commerce) &  
US Referral Network

(608) 288-7859

2817 Fish Hatchery Road • Madison, WI • 53713
P.O. Box 259125 • Madison, WI • 53725-9125

Wills & Partnership Planning
Traffic and Criminal

Civil Litigation
Special Education

Landlord-Tenant
Estates and Probate
Construction Liens

Corporations and LLC’s
Real Estate Transactions

Small Business

LGBT Market Facts
In focus groups and other consumer re-
search conducted by Prime Access over the 
past 15 years, gay and lesbian consumers, 
regardless of geography, report a strong 
preference for advertising and other  
marketing communications that address 
them directly and portray them openly for 
who they are and how they live their lives. 
They consistently find this targeted adver-
tising the most arresting, persuasive and 
memorable of all the marketing messages 
they are exposed to.
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e’ve all heard about Madison’s 
status as an extraordinary 
cycling venue—our town 

hosts Ironman Wisconsin, seriously ranks 
as a potential site for Olympic cycling, 
serves as home base for a host of charity 
rides and recreational bike tours, and, of 
course, anchors the challenging, moving, 
inspiring ACT rides. Perched atop a bike 
travelling 20 miles an hour, Madison’s 
lovely lakes become just another part of 
the scenic backdrop on the way to the 
hills. But slow down a bit, take a breath, 
maybe dangle your feet in the water for 
a moment, and you’ll discover this: these 
lakes have a social life of their own. And 
for swimmers, kayakers, windsurfers and 
fisherfolk, those cyclists whizzing by are 
just a busy piece of the bucolic scenery. 
For them, it’s all about the water.

An Itch to Fish

Or about the fish. “Madison is a fishing 
Mecca,” says Barb Carey, local fish 
fanatic, fishing facilitator, and owner of 
wiwomenfish.com. Since Madison is also 
a lesbian Mecca, it was probably only a 
matter of time before worlds converged 
and the town became a lesbian fishing 
Mecca.

I asked Carey how many of the women 
who attend her fishing camps and classes 
are lesbian. She laughs, “Oh, about 
95 per cent.” This might suggest that 
women attending are fishing for more 
than walleye, but Carey is all business 
when it comes to angling: “It’s about the 
fishing!” she insists.

As Carey tells it, fishing offers an 
addictive combination of relaxation 
and excitement. “You can disconnect 
from the urban chaos,” she notes, while 
being engaged by the possibility that 
“something exciting could happen at 
any time.” Carey likes the community-
building aspects of fishing, too. She 
teaches individuals, small groups and 
classes how to get started, and notes that 
anglers often have opportunities to strike 
up conversations with folks from walks 
of life different from their own. Although 
fisherwomen can reduce their grocery 

bills by eating what they catch, they can 
also “catch and release,” a practice that 
sounds like lesbian dating to me.

A Whim to Swim

Much of Carey’s summer fishing 
facilitation happens along the shores of 
Madison’s lakes, marshes, ponds and 
lagoons. For those interested in seeing 
aquatic life a little closer, there’s the 
possibility of open-water swimming. 
For those of us whose swimming has 
been defined by baby bathtub photos 
(of us at six months), or by sunbathing 
next to chlorinated pools, swimming 
in open water seems like a mysterious, 
sometimes dangerous voyage in a foreign 
country. Every queer swimmer I’ve met 
in Madison eventually dog-paddles to 
Mark Peterson, an exercise physiologist 
who owns SwimFastMadison.com, and 
who specializes in teaching people to 
swim in open water-and to love it. Despite 
the seasonal blooms of cyanobacteria-
informally called blue-green algae—
there’s still great open-water swimming in 
Madison and vicinity. If Lake Monona is 
having a bad day, the water is likely clear 
at Fireman’s Park in Verona or at Devil’s 
Lake State Park, just up the road.

quality of life OUR HEALTH
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Out on the Water

Amber Ault leads you to the water and ways to beat the summer heat.
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Slow down a bit, take a 
breath, maybe dangle 
your feet in the water for a 
moment, and you’ll discover 
this: These lakes have  
a social life of their own.
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A Penchant for Paddling

