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Another Big Step Forward  
As the fifth anniversary of Our Lives approaches, 

we are thrilled to present to you the first-ever all-
color issue. It has been painful over the years to 
convert to B&W photos of people and places that 
are richly colored and detailed in their original 
form. Now we get to feature our leaders, role 
models, activists, up-and-coming youth, pioneers, 
charitable and advocacy organizations, small busi-

nesses, arts and entertainment events and venues, restaurants, and 
and so much more in vivid color. We would love your feedback on 
what you think of this step forward. Feel free to email me.

I cannot think of a better issue in which to feature Mark Pocan 
than our first in full color. Mark shares deeply about his personal 
life and defining experiences that have molded 
him into the person he is today—you might 
say you meet him in technicolor. Wisconsinites 
know him as a longtime, successful State As-
semblyman who is now running for Congress. 
After you read his personal narrative, you will 
feel you know Mark on a whole new level. I 
know I did. 

Virginia Harrison
EDITOR
vharrison@ourlivesmadison.com

Parker Waller, MD 
Family Medicine

Dr. Waller’s practice is based on integrity, 
honesty and clarity, and he hopes that his 
patients will consider him to be a comfortable 
and accessible health care “home base.” 
 
Dr. Waller enjoys seeing patients of all ages, 
with a special interest in adolescent and 
college medicine. He is also interested in 
women’s health, LGB and travel/wilderness 
medicine. Call 608.417.8300 to schedule an 
appointment.

Meriter West Washington 
345 W. Washington Avenue
Madison, WI 53703

Meriter Medical Group

608.417.8300
meriter.com/clinics

Meriter Medical Group 
Welcomes Parker Waller, MD
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Matthew Wisniewski loves telling stories. 
He’s been infatuated with storytelling 
since he was a kid. He used to dream up 
superhero stories to draw for friends and 
family. When he got to high school, he 
used writing to satisfy his storytelling need. 
And then he picked up a camera. Photogra-
phy led him to photojournalism, where he 
developed his style interning with several 
publications in southern Wisconsin, including the Wisconsin State 
Journal, the Janesville Gazette, and Madison Magazine. He pursued 
photography to tell stories for people. He lives for the personality, emo-
tions, and moments he can capture in photographs and video that would 
otherwise be quickly forgotten.  

Tamara Packard is a partner in the Madison law firm 
of Cullen Weston Pines & Bach LLP, where she 
practices primarily in the areas of employee rights 
and civil rights. She was recognized in 2010 as an 
outstanding Woman in the Law, and, along with 
many others at her firm, is included in the lists of 
Wisconsin Super Lawyers and Best Lawyers in 
America. Tamara and her partner Renee were the 

second couple to become legally recognized domestic partners in Dane 
County. They live on the near east side of Madison with their two cats 
and enjoy hosting fundraising parties for candidates and organizations 
committed to advancing and protecting LGBTQ rights.

Chocolate Caramel Tart
Let’s talk desserts. Rich, chocolaty, gorgeous ones. I’ve got a recipe that com-
bines dark chocolate and caramel for a tart filling that is smooth and satisfying 
to your chocolate cravings. You can make this in individual tart dishes or as 
one large tart. Either way, it won’t last long. When working with chocolate and 
caramel you’ll have to watch your temperatures closely, but it’s very easy to 
do, and I’ll show you how online in a video at ourlivesmadison.com.

Tart Shell: In a food processor, combine 2 c flour, 1/2 c powdered sugar, and 
a pinch of salt. Pulse the machine to mix the dry ingredients. Separate 2 egg 
yolks, beat them lightly, then add them to the processor bowl. Cut 1 1/2 sticks 
of cold, unsalted butter into small cubes and add to the bowl. Pulse the food 
processor to form the dough, approximately 10 seconds. Wrap the dough in 
plastic wrap and refrigerate for an hour. Cut the chilled dough into 8 even 
pieces and roll into rounds large enough to cover the bottom and sides of a 
tart shell pan. Place dough in tart pans and bake for 10–12 minutes at 350º 
until slightly browned. Cool.

Chocolate Caramel Filling: Chop 8 oz dark chocolate into teensy bits and place in 
large bowl with 4 Tbls unsalted butter. Set aside. In a large pot, combine 1 1/4 
c sugar, 1/2 c water and 1/4 c light Karo syrup until it looks like wet sand. Turn 
the heat on, and let it boil. Do not stir. Watch this caramel closely until it turns 
the color of a nice amber beer (this IS Wisconsin), which is approximately 3 
minutes. Slowly add 1 1/2 c heavy cream a little at a time, stirring constantly. 
Do not break the boil. After all the cream is added, continue stirring for 2 
minutes to let the caramel thicken. Cool to 100º. Pour the cooled caramel over 
the chocolate and let it melt. Add 1/4 c rum or bourbon (optional) and stir to 
combine. Pour the chocolate caramel into the tart shells, let it cool to set up, 
and enjoy. 

OUR KITCHEN  by Leanne Cordisco

Celebrating what’s in season at our local farmers’ market Out With Stale, in With Style

OUT
OPERA

@ the

proud sponsor of

478 Commerce Dr. Suite 205 across parking lot from Brennan’s Madison West

Certified Master 
Kitchen & Bath Designer

“One of 3 in the State” 
608.752.1743 | DeniseQuade.com
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New Harvest Foundation
is the only foundation in South Central 
Wisconsin that channels charitable 
contributions exclusively to organizations 
working to promote lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) rights, services, 
culture and community development. 
Founded in 1984, New Harvest Foundation 
is operated by a 12-member Board of 
Directors, along with other volunteers. It 
pools contributions of hundreds of donors 
each year to provide grant money to LGBT 
causes.  We raise money to give back!

Support Us
You can make a secure donation on our 
website or contact us for information about 
planned giving.  Please consider joining one 
of our committees, volunteering at an event, 
or becoming a member of our board.

newharvestfoundation.org

A Member of

Recent Grant Recipient
NHF funded the “Interfaith Dialogues 
on Sexuality”.  Co-hosted by UW-
Madison School of Social Work and 
OutReach LGBT Center, the confer-
ence focused on how religious tradi-
tions and organizations in the Madison 
area have transformed their congrega-
tions into open and affirming spaces for 
the LGBT community.  Madison-area 
congregations presented their views, 
strategies, and barriers in transforming 
their congregations.  Keynote speaker 
Rev. Scott Anderson shared reflections 
on becoming the first openly gay man 
ordained in the Presbyterian Church.

Photographed by Roberto Amezcua, amezcuaphotography.com

Advertise in Our Lives. For rates and info, contact us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

Who are you and where are you from?  DIEGO: I was 
born and raised in Cuenca, Ecuador. After I 
graduated from the university in Cuenca, I 
moved to the United States in 2001 to study 
English. While living in Missouri, I found an 
opportunity to move to Madison and work in 
radio. Since 2002, I have been working for the 
first and only 24/7 Spanish radio station in 
Madison, WLMV 1480AM La Movida. My job 
duties at the station are production manager/
promotions director/on-air personality. 

BALTAZAR: I am a dreamer, a fighter, a hard 
worker, a believer, a spiritual being, and a 
community organizer. I am from Guadalajara, 
a beautiful city located in the state of Jalisco, 
Mexico. I have been in the States for 12 years. 
I came to America to work as a Hispanic 
minister. I later entered the seminary. In my 
third year, I realized that my vocation should 
not be limited to one idea or one religion. 
After leaving the seminary, I obtained a 
bachelor’s degree from UW-Whitewater. After 
graduation, I came to Madison with the idea 
of establishing a multimedia business. It was 
not too long before I started working at the 
Vera Court and Bridge Lake Point community 
centers. Today, I am the Latino Academy of 
Workforce Development program director 
and share administration duties at the Vera 

Court Neighborhood Center agency. I am one 
of the co-founders of Alianza Latina. 

How did you come to be involved in Alianza Latina? 
BALTAZAR: The idea of Alianza Latina started 
in November of 2010. One of my duties as 
a latino family resource coordinator was to 
provide resources to the latino community 
so their basic needs could be met. One day, 
Blanca, a very dedicated volunteer, ap-
proached me and shared with me that she 
had found out her two sons were gay. In 
addition to offering her personal support, I 

started looking around to see if there were 
some resources in Dane County for latino 
LGBTQ youth and families. I found none. After 
sending dozens of emails to various agencies, 
I was able to get in touch with Diego. He and 
I met for the first time at a local restaurant 
to talk about the need for an LGBTQ latino 
group. The rest is history. Diego and I have 
not been the only ones involved in this 

project. Alianza Latina has been established 
thanks to the support of many latino and non-
latino leaders and organizations. We are very 
grateful to the By Youth, For Youth United Way 
Grant; The Kids Funds; the City of Madison; 
and the Wisconsin Community Fund for their 
financial support. DIEGO: Baltazar sent me an 
email with the idea of creating a group for 
LGTBQ latino youth. Along with AIDS Network 
staff, I started a support group for LGTBQ 
adult latinos back in 2003, and I told Baltazar 
that we could create something similar but 
focused on youth.

How does Alianza Latina support/serve the LGBTQ 
community?  BALTAZAR: Alianza Latina is a safe-
haven where latino LGBTQ youth and their 
allies feel welcomed and accepted. We offer 
educational opportunities where both youth 
and allies can learn about gender identity, 
coming out, spirituality, etc. It also creates 
awareness within the local latino community. 
DIEGO: Unfortunately, there is still a misconcep-
tion about the LGBTQ community in the latino 
community, and I believe in the community 
in general. We want to close that gap, and the 
best way to do that is through education. 

How has Alianza Latina made a difference in your 
life and/or the lives of people you know?  DIEGO: 
To get to know the LGBTQ community is not 
easy. For a latino who was raised in a conser-
vative environment, there are so many things 
to learn about our community, things that I 
didn’t have the chance to learn when I was a 
teenager, like transgenderism. Being in the 
group has made me, a gay man, understand 
my community much better. Sometimes, with 
allies, we chat about a topic that a specialist 
shared with us in the meeting and our conver-
sations go very deep. I’m always amazed at the 
new things we learn. Alianza Latina has made 
a huge impact in my life as a human being 
and as a gay man. BALTAZAR: Growing up as a 
gay Mexican male was a real challenge. I wish 
I had a group like Alianza Latina when I was 
growing up. It would have made such a differ-
ence in my personal life. It is just great to have 
a group where you are welcome no matter 
who you are. My heart fills up with emotion 
and happiness every time I hear the moms in 
the group expressing their unconditional love 
for their gay sons or lesbian daughters.

How can readers learn more about Alianza Latina? 
You can learn more by visiting our website at 
alianzalatinamadison.com or through  
facebook.com/alianzalatinamadison. We 
encourage readers to contact Laura Ranal-
letta, our new youth coordinator, or Adriana 
Elizalde, our new ally coordinator, with any 
questions at 608-310-4573. n

Diego Campoverde-Cisneros and Baltazar De Anda-Santana  
on the value of coming together with latino and latina youth in the LGBTQ  

community for connection and education in Alianza Latina.

Alianza Latina

For a latino who was raised in 
a conservative environment, 
there are so many things to 
learn about our community.
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Kate Clapper studied printmaking and 
photography at UW-Milwaukee and 

completed her master’s in fine arts at UW-
Madison in 2003. Upon graduating, she 
stayed here and started a small business 
called Flying Rabbit Press, where she does 
custom letterpress printing. Outside her 
business, she spends time making art, gar-
dening, enjoying friends and family, and 
occasionally teaching. Her artwork is quiet 
and contemplative, drawing from patterns 
and textures found in nature. In addition to 
vegetables, her gardens are full of the wild-
flowers, fruits, and native plants that define 
our regional landscapes. If authenticity was 
our currency, Kate Clapper would be one 
of the richest women in Madison. 

How did you discover that you were an artist? I’m still discovering that I’m 
an artist. I used to have a rather narrow definition of what it is to 
be an artist, something akin to a job description, which led to a fair 
amount of heartache. I have realized that when I describe myself as 
an artist, I’m telling you what sort of person I am, not just that I make 
prints or photographs. I’m saying that I seek out beauty and mean-
ing, foster creative thinking, and have visual conversations. 

What was the most important thing someone taught you about gardening? 
Many wise people have shared their knowledge about gardening 
with me—my grandparents, my mother, a childhood neighbor, 
friends, and local farmers—but I have learned the most from the 
garden itself. Every garden is different. I like to think that I listen to 
my plants, to how they respond to environmental changes, or to 
things that I do, and then I adjust to their preferences and requests. 
The result is less work, less intervention, and higher production.

What are the parallels between your art and gardening? I draw much of 
my art-making inspiration from the natural world. I wonder at the 
levels of complexity, rhythm, and pattern that exist in balance with 
complete unpredictability. Color palette, patterning, and the general 
“feel” of my work come directly out of my experience of being in 
natural environments and working in the garden.

I love the minutia in both printmaking and gardening. I also love 
how “hands-on” they both are. I make my own printmaking grounds, 
I crank my presses by hand, I put in my own fences, and I start my 
own seeds. I’m partial to the autonomy I have in both practices, too.

My girlfriend asserts that my garden is a work of art. If that’s true, 
then more credit goes to the plants than to me, but I will concede 
that I’m incapable of gardening without aesthetic consideration.

Are you a native plant purist? If so, why? Do you have a non-native plant temp-
tation? Which one and why? Yes and no. I have a very strong preference 
for native plants, and I will always choose natives over non-natives if 
I can make it work. My front yard is almost completely in deep shade, 
which is rather limiting. When I moved into this house, I decided to 
gradually abolish the turf grass from the front yard and replace it 
with native open woodland plants, shrubs, and understory trees. So 

Matthew “Skip” Resenhoeft
(414) 899-4395 cell | (608) 442-7114 home

sharpexposurephotography.com/
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far, I’ve been a total purist 
about that project, but I am 
gradually opening to the idea 
that it may be okay to use 
plants that are non-native, 
but not invasive, which is a 
pretty distinct and important 
difference.

In terms of food garden-
ing, I’m definitely not a purist 

in the same way. I do choose heritage and open-pollinating plant 
varieties and avoid hybrids, however. I love to save seed for the next 
season, and you just can’t do that with hybrid varieties. There are 
other reasons, too, but I won’t get started on the politics of industrial 
farming and genetic tampering. 

What was the last thing you ate from your garden? Technically, it’s the 
lemon balm and stevia tea that I’m drinking right now, but I put up a 
fair amount of the food I grow by canning, pickling, freezing, or dry-
ing, so I am eating it throughout the winter. Processing food is a lot 
like the kind of printmaking I do. There are recipes, and timers, and 
lots of little details that all come together to make something simple 
and seemingly effortless. 

How come more people aren’t printmaker gardeners? Actually, quite a few 
of my printmaker friends are gardeners, too. Maybe there are more 
of us out there than we realize. 

What is your favorite time of day to be in the garden? The garden is lovely 
in the very early morning, but the only time I’m in it then is when I’ve 
stayed up all night. I am not a morning person.

What is your favorite time of day to make art? Definitely in the evening 
and at night. I’ve been a night owl all of my life, and I feel most alert 
and focused late in the day and into the night. 

What are you working on at Flying Rabbit Press? I’ve got several jobs right 
now: a suite of wedding stationery, business cards for a local com-
pany, and a project for another artist. I’m also working on some retail 
letterpress printed items, like note cards and seed-saving packets.

FOR MORE INFORMATION about Kate Clapper or Flying Rabbit Press, 
visit the website (FlyingRabbitPress.com), or check her out on Face-
book (facebook.com/FlyingRabbitPress). Consultations for letter-
press projects are always free. –Karin Wolf

4201 East Towne Boulevard • 608-241-3400 
Tues - Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-4:30

www.levyfinefurniture-design.com

4201 East Towne Boulevard • 608-241-3400 
Tues - Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-4:30

www.levyfinefurniture-design.com

The Focus is on inTerior Design

concepTs in inDiviDualiTy 
anD personal sTyle

The signaTure— 
phillip a. levy, iiDa

resiDenTial, commercial For nature-loving Kate Clapper, it is hard to separate 
gardening from printmaking.

Garden Variety Artist

Karin Wolf is the Arts Program Administrator for 
the City of Madison Department of Planning and 
Community and Economic Development and 
the Madison Arts Commission. Her freelance arts 
writing has appeared in Sculpture Magazine, Public 
Art Review, and the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.
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something—we were trying to create something new and we DID. 
Younger women take it for granted that it’s always been like this and 
always will be; I have a sense that it could still all be taken away at 
any moment. Just look at the current governor. 

You refer to yourself as a lesbian cultural worker. Why cultural work?   Music 
is a universal language, and it’s a great way to reach people. Music is 
the great communicator. It’s great to see that women in their 20s are 
now much more interested in third-wave feminism and in women’s 
music. Younger women are looking at what we did and are studying 
us. They read books and write papers about us older women. 

I don’t know if it’s being raised as a Jew, or being a woman, or a 
lesbian, but I’ve always felt like an outsider from mainstream culture. 
My partner and I have been together for 26 years, but we’re not 
married or domestically partnered because we don’t want the state 
all up in our business. Keeping a critical eye is important. 

Everything is political; what you eat, where you shop, the choices 
you make. Without being conscious about it all of the time, it’s just 
how I am who I am.

What part of the culture speaks to you now?  I love Proud Theater. 

Do you see Proud Theater as part of your legacy?  Everything that comes 
after us is part of our legacy. What we hope is that we’ll bring joy to 
ourselves and to others, but that younger women will also become 
involved and do something that brings joy to themselves and to 
others—and keep it moving forward. Sometimes I think it’s as simple 
as “just do something.”  n

Tara Ayres talks with Her Infinite Variety veteran and  
Madison institution Sue Goldwomon.

Musicwomon

I met Sue Goldwomon in 1977, before I moved to Madison, at an 
Olivia music distributors’ meeting at the Michigan Womyn’s Music 
Festival. I caught up with her again recently to talk about her lifelong 
involvement with women’s music.

A lot of the women who are actively involved with women’s music are 
musicians themselves. How did you get involved? I used to go to the 
summer music clinics at the UW and did choral singing. I was part 
of Anna Crusis Women’s Chorus [one of the first feminist choruses in 
the U.S., which began in Madison], and I was one of the founders of 
Womonsong singing group.  

The real inspiration for becoming involved in women’s music 
distribution was going to the second National Women’s Music 
Festival. I found out about all of the music, and my partner and I 
became Olivia distributors. We called ourselves Lunacy. Shortly 
thereafter, she left and I ran it by myself. I was a distributor for about 
five years, until 1981.

We were both at the first WILD meeting in Kansas City. [WILD was the Women’s 
Independent Label Distributors’ Network, which was an alliance of women 
who sold women’s music to stores around the country.]  I was part of 
founding the WILD network. I sent a lot of my old distributor stuff to 
the Women’s Music Archives (now at Smith College). I’ll always regret 
that I missed the first Michfest, although my tent went.

After I stopped distributing, I was on the Her Turn collective. [Her 
Turn is a women’s news program on WORT.] In 1984, I started doing 
Her Infinite Variety on WORT; I stopped two years ago, just shy of 26 
years. I was tired, and I thought it was time to bring in new voices 
and to give younger women a chance. They do it differently than I 
did or would, and that’s a good thing. I’ve gone back and done a few 
on-air interviews for them. 

I spent four years producing shows at Apple Island in the early- to 
mid-1990s. We did a show every month for four years. I liked doing 
it and still do, which is why Jenny Pressman and I produced the June 
and Jean Millington concert last year.

I have referred to myself for many years as a lesbian cultural 
worker. I was the office manager for Feminist Voices for their last two 
years, and I’ve been part of a lot of different lesbian and feminist 
groups over the years. They’re all part of the same mission: trying to 
make a difference and trying to reach people and bring joy into their 
lives while enjoying it myself. 

What has changed in the women’s community throughout your involvement?
Things have changed radically in the women’s community since the 
late 1960s. I miss the camaraderie. It’s not that I haven’t had that 
other places, like Madwomen for Peace [a feminist anti-war group 
that started after the U.S. invaded Afghanistan]. But the community’s 
certainly not the same as it was 20 years ago.

Back when we were young, we felt like we were building 

Tara Ayres, OutReach’s 2011 Susan Green Woman 
of the Year, is a singer, writer, actor, director and 
general theater geek. She is the Artistic Director of 
StageQ, Madison’s queer theater troupe, and hosts a 
weekly radio program, “Better Living Through Show 
Tunes,” on WORT, 89.9 FM.

Younger women are looking at what we did 
and are studying us. They read books and write 
papers about us older women.
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REDCAT  NETWORKS,  LLC
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John & Curt

IT Professionals 
Specializing in:

Custom Built PC’s
Discreet Data Recovery

PC Troubleshooting & Repair
Custom Security Systems 

Home & Office Network Setup

608.240.0488
tamarzick.com

Tamar Zick, MA
Licensed Professional Counselor 
LGBT Specialist & Community Member
2453 Atwood Avenue 201A

When you need encouragement  
and support, help is at hand.

•  Complicated Relationships
• Loss & Trauma
• Addiction
•  Depression & Anxiety

It is possible to feel better.

1101010 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

No matter what you value,  
I’m here to protect it with  
respect and professionalism. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

It’s our 
differences  
that make  
us great.

Jim Hartman Ins Agcy Inc
Jim Hartman, Agent

Bus: 608-838-4171   Fax: 608-838-0441
jim@jimhartman.com
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Submit your poetry to: LINDA LENZKE, llenzke@charter.net

A Piece from the LGBTQ Narratives Group
lgbtqnarratives.blogspot.com

“I’m not a queer, I’m disembodied.” —William Burroughs, Queer.

Disembodied. Adjective. 1) Lacking a body, or freed from the body; 
incorporeal. 2) Lacking in substance, solidity, or any firm relation to 
reality. 

***
I look down at myself and the only thing that tells me I’m inhabiting 

this body is the synapses firing inside my brain that register pain when I 
pinch myself. I do not dislike this body; I enjoy the curves and contours 
afforded to me by the laws of the double-x chromosome. Breasts...
hips...I find these things pleasing. I think I look acceptable. 

But I feel trapped in this body. Not the way others feel trapped—I 
feel trapped because I can’t be a shapeless mist floating through the 
air, learning and experiencing things from a purely voyeuristic point 
of view. I can’t watch the way people flowing in and out of the city 
look like ants scurrying through an ant farm. I can’t follow you around 
corners and watch as you perform mating rituals in order to attract 
someone to you. I can’t feel your breath on my face when you sigh in 
some kind of fresh weightlessness when you finish brushing your teeth.

I don’t interest me; you interest me. The person sitting next to you 
interests me. I am not interesting. This shell I must travel in is not 
interesting. Paying money to adorn this vehicle makes my brain spin 
inside my skull with how ridiculous it is; dress me up in pleasantries 
and plaid, and I still react instinctually, like my ancestors before me. 
We, all of us, are slaves to our basic instincts. Floods of chemicals seep 
into our brains, directing our actions, re-actions, without our permission. 
It’s tedious. Primal. I don’t like it. Aren’t we better than that? We’ve 
touched the stars and bent cells to our whims. We’re mere heartbeats 
away from ordering our children like we order our food. Is it possible to 
contract a bit of control?

***
Lacking any firm relation to reality.
Reality.
Reality is relative. Relativity is real. 
I am real. 
...I think.
I think, therefore I am. But thinking does not require a body, only a 

mind. The mind exists outside of the body. Disembodied mind.
Mind over matter. Those who mind don’t matter, and those who 

matter never mind. They don’t matter. They aren’t matter. 
I think, therefore I am. I can’t think for them; I can’t prove they do. 
Only I am here. 
I am real.
Real is relative. Reality is relative. 
Reality.
Disembodied.
Queer.

Having previously studied fiction writing 
at Columbia College Chicago, S.M. Wieland 
now calls Madison home. She is a current 
member of the LGBTQ Narratives group, 
and hopes to one day cultivate a queer 
homestead where the creativity can grow 
as much as the agriculture.

Our Lives Recommends:

Disembodied/Queer

Through the Door of Life: 
A Jewish Journey between Genders  
BY JOY LADIN

Professor Jay Ladin made headlines 
around the world when, after years 
of teaching literature at Yeshiva 
University, he returned to the 
Orthodox Jewish campus as a 
woman—Joy Ladin. In Through the 
Door of Life, Joy Ladin takes readers 
inside her transition as she changed 
genders and, in the process, created 

a new self. With unsparing honesty and surprising humor, Ladin 
wrestles with both the practical problems of gender transition and 
the larger moral, spiritual, and philosophical questions that arise. 
Ladin’s poignant memoir takes us from the death of living as the 
man she knew she wasn’t; to the shattering of family and career that 
accompanied her transition; to the new self, relationships, and love 
she finds when she opens the door of life. Through the Door of Life: 
A Jewish Journey between Genders is part of the Living Out: Gay 
and Lesbian Autobiographies series published by the University of 
Wisconsin Press.

TRADITION II

One day, my grandma will sit
me down and ask about you.
I’ll stumble a song between fang and gum 
taste my own blood in the meat of your sweet, 
briny name and when she hears the muscle
rough face too shaped like mine, she’ll wait for me
to correct myself, ask me again to sing
the hymn of my heart again, I’ll say your name
this time like a dare, like a gospel
burned to forbidden dust in a Vatican basement
and the silence will mark the war
In this corner: my grandmother armed
with psalms old as her love for me
In this corner: my love armed with arms
I mistake as sanctuary 
and here: a black boy, sweet as bread and wine
whose only wish is to sit down
with a woman that shares his blood
and a man who owns his heart
and talk nice about the lord on a Sunday. 

DANEZ SMITH is a poet, performer, and playwright from St. Paul, Minn. 
Danez, a Cave Canem fellow, is published in PANK, Illumination, Orange 
Quarterly, and elsewhere. Danez is a senior at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and a founding member of the First Wave Hip-Hop Theatre Ensemble. 
A Slam Champion, Danez has established himself as a performer, writer, 
teacher, and personality in his many worlds. He has received critical acclaim 
across the country and the globe to 
Mexico, Panama, Switzerland, and 
England for his performance of poetry 
and theatre
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Building community doesn’t happen overnight.
Like any good recipe, it calls for a variety of 

ingredients, measured out into the perfect amounts. 
A community needs an investment of resources like 
time and energy, a vision for the future, and a group 
of dedicated individuals who are passionate about 
achieving a shared purpose.