If this is your season to learn to 
paddle, whether to follow your favorite 
swimmer around, or to take someone 
special on full-moon paddling dates, 
or just to prepare for the next great 
flood, Madison is a fine place to do 
that, too. Lots of lesbians have enjoyed 
Rutabaga Paddle Sports’ Water Divas 
outings for women kayakers (bring 
your own or rent one at Rutabaga in 
Monona). Go to rutabaga.com for more 
information. Camp Randall Rowing 
Club and Mendota Rowing Club also 
make it possible to learn to row on 
your own or as part of a team, and 
Hoofers at the UW Memorial Union 
Terrace, like city park venues and 
for-profit paddling companies, makes 
it possible for you to learn to sail, 
windsurf or paddle before you commit 
to buying a boat.

Oh, and while you’re out at the 
shore in your wetsuit or rowing on 
the water, remember to wave at the 
cyclists. They are a nice part of the 
scenery. n
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Cafe/Bakery
Fresh, Daily Lunch 
Menu Items

Coffee
Fair Trade Ancora 
Coffee Bar

Smoothies
Fresh Fruit, Chocolate
and Espresso

Knitting
Yarns, Accessories 
and Classes

We use local produce and cheese

608-848-2755   125 S. Main Street, Verona, WI  knitandsip.com

Fork and Spoon Cafe
1133 E. Wilson St., 257-7216
Italian, Pasta $
forkandspooncafe.com

Glass Nickel
2916 Atwood Ave., 245-0880 
Pizza $
glassnickelpizza.com

Harmony Bar & Grill
2201 Atwood Ave., 249-4333
Pizza, Burgers $

Lao Laan-Xang
2098 Atwood Ave., 819-0140
Laotian, Vegetarian $$

Mariner's Inn
5339 Lighthouse Bay Dr., 
246-3120
Seafood $$
vrv-madison.com/mariners 

Monty’s Blue Plate
2089 Atwood Ave., 244-8505
American, Pies $
montysblueplatediner.com

Nau-Ti-Gal
 5360 Westport Rd., 246-3130
Seafood $$
vrv-madison.com/nautigal

Tex Tubbs Taco Palace
2009 Atwood Ave., 242-1800
Tex-Mex $
textubbstacos.com

Alchemy
1980 Atwood Ave., 244-8563
American, Burgers 

West
Bar Bistro 608
430 N. Midvale Blvd., 316-6900
Seafood, Steak $$$

Biaggi’s
601 Junction Rd., 664-9288
Italian, Pasta $$
www.biaggis.com

Bluephies
2701 Monroe St., 231-3663
American, Vegetarian $$
bluephies.com

Captain Bill's
2701 Century Harbor Rd., 
831-7327
Seafood $$
vrv-madison.com/capbills 

Flat Top Grill
538 N. Midvale Blvd., 236-4008
Asian Fusion $$
flattopgrill.com

Fleming’s Steak  
& Wine Bar
750 N. Midvale Blvd.,  
233-9550
Steak, Seafood $$$$
flemingssteakhouse.com

Glass Nickel
5003 University Ave.,  
218-9000
Pizza $
glassnickelpizza.com

Mediterranean 
Hookah Lounge
77 Sirloin Strip, 251-7733
Mediterranean $$
Inka Heritage
602 S. Park St., 310-4282
Peruvian $$$

Jordan’s Big Ten Pub
1330 Regent St., 251-6375
American, Burgers $
jordansbigten.com

La Hacienda
515 S. Park St., 255-8227
Mexican $

Madeleine’s Patisserie
3742 Speedway Rd, 441-0909
Bread, Pastries $
madeleinesmadison.com

Mickie’s Dairy Bar 
1511 Monroe St., 256-9476
Breakfast, Burgers $

OUT Restaurant
1262 John Q Hammons Dr., 
203-8338
American, Bar & Lounge
oecmadison.com

Tex Tubbs Taco Palace
2701 University Ave.,  
231-3473
Tex-Mex $
textubbstacos.com 

Zuzu Cafe
1336 Drake St., 260-9898
Sandwiches/Deli $

Madison Originals Gift Certificates
Local, Unique, Delicious !