In the struggle to achieve full equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender people, we too often group people into the “LGBTQ 
Community” without thinking about the meaning of community and 
being truly honest about the state of Wisconsin’s LGBTQ community.

Following the 2010 election, as we at Fair Wisconsin assessed how 
best to move forward in a drastically different legislative and political 
environment, we decided to shift our fears about the potential attacks 
from the new leadership in our state capitol and use it as an opportunity 
to build the capacity of the LGBTQ equality movement in Wisconsin.

We decided to launch our inaugural Fair Wisconsin Education Fund 
Leadership Conference, entitled “Connecting Leaders, Advancing the 
Movement.” We intended this gathering to build a more skilled and 
networked group of LGBTQ and allied activists working to advance 
equality in Wisconsin. We thought this could be the new frontier of 
our work and allow us to keep moving forward, even when our politi-
cal leaders wanted to undermine our progress.

And then the world exploded. Well, not the entire world, but for 
a few short months in the spring, and throughout the year, we found 
ourselves on unsteady ground. Every day brought a new challenge, 
and sometimes even a victory.

Internally, our leadership conference became the beacon of stabil-
ity. It was a fixed point in time and a tool to organize “the community” 
and leverage the renewed activism and engagement to continue our 
work in local communities across Wisconsin to take steps toward 
building a more inclusive city, county, workplace, etc.

Held on January 13-15, 2012 at the Hilton in Milwaukee, the First 
Annual Leadership Conference brought together over 150 activists 
and leaders from every corner of Wisconsin to learn from movement 
leaders and from each other; to share their experiences; and to con-
nect over their struggles, their triumphs, and their vision for a fair 
Wisconsin. We were fortunate to have a variety of presenters, from 
organizations like Diverse & Resilient and the Gay & Lesbian Alli-

The conference brought together over 
150 activists and leaders from every corner 
of Wisconsin to learn from movement leaders 
and from each other.

community
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ance Against Defamation (GLAAD) to some of our very own board 
members like author and transgender activist Helen Boyd and histo-
rian Dick Wagner, one of the first out elected officials in the country.

I was incredibly moved by the passion our leaders brought to the 
weekend, by their determination even in the face of our opposition, 
and by their willingness to stand up, share their stories, and inspire 
each other.

The feeling of community was palpable.
These moments are not the product of only one person or one orga-

nization, and I think that adds to the meaningful experience. I’d like 
to thank Chaz Bono for sharing the story of his courageous transition 
with us, as well as the organizations that sponsored the event, includ-
ing New Harvest Foundation, Our Lives Magazine, the Wisconsin 
Gazette, the Lesbian Fund of the Women’s Fund of Greater Milwau-
kee, OPEN, and Martin Schreiber & Associates. None of this would 
have been possible without the visionary leadership of the Boards of 
Directors of Fair Wisconsin Education Fund and Fair Wisconsin Inc. 
And most of all, thank YOU, the people who attended, who support 
Fair Wisconsin and our work, and every individual leader in Wiscon-
sin who is dismantling discrimination and building a more inclusive 
state for LGBTQ people.

I left that weekend feeling energized and renewed, and I can’t wait 
for the Second Annual Leadership conference in 2013. Stay tuned for 
more details in the months ahead!

Katie Belanger is the Executive Director of Fair Wisconsin and its entities. Fair Wisconsin Edu-
cation Fund is the statewide lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender organization dedicated to 
educating about the harms of discrimination and building more inclusive communities and 
workplaces. For more information, please visit fairwisconsineducationfund.com.

Fair Wisconsin Executive Director Katie Belanger 
reflects on their First Annual Leadership Conference and 
on what it takes to build community and momentum.

Building Community, 
Dismantling Discrimination

Chaz Bono speaking at 
the Gala Dinner.

Photographed by Eric Baillies
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Madison Symphony Orchestra
John DeMain | Music Director

MARCH 9 10 11
BRAHMS Symphony No. 3

RODRIGO Concierto Andaluz

RIMSKY-KORSAKOV Capriccio Espagnol

Carl St.Clair Conductor

Los Angeles Guitar Quartet

SPONSORS

NBC-TV 15/ NBC15.COM 
DIANE ENDRES BALLWEG 
on behalf of Endres Manufacturing Co.

AN ANONYMOUS FRIEND
WISCONSIN ARTS BOARD

MARCH 30 31 APRIL 1
KEVIN PUTS Inspiring Beethoven

BEETHOVEN Piano Concerto No. 4

R. STRAUSS Ein Heldenleben

John DeMain Conductor

Philippe Bianconi Piano
SPONSORS

STEPHEN D. MORTON 
UNIVERSITY RESEARCH PARK
DEETTE BEILFUSS EAGER & LEONARD P. EAGER, JR
WISCONSIN ARTS BOARD

MAY 11 12 13
GERSHWIN 
Cuban Overture
An American in Paris
Rhapsody in Blue
Excerpts from Porgy and Bess

John DeMain Conductor        

Martina Filjak Piano 

Laquita Mitchell Soprano 

Eric Greene Baritone 

Madison Symphony Chorus  
Beverly Taylor, Director

SINGLE TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
CALL: 608.258.4141 ONLINE: madisonsymphony.org

SPONSORS

KW2
NICHOLAS & ELAINE MISCHLER 
CAPITOL LAKES  
AN ANONYMOUS FRIEND
WISCONSIN ARTS BOARD
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January 20 | Out at the Symphony

Canoecopia & Bike-O-Rama, March 9–11, Alliant Energy Center  Canoecopia 
is the world’s largest paddlesport exposition, and is hosted by Rutabaga, 
a paddler-owned local business. Bike-O-Rama has thousands of new 
bicycles all in one place. canoecopia.com & bikeorama.com

Perfect Harmony Men’s Chorus: Cabaret Show, March 10–11, West Side 
Club  Perfect Harmony Men’s Chorus strives to provide gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and ally men with opportunities for the performance 
of choral music in a supportive and affirming environment 
perfectharmonychorus.org

As Bees in Honey Drown: A Satire About Fame Whores, March 16–31, Bartell 
Theatre  OUT!Cast Theatre presents, in partnership with Mercury Players 
Theatre, “As Bees in Honey Drown.” A young writer hungry for fame and 
fortune gets the break of his life when asked to write the life story of the 
socialite Alexa Ver deVere. mercuryplayerstheatre.com

MGHA’s Blades Against AIDS, March 18, Hartmeyer Ice Arena  This open-skate 
fundraiser for the AIDS Network will help to raise awareness around how 
HIV disproportionately affects the LGBTQ community. madisongayhockey.org

Super Heroes Bingo, March 25, The Edgewater  A FUNdraiser for AIDS 
Network, this month’s theme is “Super Heroes.” Hosted by 
Cass Marie Domino with celebrity ball caller Dave Cieslewicz. 
madcampbingo.org

This Beautiful City, March 25–April 14, The Bartell Theater  A 
provocative play with music, StageQ’s “This Beautiful City” 
explores the rise of Evangelical Christianity, and the shifting line 
between church and state, changing ideas about the nature 
of Christianity, and how different beliefs can either coexist or 
conflict within a community. stageq.com

Proud Theatre: Beyond, May 3–5, Fredric March Play Circle, 
Memorial Union  An evening of theater, music, poetry, and dance 
written by and starring the youth of Proud Theater, Madison’s 
very own LGBTQ youth theater troupe. uniontheater.wisc.edu

AIDS Network’s Red Ribbon Affair
April 13, Monona Terrace
This black tie gala fundraiser has one 
of the area’s premier silent auctions. 
Last year, over 100 local businesses 
donated over $30,000 worth of  
items. Michael Bruno will emcee  
and Christine Bellport and Leigh Mills 
will host. 
aidsnetwork.org

ORGANIZATIONS

AIDS Network
600 Williamson St., Madison (608) 252-6540
aidsnetwork.org

Alianza Latina
facebook.com/alianzalatinamadison

Bowling Out Loud
beckwith.matt@yahoo.com

Dairyland Cowboys & Cowgirls
dcandc.org

Fair Wisconsin
203 S. Paterson Street, Madison (608) 441-0143
fairwisconsin.com

Frontrunners/Frontwalkers
personalpages.tds.net/~tmcclurg

Gay/Straight Alliance 
for Safe Schools (GSAFE)
301 S. Bedford St., Madison (608) 661-4141
gsaforsafeschools.com

Gay Softball League
ssblmadison.com

Gay Volleyball League
madisongayvolleyball.com

Hermanos Latinos
sneal@aidsnetwork.org

Lez In Color Yahoo Group
LezInColor@yahoogroups.com 

Lez Talk Yahoo Group
leztalkmadison@yahoogroups.com

Madison Gay Hockey Association
madisongayhockey.org

Madison Minotaurs Gay Rugby
minotaursrugby.org 

New Harvest Foundation
newharvestfoundation.org

Out Professional and 
Executive Network (O.P.E.N.)
openmadison.org

OutReach Community Center
600 Williamson St., Madison (608) 255-8582
lgbtoutreach.org

PFLAG - Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays
(608) 848-2333
pflag-madison.org

Perfect Harmony Men’s Chorus
perfectharmonychorus.org

StageQ - Madison’s Queer Theater
stageq.com

UW - Madison LGBT Campus Center
800 Langdon St., Madison (608) 265-3344
wisc.edu/lgbt

Wisconsin Rainbow Families
wirainbowfamilies.com

A representative sampling

Cultural, Social, Service, and Nightlife listings

GET LISTED To see your event on this page, be sure to post it on our community calendar ourlivesmadison.com

New Harvest Dinner/ 
Comedy Fundraiser  
March 3, The Edgewater Hotel 
New Harvest’s annual event has two 
goals: to fund the LGBTQ community’s 
development; and to raise awareness 
about their funding priorities: youth 
and seniors. This year the Madison 
Minotaurs Rugby Club will be 
honored. Comedy by Karen Williams.
newharvestfoundation.org

Out at the Opera: Cinderella 
April 27, Overture Center
Join Madison Opera’s LGBTQ affinity 
group for Rossini’s Cinderella, a 
comedic bel canto romp set in 
1930s Hollywood, complete with 
a fairy godfather. Then, continue 
with an exclusive after-party at 
Fresco Rooftop Restaurant and meet 
Madison Opera’s artists. 
madisonopera.org

March | Networking Event at Plan B

April 19 | Breakfast Meeting

June | Betty-Lou Cruise

July | Billy Elliott

August | Pride Brunch, Parade

September | Workplace Summit

October | National Coming Out Day

November | Chazen Museum

save the date
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PRESENTED BY:

DONATED BY:

THE WISCONSIN  
AIDS RIDE 

CELEBRATING TEN YEARS

AUGUST 2–5, 2012 
www.actride.org

Ride.  
Crew.  
Donate.

community
January 29 | AIDS Network “I Love the ’70s” Bingo at the Edgewater January 31 | OPEN Dinner Celebration at Union South

Photographed by Eric Baillies
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hile you might not realize it at the time, there are moments in your life that are 
pivotal. Upon reflection, those key moments in our lives shape us into the people 
we are today.

For me, it started when I came to UW–Madison as a freshman. I hadn’t really 
come out yet, at least not to myself. I knew something was different, but didn’t fully understand 
what. But it didn’t take long that freshman year to find myself working with the Young Demo-
crats on campus to collect petitions for the non-discrimination bill circulating that session.

That was the bill that banned discrimination based on sexual orientation, which was authored 
by then-State Rep. David Clarenbach. The bill passed and was the first in the nation to place 

w

non-discrimination language into state statutes for gays and lesbians. 
Since then, it has been replicated in states across the country. Who 
would have known at the time that it would have national implications?

I collected signatures on petitions back home in Kenosha on the 
weekends because our local legislators were undecided on the issue. 
My father was a longtime member of the City Council there, and I had 
worked on political campaigns with him and others, but I never did is-
sue advocacy like that.

I didn’t really know it then, but I was quickly 
becoming an activist, even though I didn’t exactly 
know all the reasons why.

It was that beginning in advocacy that started a 
lot for me. It pushed me to eventually come out—
most importantly to myself—and it nudged me into 
a life of politics. It was one of those pivotal mo-
ments in my life.

Gay Bashed
After I graduated from college, I started a business (Budget Signs & 

Specialties) at age 23, which I still own today. I started it in a couple 
of small offices in the basement of a building on the Capitol Square. At 
that time, real estate downtown was about as cheap and empty as you 
could get. I worked really long hours putting a lot of sweat equity into 
my business, and wasn’t quite active yet in the LGBTQ community.

However, that all changed one night when I was followed by two 
men as I left a gay bar and was beaten by them with a baseball bat. 
They called me a “faggot” and other names and left me unconscious 
and bloody on the street. I was embarrassed. Not because I was beaten, 
but because I felt so unable to defend myself and express my outrage 

over the inhumanity of the hate crime.
That was a second pivotal moment. From then on, I would do ev-

erything I could so that something like that would never happen again 
to anyone. I started getting active with OutReach’s predecessor, The 
United. I joined the board of the Madison Gay/Lesbian Resource Cen-
ter. I was one of the main organizers of the “You Make a Difference” 
day business fundraiser for the AIDS Network (formerly MASN). I 

also helped form the first LGBTQ business group 
in the area.

Having a Seat at the Table
One of the things I learned early in my activ-

ism was the importance of getting involved. While 
I was active in political campaigns growing up, it 
was more important than ever to me as an adult to 
get involved and fight for my values. But to fight 
for those values often required being in a position 
of being heard.