madisonoriginals.org

Central 
Amy’s Cafe
414 W. Gilman St., 255-8172
American $
www.amyscafe.com

Angelic
322 W. Johnson St., 257-2707
American, Pizza $
angelicbrewing.com

Bab’s French 
Quarter Kitchen
1353 Williamson St.,  
251-1222
French, Creole $

Bandung Restaurant
600 Williamson St., 255-6910
Indonesian $$
bandungrestaurant.com

Bellini Restaurant
401 E. Washington Ave., 
250-0097
Italian, Pasta $$$
bellinirestaurant.com

Blue Velvet Lounge
430 W. Gilman, 250-9900
American, Tapas $
thebluevelvetlounge.com

The Brass Ring
701 E. Washington Ave., 
256-9359
American, Burgers $
thebrassringmadison.com

Brocach Irish Pub
7 W. Main St., 255-2015
Irish $$
brocach.com

Buraka
543 State St., 255-3646
East African $
buraka.com

Burrito Drive
310 S. Brearly St., 260-8586
Mexican $
burritodrive.com

Cafe Continental
108 King St., 251-4880
Continental $$

Cafe Costa Rica
141 S. Butler St., 356-9830
Costa Rican $

Cafe Montmartre
127 E. Mifflin St., 255-5900
French, Tapas $
themomo.com

Cafe Porta Alba
15 N. Butler St.,
441-0202
Pizza $$
cafeportaalba.com

Cafe Soleil
25 N. Pinckney St., 251-2700
Bread, Sandwiches/Deli $
letoile-restaurant.com

Cardinal Bar & Cafe
418 E. Wilson St., 251-0080
Lunch $
cardinalbar.com

Crave Restaurant 
201 W. Gorham, 268-2728
Seafood, Burgers $$$
cravemadison.com

Dayton Street Grille
1 W. Dayton St 257-6000
American $$
concoursehotel.com/dining

Dotty Dumpling’s 
Dowry
317 N. Frances St., 259-0000
American, Burgers $
dottydumplingsdowry.com

Eldorado Grill
744 Williamson St., 280-9378
Tex-Mex $$$
eldoradogrillmadison.com

Fresco
227 State St., 663-7374
American $$$ 
frescomadison.com

Frida Mexican Grill
117 State St., 256-4000
Mexican, Southwestern $$
fridamexicangrill.com

Great Dane
123 E. Doty St., 284-0000
Brewery, Burgers $$
greatdanepub.com

Harvest
21 N. Pinckney St., 255-6075
American, French $$$
harvest-restaurant.com

Himal Chuli
318 State St., 251-9225
Nepalese, Vegetarian $

Husnu’s
547 State St., 256-0900
Turkish, Italian $

Johnny Delmonico’s
130 S. Pinckney St., 257-8325
Steak, American $$$$
johnnydelmonicos.com

Jolly Bob’s
1210 Williamson St., 251-3902
Caribbean, Jamaican $$

Kabul Restaurant
541 State St., 256-6322
Afghanistani $

Lazy Jane’s Cafe
1358 Williamson St., 257-5263
Sandwiches, Deli $

Le Chardonnay
320 W. Johnson St., 268-0372
Mediterranean, French 
$$$
lechardonnaymadison.com

L’Etoile
25 N. Pinckney St., 251-0500
French, American $$$$
letoile-restaurant.com

Maharani
380 W. Washington Ave., 
251-9999
Indian $$

Marigold Kitchen
118 S. Pinckney St., 661-5559
Sandwiches, Soup $
marigoldkitchen.com

Michael’s Frozen Custard
2531 Monroe St., 231-3500
Frozen Custard, Burgers $ 
ilovemichaels.com

New Orleans Takeout
1517 Monroe St., 280-8000
New Orleans Cuisine $
eatmobettah.com

Ocean Grill
117 MLK Jr. Blvd., 285-2582
Seafood $$
oceangrillmadison.com

The Old Fashioned
23 N. Pickney St., 310-4545
Steak, American $$
theoldfashioned.com

Opus Lounge
116 King St., 441-6787
Tapas $$
opuslounge.com

Parthenon Gyros
316 State St., 251-6311
Greek $

Restaurant  Muramoto
106 King St., 260-2680
Asian Fusion, Vegetarian $

Roman Candle
1054 Williamson St., 258-2000
Pizza $
theromancandle.com

Sardine
517 Williamson St., 441-1600
French $$$

Shamrock Bar
117 W. Main St., 255-5029
Sunday Brunch $
shamrockbar.com

Sunprint Cafe
1 S. Pinckney St., 268-0114
Sandwiches, Vegetarian $

Takara
315 State St., 268-0188
Japanese, Sushi $

Tornado Club
116 S. Hamilton St., 256-3570
Steak $$$
apartmentrenting.com/tornado

Weary Traveler
1201 Williamson St., 442-6207
International $

Wisconsin Union
800 Langdon St., 265-3000
American, Sandwiches $
www.union.wisc.edu

East
Bunky’s Cafe
2827 Atwood Ave., 204-7004
Italian, Mediterranean $$
bunkyscafe.net

Cloud 9 Grille
876 Jupiter Drive, 441-3250
American $$
cloud9grille.com

Ella’s Deli
2902 E. Washington Ave.,  
241-5291
Kosher/Deli, Ice Cream $
ellasdeliandicecreamparlor.com

Expand your reach and Get Seen. Have your business included in Our Lives. For rates and info, contact us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM
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LOMBARDINO’S IS THE NATURAL CHILD OF THE PARLOR 
of the nonna Siciliana, who taught me to make lump-free polenta, 
and the foodie movie, “Big Night.” Lombardino’s opened as a 
meatball and red-gravy joint on April 1, 1954.   I can still picture 
my mother in a full-skirted cocktail dress and my father in a short, 
loud tie heading there for a night out.  When Patrick and Marcia 
O’Halloran bought and re-opened Lombardino’s in September 2000, 
they kept the irreplaceable kitsch - iridescent tile murals of hot 
babes from Italy’s major cities and an imposing Capidimonte-style 
lamp with a shade that screams to be worn as a drunk’s head gear.  
But, like the inventive chef in “Big Night,” they decided to present 
genuine, regional Italian food, using local ingredients including 
herbs from their street-side garden.

Lombardino’s has been praised by national food critics and 
selected to feed presidential candidates. Don’t worry that this is 
a snooty “only on your anniversary” dining experience; single 
diners can have a great time dining at the bar.  The menu offers 
approachable signature dishes—Pizza Lombardino or Pasta 
Bolognese—with the seasonal specialties that set it apart from 
other Italian restaurants in central Wisconsin—tender octopus or 
lamb lasagna made with a labor-intensive, Sardinian pastry, rather 
than the standard wide, wavy noodles.  All pastry and desserts are 
made at the restaurant. If you drink and, like many of Lombardino’s 
regulars, can walk home, don’t miss the grappa and home-infused 
liquors. Manager Michael Banas said, when asked why the LGBT 
community should dine at Lombardino’s, “In hard times, when 
distant corporations withdraw from supporting local concerns, it is 
the local businesses that step up. We sponsor the AIDS Ride, support 
the Red Ribbon Affair and donate to many other groups that are 
important to our staff and neighbors.” —Kathleen Nichols

Keeping it Fresh
Lombardino’s Italian Restaurant & Bar stays up 
with the times in its kitchen and its causes.

Lombardino’s Italian Restaurant & Bar
2500 University Avenue, Madison, WI 53705  (608) 238-1922
Parking:  In the lot beside the restaurant
Executive Chef/Owners:  Patrick and Marcia O’Halloran
Sous Chefs:  Chris Ketarkus and Brian Dracy  Pastry Chef:  Angie Derr 
Hours: Tues through Thursday and Sunday - 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday - 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Monday - reserved for periodic special wining and dining events
Reservations:  Encouraged for Friday - Sunday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
To review the menu or check on special events: lombardinos.com

every artisanal cheese
deserves a perfect companion

see a cheesemonger for lovely pairings
to impress your perfect companions

fromagination.com • 608.255.2430
twelve south carroll, on madison’s capital square

every artisanal cheese
deserves a perfect companion

see a cheesemonger for lovely pairings
to impress your perfect companions

fromagination.com • 608.255.2430
twelve south carroll, on madison’s capital square

Join us for  Concerts on the Square
Artisian Picnic Baskets To Go

v
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anta Monica, California, where I grew 
up, is in many ways an extremely posi-
tive environment to come out in. Gays 

and lesbians were my neighbors, waiters, teach-
ers and friends. I had many images of what it 
means to be LGBT, including two lesbian cous-
ins and a bisexual older brother.