There is a famous quote that says, “If you are not at the table, you are 
likely on the menu.” What that means is that no matter how much some-
one who agrees with you might try to represent you, having the unique 
experience of being you and being where decisions are made means 
volumes more. All too often, if you aren’t part of the decision making, 
you will likely get left out, or worse yet, get served on the menu.

My Life in Politics
Soon I learned to combine my activism and my political beliefs, and 

I ran for the Dane County Board of Supervisors, a local office I held 
for three terms. I had the privilege of serving with then-County Board 

Photographed by Matt Wisniewski

State Representative Mark Pocan examines the pivotal  
moments in his life and how they’ve shaped his commitment 

to using his elected positions to effect change.

tableseat at
the

a

There is a famous 
quote that says,
“If you are not 

at the table, you 
are likely on the 

menu.”

State Rep. Mark Pocan 
photographed in his 
Madison home near 

Tenney Park.



24 MARCH / APRIL 2012

Member Tammy Baldwin. We’ve been friends ever since. Former 
County Board Chairman Dick Wagner was a mentor to both Tammy 
and me—a reasonable voice who advocated for working with others 
and achieving results. In many ways, this was the final catalyst for me 
to start a life in government service.

After Rep. Scott Klug announced he wouldn’t run for Congress, State 
Rep. Tammy Baldwin quickly got in the race. I was excited for her, but 
also realized we would be losing one of the few national LGBTQ politi-
cal voices in state legislatures across the nation.

I quickly called a few people and asked them to run for the legislature. 
I was turned down. Instead, each encouraged me to run. Eventually, I 
decided that was the path I should take and ran for her legislative seat, 
while helping try to make history—getting Tammy elected to Congress.

And history we made. Tammy won. I won. And I started my career 
in the legislature.

Since 1998, I have run and been reelected a total of seven times. I’m 
proud of what I have gotten done over the years: the Compassionate 
Care for Rape Victims bill, the Wisconsin American Jobs Act (banned 
outsourcing with taxpayer dollars), and a bill requiring all electronic 
voting machines to have paper ballots that were the official ballot of 
record, to name a few.

I also helped expand healthcare to every child in Wisconsin and ex-
tend health benefits to childless adults who received state assistance, 
moves that made Wisconsin a state with one of the greatest percent of 
health care coverage in the nation. I fought for working families and 
supported organized labor. And I was always a strong advocate for the 
environment.

However, Wisconsin for way too long had abandoned its progres-
sive tradition toward the LGBTQ population. We may have paved the 
path for the original non-discrimination law, but since then it had been 
all downhill. I watched the constitutional amendment process unfold, 
where despite growing support from Democrats, unions, communities 
of faith, and others, Wisconsin wrote hate into our constitution.

That’s why I resolved to make a difference where I could when I 
was in a position of power. Last session, when I became the co-chair of 
the Joint Committee on Finance, I was determined to pass pro-equality 
legislation. And we did. With the strong support of Governor Jim Doyle 
and the hard work of Fair Wisconsin, I helped to shepherd our Domes-
tic Partnership law and health benefits for state and university employ-

ees. And, for the first time, we were able to get funds for LGBTQ youth 
in Wisconsin.

It was a long time coming; the first real positive acts since 1983. But 
by being in a position to make important decisions, along with the sup-
port of so many others, I was able to make a difference.

That’s why it is so important to have a seat at the table, the table of 
decision making, to make sure we aren’t on the menu.

Losing Leadership in Congress
I am one of the many of fans of Rep. Tammy Baldwin, and I’ve been 

proud to help her get elected to the State Legislature and Congress. 
Now, I couldn’t be more excited to help elect her to the U.S. Senate. 
Tammy truly is what being a good public servant is all about.

But that also means Tammy is leaving Congress to go to the Sen-
ate. That means of the four openly gay or lesbian elected members of 
Congress, we will lose one of those few outstanding voices of equality.

Then a couple of months ago, Congressman Barney Frank (D-Mas-
sachusetts) announced he’d be retiring from Congress. That cut our 
representation in the House of Representatives in half, a place where 
so many decisions affecting our lives happen. But two members out of 
435 is hardly representative of the population as a whole.

I love the work I’ve done in the legislature for the last 13-plus years. 
It has been a dream job, one in which I have had a lot of positive impact 
for our community and the entire state.

But in politics, as in life, sometimes you have to earn a seat at a big-
ger table to do even more. And that’s why I decided to run for Congress.

Running for Congress
Running for Congress is a big change from my current life. I work 

hours that would be illegal if I worked for someone, often clocking 

Mark, his husband 
Phil Frank, and 
their dog Che.

Designers are seeing the impact of our economic Depression 
reflecteD in the tastes anD Decisions of homeowners. terms like 
“upcycling” anD “local sourcing” are no longer relegateD to the elite, 
but are becoming more ubiquitous for the more casual consumer as 
money is tighter anD the environment is in more neeD of our care. 
remoDelers are looking to make Do with less, make their homes 
more eco-conscious, anD Design their environments in shabby chic. 

Greener, Smaller Homes
ASSOCIATED HOUSEWRIGHTS
SCOTT SHIMANSKI, PARTNER

there appears to be a soliD uptick in remoDeling activity. 
kitchen showrooms are reporting a sizeable jump in traf-
fic. our hunch is that there may be a gooD Deal of “pent 

up DemanD” after several years of lower activity in our inDustry. with 
lenDing institutions offering historically attractive borrowing rates, 
we are optimistic about 2012. 

one trenD we have seen over the past few years is a growing 
interest in home performance auDits anD the energy improvements 
that follow. our clients are often willing to invest in having a home 
that performs more comfortably seasonally while lowering their 
utility bills. 

finally, we see Desire for well-DesigneD anD crafteD “smaller” 
spaces. the not so big house anD subsequent plethora of writings 
by architect sarah susanka speak as well as any to our view of how 

a home can flow anD feel. 
careful space planning, 
thoughtful material 
selections, color, lighting, 
etc., are key ingreDients 
in a successful Design 
anD builD remoDeling 
experience. an increas-
ing percentage of people 
seem to appreciate “soul 
trumps size.”

Eco-conscious Furnishings & Local Sourcing
CRB INTERIORS 
BILL BEAUDREAU, ASID

expect to see ever more miD-century moDern Design 
in furniture anD lighting. witness Mad Men. rustic anD 
inDustrial Décor has maintaineD its place as a big trenD 

utilizing iron, steel, rustic finishes, anD moDifieD antiques to pull off 
the look. because we are still in uncertain economic times, nostalgic 
styles of furnishings guiDe us. imagine olD hollywooD with golDen 
age stars. specifically, wooD finishes are moving from lighter to 
Darker anD painteD surfaces are showing up in pale grays anD white.

Decorative fabrics always range far anD wiDe, but tribal patterns 
are making their way back with their origins in native american tex-
tiles, scanDinavia, anD morocco. luxe shows up most preDominantly 
in high sheen high tech fabrics or very traDitional italian renaissance 
patterns.

the paint companies are bringing forth natural blues, rich orange 
reDs, anD neutrals in gray.  

the gooD news in the long term is that sustainability will become 
permanent. eco-conscious furnishings use recycleD, natural, anD 

occasionally reclaimeD materials. local sources are now being recog-
nizeD as part of the “maDe in america” movement. lighting is being 
boosteD by continual aDvancements in leD lights. best of all, proj-
ects are reflecting a longer view that incorporates quality, smaller 
spaces, anD wise choices that reflect the power of Design. 

Right Sizing, Inspired Luxury, Bold Graphics
MANI & COMPANY [FOR KARASTAN CARPETS & RUGS]

DINO MANIACI, CREATIVE DIRECTOR

current interior Design trenDs run the gamut from 
exciting to eccentric. leaDing home-furnishing 
manufacturers are aDDing to the excitement with bolD 

graphic prints anD colors for spring on everything from textiles anD 
wall coverings to carpets anD rugs. urban renaissance is back with a 
softer eDge for toDay’s chic anD stylish rooms. chartreuse is the new 
black: color, color everywhere…paint 
anD accessories brighten the mooD 
anD are an inexpensive way to make a 
statement. 

new homes are being carefully 
thought out to offer owners exactly 
what they neeD. “right sizing” is the 
newest trenD across the country. gone 
are the mcmansions of the ’80s anD 
’90s—less is more, anD paring Down 
has never been so stylish. rooms that 
work anD work for you set the tone: 
home offices that Double as enter-
tainment areas, open-plan kitchens 

Home Design
Home & interior design experts weigH in on wHat’s Hot tHis season.

WHAT’S TRENDING WHAT’S TRENDING

My husband, Phil, is an amazing person. 
I am so happy that he has been in my life for  

the last 9.5 years.

[HOME][HOME]
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Decks
Arbors

Cable Railings
Fences

Resysta is an eco friendly decking material that has 
the look and feel of tropical wood, but yet not a single 
tree had to fall for it. Resysta Decking is a fibre reinforced 
material produced of approx. 60% rice husks, approx 22% 
common salt and approx 18% mineral oil, which makes 
it both environmentally friendly as well as extremely 
weather resistant against sun, rain, snow and ice.  
Quigley Decks & Fence is proud to introduce this 
beautiful decking to the people of Wisconsin, and  
enhance the beauty and style of our backyards.  

•	Decks	&	Porches
Relax in your backyard, or on your front 
porch, or crank up the grill and enjoy a 
cookout with friends and family.

•	cable	railings
Enjoy the view and sleek design that 
stainless steel cable railing creates.

•	Deck	lighting
Relax in the warm radiant glow from 
your deck on a cool summer’s night.

•	gazebos
A backyard refuge in a crazy world.

•	arbors	&	Pergolas
Climbing roses, cool shades, the 
possibilities are limitless.

608.577.4277  |  www.quigleydecks.com

608.577.4277  |  www.quigleydecks.com

72–80 hours a week running for office. But I know that it is worth it. 
To be elected to Congress to represent the people of the Second District 
of Wisconsin, to fight for the middle class, those in poverty, and others 
who all too often are not heard, and to be one of those very few true 
voices for equality, is a rare honor in life.

And with that honor often comes some consequences. As I look back 
at my life—so much of it in politics—I hope I haven’t shortchanged 
those I love the most.

My husband, Phil, is an amazing person. He has compassion and 
values that I’ve so rarely seen in anyone I’ve met before. He runs our 
business, he takes care of our dog, and he is always there for me no 
matter what kind of day I’ve had. In 2006, right after the battle over 
the constitutional amendment defining marriage, Phil and I got married 
in Toronto. I hope a byproduct of that is to show that a few misguided 
words in our constitution don’t tell us whom we can love. I am so hap-
py that he has been in my life for the last 9.5 years.

I also owe a debt of gratitude to my friends who have been short-
changed because of my time in the legislature and now my campaign 
for Congress. But they understand what the stakes are and the time it 
will take to make change. I can never thank them enough.

I am so grateful that I have in place all the elements to go to Wash-
ington, fight the dysfunction and ultimately survive, and—I hope—
make progressive change.

The seat at the table I’m fighting for isn’t just mine; it is all of ours. 
It’s one more place that our voices can be heard and acted on. Until 
we have a society that respects everyone, regardless of race, religion, 
economic status, gender, or sexual orientation, we do not represent the 
real America.

And that’s what I want to do. Fight for equality and justice. Fight 
for the little guy, the person not represented by a lobbyist. And fight to 
make this country that I love a more fair and just place for everyone 
to live.

It’s a tall order, but it sure beats being on someone else’s menu. n

with work spaces that serve as Dining areas, anD beDrooms that 
incorporate lounge areas anD hiDDen flat-screen tvs while proviDing 
intimate comfort. 

gooD value, anD investing in quality anD comfort plus style are 
the mantra for riDing out the current economic climate. inspiration is 
everywhere, anD luxury now takes the form of an exotic accent or ar-
tifact; a rich, lush pallet; or warm, elegant lighting. opulence Doesn’t 
have to mean expense, anD personal expression seems to have 
replaceD stuffy, over-DesigneD looks. Discerning style-lovers know 
true value isn’t measureD by cost. Does it speak to you, about you? is 
it comfortable; Does it reflect who you are? if you answereD yes to any 
of these questions, you’re on the right track! 

Upcycling
ICONI INTERIORS
CONI MAROTZ & KRISTEN MATHEWS, INTERIOR DESIGNERS

chanDeliers maDe from vintage crib box springs, ceiling 
grates on the face of the fireplace, anD postal-bin wine 
racks are all examples of our favorite current trenD in 

home interiors: “upcycling.” upcycling refers to the process of taking 
a previously useD object or material anD using it for purposes other 
than for what it was originally intenDeD. for the crib chanDelier, we 
suspenDeD the box frame from the ceiling over a Dining room table, 
hung our own crystals off of it, anD createD platforms for canDles to 
sit on top of it. now the fixture is a one-of-a-kinD piece anD a topic of 
conversation at Dinner! 

upcycling can start with a unique item to incorporate into the 
home Design or a more functional Desire to solve a problem. a stereo 
cabinet that is too cool to part with can be changeD into a bar anD 
cocktail station, while the Dilemma of too much clutter on the coffee 
table can be solveD with a vintage silverware box to store remotes in. 

along with the benefits of the “green” aspects to upcycling, it also 
enDs up creating a surprising anD unique space anD aDDs character 
to the home. upcycling is simply bringing something olD into your 
home to use as something new. there are no rules or wrong answers, 
as everything can always be useD as something else—it’s just a mat-
ter of thinking outsiDe the box. 

Urban Industrial Chic
PLEASANT LIVING
RICK SHAVER AND LEE MELAHN, OWNERS

walk Down the aisles at the new york gift fair 
or sneak into that flatiron storefront in tribeca 
anD what you’ll finD right now is a trenD towarD 

urban inDustrial chic. restoration harDware has been traDing on 
the trenD for the past year. it’s a trenD that allows for a lot of leeway 
in Design. it’s a little eclectic with an emphasis on contrast. it’s the 
combination of an armani suit with a gap t-shirt approach, only Done 
with what you put in your house rather than on your back. it’s putting 
that henreDon linen sofa next to a packing crate enD table anD then 
suspenDing a inDustrial light fixture from a pulley for a pool of light all 
on top of a gorgeous wool anD silk rug. we’ve DevelopeD our own ver-
sion of this urban inDustrial chic trenD in our atelier here in maDison.

as for color, the inDustrial look focuses on the earthy, more organ-

WHAT’S TRENDING
ic shaDes: browns anD neutrals but with a splash of color. pantone 
has chosen tangerine tango as its color of the year for 2012. we’re all 
for throwing a couple of hot tangerine silk pillows on that henreDon 
linen sofa, or Designing a whole room arounD tangerine as we DiD for 
a client on new york’s upper east siDe. 

Multifunctional & Green Are In
PHILLIP LEVY FINE FURNITURE & INTERIOR DESIGN
PHILLIP LEVY, IIDA

interior Design can be an outwarD form of self-expres-
sion. toDay’s interiors can range from artful funkiness to 
relaxeD elegance anD everything in between.

i querieD my staff, anD they inDicateD that toDay, things are not 
overly regimenteD or DesigneD. the homeowners’ personality can 
shine through, especially with some upDates. as a team, we Dis-
cusseD some of the current anD forecasteD trenDs for 2012–2013.

color trenDs inDicate that gray is coming on strong as a Domi-
nate neutral. it is replacing black, brown, sage, anD taupe. camel, 
bittersweet-rust, anD aubergine remain strong accents. prints are 
incorporating grays with other neutrals for an upDateD look, anD are 
often overscaleD for Dramatic effect.

furnishings are becoming more multifunctional. manufacturers 
are offering more storage options in areas unDer beDs anD insiDe 
ottomans. the scale of upholstery is also getting smaller as people 
Downsize into smaller homes, apartments, anD conDos.

more manufacturers are choosing materials that are green, both 
visible anD unDer the surface. these proDuct choices consiDer the 
environmental effects of using renewable anD sustainable materials. 
even cushions in upholstery are free of toxic chemicals anD petro-
leum byproDucts. there is also a trenD to use repurposeD anD re-
claimeD wooD in case pieces. many of these pieces have a DistresseD 
look that nicely coinciDes with toDay’s lifestyle.

Universal Design
TZ OF MADISON, INC.
LARRY TAFF, PRESIDENT 

there is one remoDeling trenD that has been getting a 
lot of attention lately. anD it isn’t paint colors, flooring, 
or even energy efficiency. with many of our nation’s 

baby boomers heaDing towarD the “golDen age,” one of the biggest 
remoDeling trenDs toDay is universal Design. surpriseD? Don’t be—
anD here’s why. we all know that remoDeling is expensive. in many 
cases, return on investment (roi) has DecreaseD along with the hous-
ing market. that is not the case with universal Design. 

accorDing to the professional remoDeling anD builDer publica-
tion’s cost vs. value rankings, homes that have universal Design en-
hancements such as zero-step entries, wiDer Doors anD halls, well-lit 
bathrooms anD work spaces, anD functional kitchens show they have 
the ability serve multi-generational homeowners, anD thus have a 
strong roi versus homes without.

these improvements aren’t just about a gooD roi; they can also 
make your life in 
your home a little 
easier. universal 
Design improve-
ments can easily 
be incorporateD 
when remoDeling 
is alreaDy planneD. 
it just takes a new 
way of looking at 
your home. 

WHAT’S TRENDING[HOME] [HOME]
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in the past year, many more garDeners have been “putting up” their fooD for later  
consumption than previously, harking back to a time when it was a natural act to  
can, pickle, anD otherwise preserve fooD. garDeners are also thinking more about  
environmental impact when choosing their plants anD practices.

Permaculture 
ANDY RINGQUIST

in my garDen, i am working to apply permaculture principles. permaculture is 
a philosophy of lanD use that encourages garDens to proDuce as much fooD 
as possible while simultaneously builDing soil, maximizing bioDiversity, anD 
using nature’s own practices to manage waste anD prevent nutrient/water 

runoff. i want my garDen to proviDe as much fooD anD wilDlife habitat as possible, so its 
Design incluDes an apiary for honeybees, fruit trees, a storm-water garDen, Drought-toler-
ant native plants, anD a coop for chickens. 

Branding Plants
MORNINGWOOD FARM NURSERY
BOB KLEBBA, OWNER

a trenD that has been going on for more than five years is the branDing of 
plants. most of us now recognize the proven winners annuals anD the enDless 
summer series of hyDrangeas, for example. 

ten or 15 years ago, echinaceas with yellow anD orange flowers were introDuceD, anD 
heucheras with beautifully coloreD leaves founD their way into our garDens. these early 

WHAT’S TRENDING

Gardening
ornamental and vegetable gardening experts talk about wHat tHe current interests 
are for plant and produce entHusiasts.

[GARDEN]
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ne of the things I like most about farming is that the particulars of what I do each day 
change dramatically throughout the year. It is easy to imagine a vegetable grower hoe-
ing long rows of beans or harvesting onions, and I love doing those things. But I also 
really enjoy some of the more hidden parts of farming like writing a CSA newsletter, 

teaching a group of interns about the importance of cover crops, or planning a new tomato trellising 
trial. One of the basic tenets of organic vegetable production is that biodiversity can improve farm 
health and productivity. It can boost fertility, reduce diseases, stymie weeds, and frustrate insect 
pests—all of which makes the farm function more smoothly. Similarly, I find that diversity in the 
demands of my work helps to keep me healthy and productive and whole.

o

Photo by C&N Photography

Claire Strader, Farm Director for Troy Community Farm and 
Community GroundWorks on learning to feed herself and her 

community today and for the long term. 

feature

Willy West: 6825 University Ave., Middleton • (608) 284-7800
Willy East: 1221 Williamson St., Madison • (608) 251-6776
open 7:30am–9:30pm daily • www.willystreet.coop

 Think Spring! 
 Let Willy Street Co-op help with your 
 gardening needs. Potting soil, seeds, fertilizers,   
 vegetable seedlings & more!

   Ready, Set, Grow!
Check out our March 

newsletter for articles and 
tips about gardening. 

this is whatthis is whatthis is whatthis is what

looks like

sustainability

member profile

name:
Summer Grest

title:
Project Manager

employer:
Implementation 
Services, Epic

Summer Grest began her tenure on 
the OPEN board advocating for the 
growth of the young or beginning 
professional membership. She, along 
with her mentor Marty Fox, co-chaired 
the committee that facilitated the first 
annual OPEN Workplace Summit in 
September 2011, where they conducted 
a forum for starting and growing 
employee resource groups as well as 
overseeing the pilot OPEN professional 
mentoring program. If you would like 
some information about this program, 
or would like to be a mentor or request 
one, please contact Summer at 
summergrest@gmail.com.

open ViSion anD miSSion

Our vision is a vibrant community 
where LGBTQ leaders are a 
significant catalyst for strengthening 
the economy of the capital region.

Our mission is to connect and create 
LGBTQ leaders in the capital region.

We do this through:

• Professional development
• Corporate & community outreach
• Networking
• Mentoring programs

March 8  5:30 PM - 7:30
Networking Event 

at Plan B

aPrIl  
Breakfast Meeting 

Topic: National Gay & Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce

JuNE
Betty lou cruise

upcoming events

openmadison.org

When I first started farming in 1992, I had just 
graduated from Wellesley College with a degree in 
philosophy and women’s studies. Though I enjoyed 
school, I did not get much hands-on learning in ar-
eas that directly impacted my bodily survival—like 
feeding myself. I learned to think critically, express 
my opinions, and eventually how to finish my assign-
ments before the last minute—all valuable skills. At 
the time, I thought I would just spend a summer or 
two working with my body, learning to use it and feed 
it in ways I had not before. Then I would go back to 
school. I never expected to become a farmer. One of 
the most important things I learned that summer was 
that I truly liked to work in the sun (and plenty of rain 
that year as well), even with blisters and sore mus-
cles. I also learned that being a good farmer involves 
plenty of careful thought and study. When growing 
over 40 different types of vegetables, knowing and 
coordinating the particular needs of all those crops is 
not something you can just manage on the fly.

Once I realized that I might want to keep on farm-
ing for longer than I first anticipated, I decided that it 
would be important for me to work on a farm owned 
and run by women. Though I learned a great deal 
from that first farm I worked on and from Tim, the 
farmer, I also knew that many people would think 
me less capable as a farmer because I am a woman. I 
wanted to run the rototiller and load the delivery truck 
and do all the things that are required to run a farm, 
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Call for a showing today!    Kate Hewson    608-347-9789
w w w.madcit yhomes.com

Beautiful modern 1 BR condo with lake view

Urban living at its best with easy access to shopping, dining, 
entertainment and lakefront. Just blocks to Capitol Square, State St, 

Farmers’ Market and UW campus. Bright sunny unit with 9 ft ceilings, 
wood/tile floors and granite counter. Amenities include onsite 

management, fitness center and business center. Fantastic value! 

Capitol
West

$139,900     MLS #1645365

for Dane 
County Board 
of Supervisors, 

District 15
(Parts of Madison’s West 

Side & Middleton)

Susan Bailey

Proud Progressive Mom & Out LGBT Advocate
Paid for by Patrick Farabaugh as an in-kind contribution to  

Friends of Susan Bailey, Bonnie Margulis, Treasurer

not just the things for which women are thought 
to be best suited. So, I moved to Wisconsin to 
work with Tricia Bross at Luna Circle Farm. 
Tricia and I worked together for four years. We 
started a CSA together, we built a straw bale 
house together, and we developed the farm busi-
ness together. It was with Tricia that I learned 
not just how to grow food but also how to do it 
as a business from which you can earn a living.

After Luna Circle I worked in various other 
jobs, including managing a produce depart-
ment in a natural foods store, working as an HR 
manager in a different natural food store, and 
working for a season for a traditional landscaper 
installing and maintaining ornamental gardens. 
I also spent six months studying and apprentic-
ing at the Farm and Garden at UC-Santa Cruz. 
All these experiences taught me skills that I use 
regularly in my current position as the Farm 
Director for Troy Community Farm and Com-
munity GroundWorks. Farming is not just about 
growing food. It is also about managing and 
teaching people in the field, experimenting with 
and evaluating new systems, fixing equipment, 
planning and organizing, and keeping records, 
not to mention pricing and marketing. As a 
farmer, I get to work on all those things, all to 
the end of providing the most nutritious and de-
licious food to my community that I can.

I was hired to start Troy Community Farm in 

May of 2001. Those first years were spent clear-
ing brush and preparing the soil for production 
while also gathering CSA members and estab-
lishing some basic infrastructure. In 2002, we 
served our first 14 CSA members. In 2012 we 
will serve over 160, as well as our on-site farm 
stand and a number of Madison grocery stores 
and restaurants. Though we still grow food on 
only three of our five farm acres each year, our 
business has changed and grown dramatically.

One of the most important points in our farm 
history came in 2008. Though I am slightly em-
barrassed to admit it, it was then that I was intro-
duced to the concept of peak oil. I had learned in 
sixth grade along with everyone else that oil and 
coal and natural gas are non-renewable fuels that 
will run out one day. But the concept of peak oil, 
the concept that one day we will reach the peak 
of global oil production and then production will 
begin to decline, was new to me. And in 2008 
when the price of oil and heat and even food be-
gan to skyrocket, it felt like I needed to do some-
thing to prepare for the post-peak decline.

So, we made two important decisions at the 
farm. First, influenced by Richard Heinberg’s 
article “Fifty Million Farmers,” we decided to 
expand and improve our farm internship pro-
gram. In his article, Heinberg argues that if we 
are going to feed ourselves in a world where we 
have less oil to run tractors, transport food, and 

make fertilizers and pesticides, then we are go-
ing to need more farmers growing more inten-
sively closer to our centers of population. I had 
always had interns on the farm, but in 2008 I 
decided to really take on intern education as a 
main focus. I added a series of formal classes, 
weekly field tours, and a second-year intern tack 
that vastly expanded the concepts and variety of 
work that interns are exposed to each year. Our 
goal with the program is to give interns a solid 
foundation in organic agriculture with an em-
phasis on hand tools, reduced off-farm inputs, 
and of course intensive production in an urban 
setting where land is limited.