But it took until eleventh grade for me to 
realize that liking men is not something I am 
one day going to “get over.” Before then, I was 
convinced that if I brought myself to climax just 
once at the thought of a girl, just ONE time, that 

I would forever be purged of my affinity toward 
the male form. It didn’t happen.

I was afraid, but I felt that by being in the 
closet, I was lying to everyone in my life. How 
could I expect people I love to be honest with 
me if I am not honest with them?

In coming out to friends, I would beat around 
the bush: “Um, Hannah … you know how, like, 
most people date someone that isn’t the same sex 
as them? Yeah, well, I am, uh, not … like that.”

I owe a lot of my progress to the support of 
my best friend, Kyle. Kyle had always been 
there. After I had a brief sexual encounter with 
a boy in seventh grade, he defended me when 
word got out. I would be called a “faggot,” or 
have my feet spit on, but Kyle never stopped 
spending time with me.

Four years later I came out to him:
“Kyle, you know what I’m trying to say!”

“No, I don’t,” he lied. “Say it!”
“But…!”
“Say it!”
“I’m GAY.”
“I know. It’s fine.”
Kyle’s forcing me to concretely state my 

sexuality was very powerful for me. Eventu-
ally, I was out to everyone at school, but not 
my parents.

Three weeks before leaving for college, I 
told them. My mother was folding my clothes, 
and she mentioned something about how this 
would one day be the job of my future wife. I 
took the opportunity to say that I do not plan on 
marrying a woman. “Mom, I’m gay.”

She excitedly yelled to my father at back 
of the house: “STEVE! JAKE JUST CAME 
OUT TO US!” My father yelled back a sarcas-
tic, “Yay!”

“I’m going to have to get used the idea of 
having a gay son!” she said with animated cu-
riosity. I am incredibly privileged to have such 
liberal parents. They immediately wanted to 
know details of my dating history and when, ex-
actly, I knew. For them, the question of “Where 
did we go wrong?” as parents was not a result 
of my sexuality, but guilt that I wasn’t comfort-
able with coming out to them first. I explained 
later that my coming-out process had nothing 
to do with the order in which I told people. Our 
relationship has become incredibly strong.

Looking back, I see how lucky I am to have 
had such a smooth coming-out process in com-
parison to many of my peers in Wisconsin. I nev-
er dealt with a relationship change with someone 
I love, any violence, any tears or any accusation 
that I am just going through a phase.

I recognize the privilege I have to be com-
fortably out at this point in my life, and because 
of the support from my family and friends, I 
want to spread those resources to others who are 
not so lucky. I often meet with LGBTQA stu-
dents for coffee and see that just having some-
one there to listen to them is so powerful in the 
coming-out process. It helps to know that they 
are not alone.

When these students go back to their fami-
lies, confident in their LGBT identity, everyone 
involved is exposed to these issues. That is the 
most vital ingredient in changing perceptions 
of LGBT individuals. If every mother, father, 
brother, doctor or cousin knows just one out, 
comfortable LGBT person, they will think of 
that individual when making social or political 
decisions. Experience is key, and it can happen 
not only in Santa Monica, but in the already-
impressive LGBT community we have here in 
Madison. n

 ol
our lives Jake Weinraub

ourlivesmadison.com
user jakezcool

Ask questions, find support and learn more about the coming-out process in our forums online at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM
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She excitedly yelled to my 
father at the back of the 
house: “STEVE! JAKE JUST 
CAME OUT TO US!”

s
“Yay, Jake!”

Jake Weinraub discovered that his coming out was much easier for  
his friends and family that it was for him. And he’s grateful.
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