The second decision was to build a passive 
solar greenhouse at Troy Gardens. Ever since 
the farm started, we had been growing trans-
plants in a small hoophouse in my backyard. 
We needed to build some kind of greenhouse at 
Troy, and it seemed natural that we would build 
a typical structure with gas heat and automated 
fans and any other amenities we could afford. 
But with this concept of peak oil in the back 
of my mind, I began to wonder if we should 
instead build an alternative greenhouse that 
would rely primarily on the sun. It was easier 
said than done, but in 2011 we grew our first 
transplants in our new unheated greenhouse. In 
fact, we grew more transplants than we ever had 
before. It took a different level of skill and a fair 
bit more work, but in the end the plants looked 
good. We even held our first annual plant sale 
and sold thousands of extra plants that we grew 
without the use of fossil fuel heat.

Now most all the decisions we make on the 
farm are influenced by our belief that in order to 
be successful and sustainable in the long term, 
we must reduce our reliance on off-farm inputs 
including fossil fuels. We do most everything 
on the by hand. We transplant and weed and 
harvest all with our hands. We grow our own 
fertility with many different cover crops; and 
we are even exploring growing our own mulch.

As winter—the season of planning and set-
ting up crop trials and developing classes—
comes to an end, I am looking forward to get-
ting back out into the field. Another great thing 
about farming is that every year I get to start 
fresh. I get another chance to grow the best mel-
ons my members have ever tasted. I get another 
shot at pulling out all our weeds before they go 
to seed and make more babies for the next year. 
And I get a whole new crew of interns who are 
excited about growing food and whom I might 
both inspire and equip to actually become farm-
ers. One of the things that I hope to convey ev-
ery year is that while farming can be difficult in 
many ways, nothing else can compare in terms 
of the joy and satisfaction that come from being 
able to feed yourself and your community. n

Mena Cimino & Adolfo Camacho

www.turtleislandscapes.com www.nostraterralandscapes.com

introDuctions DiDn’t perform well in our wisconsin winters. nevertheless, the promotion of 
these resulteD in reneweD interest anD further breeDing. we now have some very reliable 
echinaceas like “hot papaya” “harvest moon,” anD heuchera “caramel” that grow well here.

in the annuals Department, the proven winners branD has been responsible for promot-
ing more cutting-grown plants. these cloneD plants are slightly more expensive but pay 
back with superior performance.

Small & Diverse Ornamental Plantings & Produce
ALLEN CENTENNIAL GARDENS 
ED LYON, DIRECTOR 

garDening as the fastest-growing u.s. recreational activity peakeD in 2005. 
this is Due to the transition from the baby-boomer generation to the x anD y 
generations as homeowners. the olDer generations were interesteD in fairly 

intensive ornamental garDening; the younger, upwarDly mobile generations are interesteD 
in easy lanDscaping with minimal maintenance. their concerns focus on fooD safety; fresh, 
organic proDuce; sustainability; energy, water anD chemical usage; locality of fooD pro-
Duction (“locovores”), anD relateD issues. as a result, current trenDs incluDe homegrown 
proDuce focuseD on limiteD-space, vertical, container, heirloom, anD front-lawn garDening. 

the economy has forceD people to focus on their home lanDscapes as outDoor living 
areas with harD-scaping emphasizeD over plants as alternative to costly travel. ornamental 
garDener trenDs incluDe new plants that “Dazzle”; water saving, exotic succulents; a move-
ment from mass plantings to plant communities with Diversity; native plants; attracting 
beneficial insects anD wilDlife; anD ornamental eDibles.

Integrating Ornamentals with Edibles
TURTLE ISLAND LANDSCAPES
MENA CIMINO, LANDSCAPE DESIGNER AND OWNER

it seems that people are feeling the neeD to choose between a beautiful “or-
namental” garDen versus what i will call the recently reviveD victory garDen 
(which i perceive as a response to the economy, eco-awareness, anD the olD 

inDepenDent-minDeDness of northerners). 
enough of rigiD bounDaries! the best garDens are those that melD both beautiful form 

anD wonDerful function. 
for example, a lush grape arbor serves as the perfect plant for an arbor or pergola while 

proviDing all-season beauty in its many forms. even heaD lettuce prefers a bit of shaDe in 
our temperate climate During the heat anD humiDity of miD-summer. these little heaDs are 
lovely planteD amiD light-shaDe perennials. carrots, with their Delicate feathery leaves, can 
be planteD in front of perennials (Delphiniums) or annuals (cosmos) that like water. keep in 
minD that native plants play a significant role in a successful, harmonious garDen. natives 
restore ecosystems by enriching the soil, Decreasing water run-off, attracting birDs anD 
beneficial insects, proviDing economic anD eDucational benefits, anD more.

Food Preservation
YOUNG EARTH FARM
KAROL NIEMANN & SHIRLEY YOUNG, OWNERS 

living in wisconsin, we know it can be more than six months from 
the time we harvest our last fall carrot to the time we pluck our first 
spring raDish. in orDer to reap the benefits of the local harvest year 

rounD, whether it comes from the garDen, a csa share, or the local farmers’ market, more 
anD more people are turning to fooD preservation. 

organic tomatoes anD peppers are iDeal for canning or freezing, anD cucumbers for 
pickling. whether canneD or frozen, that farm-fresh flavor will come through from pre-
serveD proDuce in winter cooking. families can preserve fooD as a fun activity in summer, 
anD enjoy the benefits one jar at a time, all year long. 

Picklemania!
CSA COALITION
KIERA MULVEY, DIRECTOR 

lacto-fermentation, Despite its questionable sounDing name, is a Delicious 
wave lots of folks are catching these Days. the number of folks seeking napa, 
mini picklers, anD aDvice on kraut crocks (not the shoes) at our farmers’ 

WHAT’S TRENDING [GARDEN]
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Should private, consensual sexual behavior be 
regulated? Should discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation be prohibited? Such were the issues 
confronting Madison in 1975, and (surprisingly) one was 
seemingly not controversial. 

The story opens on November 8, 1973. At the beginning 
of the meeting of the Madison Equal Opportunities 
Commission (EOC), Chairperson Ann Nelson introduced 
a group of citizens to present a proposal. Just four years 

after Stonewall, the Madison LGBTQ community and allies were represented by 
only six activists. Their associations represented a variety of the early activist 
organizations present in Madison, including the Gay Liberation Front, the Gay 
Law Students, and the Lesbian Law Students. Since the movements of those 
days were often linked, they also had allies like labor in the Memorial Union 
Labor Organization; women’s groups, including the National Organization for 
Women (NOW), the Rape Crisis Center, Whole Woman, the 
Women’s Action Movement, and the Women’s Law Students; 
and others like the Tenants Union, the Wisconsin Student 
Association (WSA), and the National Lawyers Guild.

Spokesperson Ron Albers said the group wanted to 
add several protected classes to the equal-opportunities 
ordinance. In addition to Albers, the others there were Karla 
Dobinski, Rob Anderson, Steve Klapisch, Sara Hummel, and 
David Bryant. The group would have had an ally in LGBTQ 
community member Ricardo Gonzales, who was on the EOC 
but was excused for this meeting.

The categories they requested to add were sexual 
preference, economic status, marital status, and educational 
association. Albers cited other cities that already included 
similar wording. At that time, the cities including sexual 
preference as a protected category likely included Seattle, 
Wash. and East Lansing, Mich. A commission member asked 
Albers if he knew of discrimination cases concerning sexual 

preference presented to the EOC that had been turned down. Albers said no, but 
that he did know of cases where discrimination problems existed with regard to 
sexual orientation. 

The minutes recorded some discussion that since the then-present ordinance 
prohibited discrimination on the basis of “class,” any of the groups seeking 
protection by enumeration might be interpreted as presently covered by being 
defined as a “class” by the Commission.

There was precedent for this in earlier EOC discussions about long hair. Such a 
discussion has echoes going back almost a century as well as a much more recent 
precedent. When the English aesthete movement was popular in the late 19th 
century, the long hair of Oscar Wilde was one of the key physical attributes often 
satirized. The Wisconsin press even noted that once he was convicted, Wilde’s 
famous long locks were shorn. In Madison in the 1960s, when student anti-war 
activist Paul Soglin was arrested, his long locks were also shorn while in jail. Since 

flowing locks on males had become associated with both activism and counter 
culture, the EOC had previously grappled with the question of whether long hair 
on males was a protected class under the existing anti-discrimination ordinance. 
Clearly the Commission had struggled—and was struggling—with how class 
could be interpreted.

On Feb. 14, 1974, Ron Albers, representing the Gay Liberation Coalition, said 
that “sexual orientation” was the term used in other municipal ordinances. Again 
it was noted that the municipal ordinances that had added sexual orientation did 
not have the general “class” provision that Madison had. 

Joining with Albers were Bob Honig, Karla Dobinski, Sylvia Forney, Terri 
Schmidt, Rick Davis, Bob Dishmond, John Lindert, Steven Webster, and Jefferey 
Blum. Working with the Commission on drafting changes was Assistant City 
Attorney Henry Gempler.

By the November 14, 1974 meeting, the EOC was considering a draft ordinance 
that included sexual orientation. The language in it was, “‘Sexual Orientation’ 
shall include homosexuality, heterosexuality, and bisexuality by preference 
or practice.” The Commission recommended that the changes were ready for 
the mainline political process of consideration and possible adoption by the 
Common Council.

A key ingredient in advancing the proposal was a conversation between 
Madison Equal Opportunities Commission Director James Wright and Mayor 

Paul Soglin. The mayor recalls a conversation in which Wright 
argued the rightness of adding sexual orientation. For the 
mayor this was a key factor. In addition to his city position as 
the director of the EOC, the Rev. Wright was also an associate 
minister at Mt. Zion Baptist Church—one of the city’s most 
prominent African American congregations. Wright was 
a civil rights pioneer and had worked during the 1960s to 
create the Equal Opportunities Ordinance. 

The EOC ordinance was adopted in 1963 with then-Mayor 
Henry Reynolds breaking an 11–11 tie of the Common 
Council by voting for the ordinance. By the 1970s there were 
15 members of the Commission. In the early 1970s “sex” 
and “class” were added to the original categories of “race,” 
“creed” and “national origin.” The 1975 changes were the 
next expansion of protected categories.

For Soglin, Wright’s support was important 
because of his position as a civil rights leader. His 
support also served to counter the argument that 
expanding protections to gays was somehow diluting 
protections for those already covered. As a minister, 
his support said that churches could understand that 
discrimination against gays was immoral.

With this the background, the public debate could 
begin. Except, it never happened. Under “Business 
by the Mayor,” the EOC revisions were adopted by 

the Common Council meeting of March 11 with no dissenting votes. Madison 
thus joined the first dozen communities in the country that provided against 
discrimination for gay folks. The newspapers the next day did not even note the 
changes. So are we to assume the Gay Liberation Front had done its work so well 
that Madison was a sexually tolerant community? Not quite.

While the EOC changes had broad support, the city was engaged in a 
furious debate about sexual acts between consenting adults.

Opponents of massage parlors, which had become highly visible in the 
community, had launched a crusade against them as blatant examples of sex 
for sale and of immorality. Ministers and others inveighed against them. By a 
petition drive, they presented the Common Council with a choice to adopt an 
ordnance regulating massage parlors or to put such ordinance to a referendum. 
Soglin believed this was a maneuver to bring out voters who would vote 
against his re-election. On January 28, 1975, the Common Council decided 

Equal Protection Efforts
The morality of sex, long hair, and massages were topics  
of public debate in Madison circa 1975. 

Our History by Richard Wagner
market stanD this year has 
skyrocketeD…people just 
want to pickle! Despite 
(or possibly because of?!) 
recent pickle satire on the 
now infamous “portlanDia” 
series on ifc where they 
coineD the phrase, “i’ll pickle 
that,” wisconsinites young 
anD olD—hip anD not-so-
hip—are reDiscovering our 

appetite for the tangy taste of pickleD purity. not that it’s a new Discov-
ery for everyone; after all, nothing Dresses up a brat like a nice layer of 
homemaDe sauerkraut. 

Hardy Plants
LIZ DANNENBAUM & DONNA WINTER

we look for harDy plants that can weather the winters, 
anD we are glaD to see that more area garDeners are 
Discovering knock out roses, which aDD color without 
much fuss. these quick growing perennials neeD little 

care, bloom late into the fall, anD come back strong year after year. 
Donna anD i have also been aDDing more robust shrubs to our garDens; 
we have been especially happy with some recently aDDeD barberries. 
aDD some ornamental grasses, some marigolDs, some lenten roses, anD 
some goat’s bearD (“aruncus”) anD you have a garDen that looks great 
anD offers few worries. this year we hope to aDD more vegetable garDen-
ing to our repertoire. check out the great “home sales” enthusiastic gar-
Deners offer in maDison; we’ve gotten some of our best plants at them.

Dividing & Selling Perennials 
RICHARD KILMER

garDen centers anD catalogs are filleD with 
wonDerful new anD unusual plants. if you 
are like me, you might question how to 
make room for these in a mature gar-
Den. you might remove lawn anD replant 
with shrubs anD perennials. you coulD 
remove a tree or shrub anD replace it with 
more interesting plants—anD, of course, 

DiviDing perennials makes more room. each spring i have a perennial 
plant sale with frienDs to create more garDen space. this also helps offset 
the cost of new plants that i just have to aDD to my collection. i am sure 
your garDening frienDs might be interesteD in Divisions. you coulD also 
Donate them to the plant sales that help local garDens anD garDen or-
ganizations such as olbrich garDens, the arboretum, anD the wisconsin 
harDy plant society.

Urban Farming
SCOTT B. THORNTON

garDening is very nostalgic for me. i still remember my first 
packet of chilDren’s variety-pack seeDs from the gurney 
catalog when i was five years olD. i am usually late to jump 
on garDening trenDs, but urban farming has caught my eye.

the practice of urban farming is on the rise—not just of vegetables, 
but also fruit anD nut trees. i’ve aDDeD cherry, apple, anD peach trees to 
my lanDscape, anD am likely aDDing a currant bush or two this spring. 
so far the peach tree has been the most exciting. last august i was 
rewarDeD with my first crop of peaches.

WHAT’S TRENDING [GARDEN]

So are we to assume the Gay Liberation 
Front had done its work so well  
that Madison was a sexually tolerant 
community? Not quite.
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Madison Mayor 
Paul Soglin

Rev. James Wright
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to adopt the ordinance. Then the opponents of the sexual regulators presented 
their own petition for a charter ordinance that would prohibit the Common 
Council from regulating private acts by consenting adults. The Common Council 
held a special meeting on February 17, 1975 to weigh its options.

The Council decided to put two referenda to the voters in April. One measure 
asked if voters wanted to repeal the just-adopted ordinance regulating massage 
parlors, and the other asked if voters wanted to prohibit the Common Council 
from regulating the sexual conduct of consenting adults. 

The campaigns waged were for a “yes-yes” vote or a “no-no” vote. While the 
effort had started over massage parlors, and most of the discussion focused on 
massages, there was another dimension in the debate. The Committee for the 
Right to Privacy ran ads that asked, “Will you attempt to impose your private 
moral code on others by force?” Since gays and lesbians had lived under laws 
that imposed a heterosexual moral code on them, the question resonated.

The Committee for the Right to Privacy campaigning for a “yes-yes” vote 
argued in a newspaper ad, “What is being advocated is the idea that moral 
beliefs should not be force fed when they relate to harmless acts.” Further, 
the ad read, “When an act is between consenting adults and produces no 
identifiable harm to either, it is simply not a topic for legislation…” The final 
argument was, “The ‘massage parlor’ issue may seem irrelevant to you, but is the 
larger issue of ‘legislating morality’ also meaningless?” The signers of the “yes-
yes” ad included some liberal alders and county supervisors, the Democratic 
Party Chair, the head of the firefighters union, members of the Wisconsin Civil 
Liberties Union, liberal journalists like John Hunter, and others. Among them 
was David Clarenbach, the 21-year-old freshman state legislator. 

Later that year, Clarenbach joined with Lloyd Barbee, a longtime African 
American legislator from Milwaukee, in sponsoring an omnibus sex law 
reform bill. In addition to decriminalizing sodomy and legalizing homosexual 
marriage, it would have lowered the age of consent to 14, legalized prostitution 
and abortion, repealed obscenity laws, and removed penalties for incest. In 
subsequent legislative sessions Clarenbach would drop the omnibus approach 
for separate topical bills. One of the most important would become the 
Consenting Adults Bill decriminalizing sexual acts between consenting adults, 
which passed in 1983. So the Madison “yes-yes” campaign may have advanced 
legal/political strategies that yielded results for LGBTQ folks down the road.

The “no-no” side distributed booklets in churches. The “no-no” side described 
the battle as a turning point either for God or for Satan. Some feminists joined 
in condemning the massage parlors for their objectification of women. 

The April outcome was that Paul Soglin, a supporter of adding sexual 
orientation to the non-discrimination ordinance, was re-elected with 61 
percent of the vote. However, support for allowing consenting adults to be 
free of legislation regarding their sexual conduct won only 46 percent, so the 
“no-no” side prevailed on the referenda. The isthmus wards and a few westside 
and southside wards supported the view of consenting adults’ permissiveness.

The 1975 EOC legislation and the sex debates were a step forward for the 
LGBTQ community, but more work was ahead. “Anita Bryant types” would arise 
even in Madison to seek repeal of the sexual orientation non-discrimination 
ordinance. (Editor’s Note: Anita Bryant became a lightning rod for the national 
debate for/against gay rights in 1977 when she led a campaign to repeal a local 
ordinance in Dade County, Florida, that prohibited discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation. A galvanized left led a boycott of Florida orange juice, 
and her name is associated to this day with homophobia.)

Dick Wagner (rrdickwagner@gmail.com), openly gay former Dane County Board Chair and co-chair of 
Governor Earl’s Commission on Lesbian and Gay Issues, is now working on gay Wisconsin history and 
welcomes topics and sources.
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Daizy and Her Nelly
Breed: Brindle Boxer
Age: 8 years old
Owner: Lynelle ‘Nelly’ Clary

Daizy, where/how did you meet Nelly? I was four months old when I 
met Mom at my breeder’s. She was kneeling down, and I jumped 
up and gave her a big hug (seriously, I did). I knew that I had 
found my new mom! I was pretty lucky. I know now that if Mom 
ever gets another dog, it will be a rescue. Even though I came 
from a breeder, Mom rescued me.

Daizy, what kind of family member is Nelly? She’s the best! She loves 
me, she takes me to the dog park every day, she feeds me well, 
she takes good care of me when I am feeling sick, and she lets me 
cuddle with her when I want. Mom sometimes calls me the “million 
dollar dog” because she spends so much money on vet bills at 
Northside Animal Hospital and treats for me from Bad Dog Frida.   

Nelly, what kind of family member is Daizy? Daizy is the best 
companion ever! I’ve been in a few rough spots over the past 
eight years, and it has been great to know that Daizy is always 
there. She gets me out of bed and forces me to exercise. 

Daizy, what is your favorite toy? It depends on my mood. At the dog 
park, if someone has a Frisbee or a football, I become obsessed. 
Sometimes it’s not so much about the actual toy, but the thrill 
of the chase. I can catch a Frisbee in my mouth, but sometimes I 
forget I don’t have hands and will try to catch the Frisbee with my 
front paws. I also love chasing bubbles. 

Daizy, what are your must-have treats? I really like Hollywood Stars 
and mini Dentastix, but my all-time favorites are mini original 
Dingo rawhides.  

Nelly, how does Daizy meet your needs? She provides unconditional 
love. She’s also helped me gain some of the best friends in the 
world at the dog park. If I didn’t have Daizy, I wouldn’t have met the 
most diverse (and crazy) group of people and dogs I know there. 

Daizy, if dogs could talk, what would you say? I’m one lucky dog! I am 
surrounded by so much love and fun. I also have some of the best 
friends (2-, 3-, and 4-legged) in the whole world!

Photographed by Steena Cirves, bigredphotographymadison.com

One of the most important would become the 
Consenting Adults Bill decriminalizing sexual acts 
between consenting adults, which passed in 1983.
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Machinery Row Bicycles
601 Williamson Street
Madison, WI 53704
608-442-5974

Bonnie Raimy, 
Personal Shopping for Men and Women, LLC
Wardrobe Consultant/Stylist    608-203-5343
bonnieraimy.com

Garments and Accessories
Castelli Prologo Jersey BLUE, Retail $80
Castelli Podio Jersey RED, Retail $100
Castelli Velocissimo Bib Shorts  
     BLUE/RED/WHITE, Retail $125
Craft Elite Bike Attack Jersey BLACK, Re $150
Craft Pro Zero Base Layer BLACK $125
CW-X Ventilator Web Tri Top BLACK/GRAY $85
Giro Aeon Helmet BLUE/BLACK/WHITE $250
Giro Aeon Helmet BLACK/WHITE/RED $250
Hincapie Club Jersey  
     “Machinery Row Bicycles” $90
Pearl Izumi Attack Bib Shorts BLACK $150
Shimano Mountain Shoes SH-MO87G $115
Voler Go Cycling Jersey “Madison” $90

Models Ronald Dunn and Wayne Falla are both 
riders in ACT 10: The Wisconsin AIDS Ride

ACT 10:  
The Wisconsin 
AIDS Ride

Over the course 
of nine ACT Rides, 

over 1,000 riders and 650 crew have 
traveled through small towns and 
cities all over southwestern Wis-
consin, spread the word that AIDS 
continues to affect our state, and 
raised $2.5 million. An incredible 
average of 85% of funds have gone 
directly to AIDS Network and the 
services that they provide.

Ronald Dunn on the ACT Rides: I participated 
as a first time rider in ACT 9. This was one of the 
best things I have done in my life. Somewhere 
on those 325 miles I was spiritually trans-
formed. I became so passionate for the cause.  
I met some of the most amazing people; People 
that are so positive about life, dedicated, giving 
and proud to be apart of the ACT community. 
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OUR RIGHTS

he straight community has certainly 
progressed in its acceptance of us in our 
day-to-day lives. Unfortunately, there 

are still some neanderthals out there who 
want to attack us. Sometimes we find them 
in bars when we are just out having fun with 
friends. There are many laws, both civil and 
criminal, that apply when one is physically 
assaulted in or around a bar. 

An unprovoked physical assault is a 
crime. Law enforcement should treat it as 

such, regardless of your sexual orientation. 
If you are attacked, call the police. Give a 
complete statement, and make sure witnesses 
are interviewed and evidence is collected. 
If you are not confident that the police will 
conduct a thorough investigation, try to get 
the names and phone numbers of witnesses 
so that you can fill in holes later, should you 
wish to bring a civil claim. Seek medical care 
promptly and take photos of any physical 
injuries, both soon after they occur and dur-
ing the healing process. Follow your doctor’s 
medical advice. 

Within 24 hours after your first contact 
with law enforcement, you should receive 
information regarding your rights as a crime 
victim, including victim-assistance services 
and how to reach the district attorney’s office. 

If the district attorney decides to prosecute 
your attacker, you have rights to be informed 
about the prosecution and to participate in 
the process. Most DA offices have a victim/
witness program with staff who will, free of 
charge, provide you with information about 
court dates, support you in any hearings 
where you will be asked to testify, help you 
prepare a victim-impact statement and obtain 
restitution, and refer you to other sources of 
help, including support groups and social-
services agencies. 

In addition to charging the basic crime, 
such as assault, if there is evidence that 
you were selected as the victim due to your 
perceived sexual orientation, the prosecutor 
should also pursue a “hate crime” penalty 
enhancement. Hate crimes qualify for higher 
fines and longer imprisonment, and some 
misdemeanors may be converted into felo-
nies. As a community, we should encourage 
prosecutors to utilize the hate crime penalty-
enhancer statute, both to bring attention to the 
occurrence of hate crimes and to express the 
social disapproval of such victim-targeting.

While you may be able to recover through 
restitution some or all of your out-of-pocket 
expenses associated with the crime, such 
as medical expenses and lost wages, the 
criminal justice system cannot compensate 
you for your pain and suffering. For that, you 
must turn to the civil justice system, where 
you may bring a claim against your attacker 
and, in some cases, the bar owner. To do so, it 
is a good idea to hire an attorney who handles 
personal-injury claims, although it is not 
absolutely necessary. 

Most of the time, insurance does not cover 
an attacker’s intentional acts, although there 
are exceptions. If your attacker does not have 
insurance that covers the attack, you will have 
to proceed against the attacker personally. 
If you are lucky, your attacker has plenty of 
money, assets, or a well-paying job. If there 
is insurance or your attacker has means, they 
can usually be persuaded to pay you a fair 
amount to settle your claim. The alternative is 
a civil trial at which a judge or jury hears evi-
dence of the attack and the consequences on 
your physical and emotional wellbeing, and 
awards a dollar amount meant to make you 

As a community, we should 
encourage prosecutors 
to utilize the hate crime 
penalty-enhancer statute, 
both to bring attention 
to the occurrence of hate 
crimes and to express the 
social disapproval of such 
victim-targeting.

A team of experienced lawyers committed 
to the rights of the LGBT Community.
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•  Mediation

131 West Wilson St., Madison, WI 53703

608-259-8702  b-rlaw.com

whole. If your attacker has nothing to take and 
there is no insurance coverage, however, you 
may be unable to recover anything.

In some circumstances, the bar where the 
attack occurred can also be held responsible 
for compensating you for your injuries, either 
through settlement or trial. It has long been 
the law in Wisconsin that bar owners have 
a responsibility to protect patrons from the 
intentional acts of others. That is, a bar owner 
has a duty to use “ordinary care” to protect 
members of the public on their premises from 
harm caused to them by third persons. If they 
fail in that duty, they can be held responsible 
for the consequences. While bar owners might 
not have a lot of money, they often have 
insurance to cover this kind of liability. A 
recent Wisconsin Court of Appeals decision 
confirms that this responsibility extends to 
attacks occurring both inside the bar as well 
as in certain surrounding areas; bar owners 
don’t escape liability for attacks they reason-
ably could have predicted and prevented just 

because they happen in the adjoining parking 
lot or on the sidewalk in front of the bar. 

 Thus, if you are threatened in a bar, you 
should report it to the bartender or bouncer. 
The bar staff has a responsibility to assess 
the situation and take reasonable efforts to 
address it—including, if necessary, removing 
the offender from the premises or calling the 
police before an attack happens. If, despite 
your efforts to bring a developing situation to 
the attention of the bar staff, they do not take 
reasonable measures to prevent an attack, the 
bar owner can be held civilly responsible for 
one if it later occurs. 

Above all, use common sense. It is always 
better to have your health than a civil claim 
or right to participate in a criminal prosecu-
tion. But if something bad does happen, 
exercise your rights lest they disappear. n

Tamara Packard is a Madison civil rights lawyer, activist, and 
partner in the law firm of Cullen Weston Pines & Bach LLP, 
www.cwpb.com. 

In some circumstances, the bar where the attack occurred 
can also be held responsible for compensating you for your 
injuries, either through settlement or trial.
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Get Up, Stand Up
Tamara Packard walks us through what to do if we are  

physically assaulted in or near a bar.
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unplanned events. Our lending philosophy makes sure your principal and interest payments  
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ow that we are a few months into 
the year, it is a good time to evaluate 
how those New Year’s resolutions 

are coming along. If you are like me, you have 
nearly forgotten what it was you had resolved 
to change this year. I resolved to take my vita-
mins every day. I’ve taken them once so far.

New Year’s resolutions are really about 
changing habits, and we actually know quite a 
lot about what goes into successfully changing 
habits. I promise that long-term habit change is 
possible. Although I’ve only taken my vitamins 
once this year, I just completed a full year of 
exercising more consistently than I have since 

high school. Somehow all that bike riding has 
felt easier than taking a few vitamins. My poor 
Vitamin D–starved skin is dying to know what 
secrets my amped-up quads hold!

SECRET #1: Find something pleasurable about the  
new habit. Pleasure is more powerful than will power.

Most of us try to enforce a new habit 
through pure willpower. We tell ourselves to 
take vitamins because they are good for us. We 
avoid that second helping by gritting our teeth. 
We go to the gym even if it kills us. This is 
called “goal-directed” behavior. Although we 
are pretty good at this type of behavior, it is not 
likely to morph into a habit without a reward.

A key is to find something pleasurable about 
the behavior that you want to make a habit. If 
you can do this, you will tap into the reward 

system in the brain, which happens to be a 
part of the actual brain structure where habits 
live. When something is pleasurable, it quickly 
becomes a habit because we’ve enlisted the 
reward/habit center of the brain. Because there 
were rewards, I easily formed the habit of 
drinking my cappuccino and eating a cinnamon 
roll at my favorite coffee shop. And because 
there are no obvious rewards, I have been un-
able to form the habit of taking my vitamins.

If you are struggling to make a new behavior 
into a habit, look for ways to find something 
pleasurable about the behavior. When I was 
starting to add regular exercise into my life last 
year, I went out of my way to find pleasurable 
things about it. I chose to bike in the woods 
because I love the woods. I biked with friends 
as often as possible. I kept a log of my minutes 
on the bike because I found it really fun to 
watch the minutes add up. I did some (very low 
level) competition because I found that “train-
ing for that race” felt more fun than “working 
out because it’s good for me.” I noted how 
good I felt after each ride, so that I could use 
that anticipated pleasure as motivation for when 
I didn’t feel like riding. I enjoyed the feeling of 
growing muscle tone, and imagined growing 
muscles while grunting up those big hills.

When considering the pleasure principle, it’s 
easy to see how I’ve been able to ride my bike 
more easily than taking my vitamins. What is 
pleasurable about vitamins? Or not ordering 
that cinnamon roll? I think I’m going to imag-
ine swallowing sunshine and energy each time 
I take those vitamins. And imagine the pleasure 
of fitting into those previously tight jeans each 
time I choose to not get the cinnamon roll.

SECRET #2: You’ve heard that it takes 21 days to form a 
new habit? Not true!

A recent study found that it took an average 
of 66 days to form a new habit, and depending 
on the person and the habit, it can take from 18 
days to a whole year. Most of the things we are 
trying to address through New Year’s resolu-
tions are probably complex and will fall on the 
longer end of the spectrum. So don’t give up.

SECRET #3: Nouns are better than verbs when it comes 
to changing behavior.

Christopher Bryan and other researchers at 
Stanford looked at ways to get people to vote. 

Stephanie
Graham, PhD

Licensed 
PsychoLogist
608-509-8060

702 n. Blackhawk Ave.
ste 209

Respectful and Affirmative 
psychotherapy with  
individuals and couples

free initial phone consultation

Proud community member

drstephaniegraham.com

Anne M. Johnson
M.S.W./L.C.S.W., Director
www.cffwi.org
2810 Crossroads Drive
Madison, WI 53718

They found it more effective to define the 
behavior as a part of the person’s identity than 
simply as a behavior. “I am a voter” is more 
effective than “I should go vote.”

So if you are trying to change some be-
havior, find ways to define yourself in terms 
of the new behavior. “I am a non-smoker” is 
better than “I am trying to stop smoking.” “I 
am an athlete” is better than “I should work 
out.” “I am a health food nut” is better than 
“I shouldn’t eat that cinnamon roll.” “I am a 
patient person” is better than “I am going to try 
not to get so pissed off on the Beltline.”

If you define your identity to include the 
new behavior, it will more likely stick.

SECRET #4: Don’t do it for your future wellbeing, do it 
for your future self who’s going to be dependent on you.

Christopher Bryan conducted another study 
looking at how people saved for their retire-
ment. He realized that people see their future 
self as a different person than their current 
self, and carry a subtle attitude that says, “Why 
would I give my money to that guy when I can 
spend it on me now?” So he did an experiment 
where he split university staff members into 
two groups. One group “received a traditional 
appeal to save more for their own future well-
being.” The other group “was asked to consider 
the future self as a person who was totally de-

pendent on the subject’s decision to save now.” 
He found that the second group contributed 
more toward their retirement savings.

This approach might be a powerful strategy 
for changing behavior now that impacts our fu-
ture, but it’s just no fun. I have a family history 
of heart disease and diabetes. So it makes a lot 
of sense for me to eat green things, watch the 
fat and carb intake, blah, blah, blah. Bryan’s 
research suggests that I continue to eat bagels 
with cream cheese because I am saying, “Why 
should I care about some future person named 
Sue who I don’t even know who might get 
diabetes; I want my darn bagel!” 

Tomorrow when deciding what to eat for 
breakfast, I will try to think about the fact that 
some day I will have to take care of a close 
family member named Sue, and the fact that her 
health is totally dependent on what I do now. 
She’s kind of like my dog, whom I really love. 
His health and longevity is quite dependent on 
how I care for him now, and I wouldn’t think of 
feeding him bagels and cream cheese for break-
fast. Come to think of it, I wouldn’t feed him a 
cappuccino and cinnamon roll either.

Don’t give up on those New Year’s resolu-
tions. Change really is possible. Look for ways 
to incorporate these secrets into the changes 
you wish to make, and I think you will be 
pleased with the results. n
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n
Want to know how to keep those New Year’s resolutions you made? 

Dr. Sue Gill suggests a few tricks for successful habit change.

NMLS I.D. #523546

If you are trying to change 
some behavior, find ways 
to define yourself in terms 
of the new behavior. “I am 
a health food nut” is better 
than “I shouldn’t eat that 
cinnamon roll.”
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OUR ELDERS
is known for having the best resources for 
seniors in the nation—for example, Senior-
Care. Case managers in senior centers will do 
everything in their power to help you stay in 
your own home, wherever that is.

On May 4 and 5, OutReach is holding an 
LGBT Intergenerational Health Conference 
on how to take control of our own health care, 
beginning at age 18. OutReach has also begun 
providing sensitivity trainings for local health 
care professionals. Several volunteers and I 
are planning to start a “Share the Care” station 
at OutReach to bring information to families-
of-choice to help someone recover from an 
illness or stay in their own home. Mark your 
calendars and join us!

 
Caroline Werner is a retired social worker who provided  
case management to Dane County seniors. She is also a past 
OutReach Volunteer of the Year recipient. 

n December 30, 2011, an Associ-
ated Press article appeared in the 
Wisconsin State Journal, reporting, 

“Developers in Philadelphia have secured a 
site and initial funding for what would be one 
of the nation’s few LGBT-friendly affordable 
housing facilities.” Ground breaking for this 
$17 million, 52-unit building to occur in 2013.

This same article mentioned the “first and, 
so far, only affordable housing complex for 
gay elders” opened in 2007 in Hollywood. In 
the $22 million facility, 104 units rent on a 
sliding scale from $200–$800 per month, with 
a waiting list of 200, for both LGBTQ and 
straight seniors. This developer is planning to 
open another project in San Francisco. 

An August 26, 2011 New York Times article 
entitled, “Hard Times for Gay Retirement 
Havens” reports that RainbowVision in Santa 

Fe, N.M. “has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection.” Other “communities in Austin, 
Boston, and in the Phoenix area never opened 
because of a lack of finances and a decline in 
real estate values. A development near Port-
land, Oregon, is struggling at 25 percent of ca-
pacity, and another near Sarasota, Florida, has, 
like RainbowVision, filed for bankruptcy.” 

In September 2011, the Chicago Tribune 
printed an article entitled, “Lakeview to be 
future home of first affordable building for se-
nior LGBT.” Located in Chicago, “the build-
ing is meant for independent seniors. It will 
not offer meals. The project will be located 

adjacent to the Center on Halsted.”
When I read this, I pictured the housing for 

low-income people adjacent to the Madison 
Senior Center in the heart of downtown. The 
Madison Senior Center does not serve only 
LGBTQ seniors, although the LGBTQ Out-
Reach Community Center is only a few blocks 
away. This is not necessarily the “heart” of 
Dane County’s LGBTQ community, however.

What would local LGBTQ seniors like? 
About 10 years ago, I hosted an LGBTQ 
Housing Forum with several others from the 
LGBTQ and housing communities. Those at-
tending were asked what they’d like in a place 
that they’d consider renting or buying into. 
There was no commitment to any one idea. 

A lot of us are strongly independent and 
like it that way. Some women say they want 
to move to a women-owned space in a rural 
area. Some want a “cooperative” space where 
they can be together and yet have their sepa-
rate units. Some want to be close to down-
town or to restaurants or golf courses, and 
have a gym and swimming pool. Some speak 
of wanting intergenerational space, where 
younger adults would care for older adults. 

There is lots to consider: What can we 
afford? Is there easy access to transportation? 
Will we be near people we know and like? 
Can men and women live in the same facility? 
And then, some people say they don’t want to 
be “isolated” in a retirement building. 

So what are other options? In 2010, 
through the LGBT Senior Resource Informa-
tion Project that was held at the OutReach 
Community Center, Independent Living, Inc., 
told us about Naturally Occurring Residential 
Communities (NORCs). They are willing to 
discuss this, if there’s interest. 

A gay couple immediately liked this idea. 
They’d like to see more openly gay LGBTQ 
couples or individuals move into their west 
side apartment complex. This is something 
that’s totally do-able anywhere, if people in 
the community notify each other or set up a 
“billboard” system to advertise among our-
selves that a unit or a house in a particularly 
friendly neighborhood has opened up. If the 
neighborhood is in a desirable location but not 
particularly friendly, it can be made friendly 
by gradually infiltrating friendly occupants. 

This is a unique place to live. Wisconsin 
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Seniors in the House

Caroline Werner reports where LGBTQ senior housing is on the rise 
and if it is possible right here in Madison.
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If the neighborhood is in 
a desirable location but 
not particularly friendly, 
it can be made friendly 
by gradually infiltrating 
friendly occupants.

Independent Living, Inc. has units available 
in their Segoe Road retirement community 
behind Hilldale Mall. They extend an invita-
tion to the LGBTQ community, noting that 
OutReach will train their staff to be LGBTQ 
sensitive. To inquire, call Steve Gilpin, at (608) 
204-0900 or email him at sglpin@indepen-
dentlivinginc.org. This may be a wonderful 
opportunity to build a “nest” among friends.  

In the ’Hood
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Breakfast 
and Lunch 
served daily

Dinner served 
Tuesdays 
through  
Saturdays

2827 Atwood Ave 
(608) 241-2200

info@daisycafeand 
cupcakery.com

Creative 
Cupcakes 

baked 
in-house 

daily.

204•7004 
bunkyscafe.net

OPEN:

Tuesday-
Thursday

11-2, 5-9

Friday
11-2, 5-10

Saturday
11-10

Sunday
5-9

Monday
Closed

2425 Atwood Ave, Madison
VISIT us at:

Local ingredients • gluten free
CaTerIng aVaIlable

Italian • Mediterranean

 realize I am living my dream,” says Annemarie Spitznagle, own-
er of Bloom Bake Shop. “I cannot believe I get to do this.”

Two years ago in February, Spitznagle opened her small-batch 
organic bakery, which offers a wild array of inspired and inspir-

ing cupcakes, cookies, whoopie pies, trifles, wedding cakes, and more, 
sometimes garnished with real blooms. To boot, 40 percent of their 
bakery is vegan and gluten-free. Almost everything is local; in some 
cases, all but the salt. 

A hot item is the salted caramel brownie. For a burst of cheer, look 
for the lemon-curd cupcake—pleasantly puckering and ripe with clean, 
uncluttered flavors.

Special requests are welcome; celebrations, of any kind, an honor.
“For me it became about my desserts having a story behind them,” 

says Spitznagle, noting that the farmers lend a story to each item, too.
Their bestselling honey-lavender cupcake originated with a bride 

with a soft spot for honey.
Gluten-free, yeast-free sticky buns were created for a home birth 

celebration. Headlined in the same sentence as the baby’s stats in the 
father’s text message to Bloom: “best sticky buns ever.” 

One customer gave her hand-harvested wild rice, which Spitznagle 
is deliberating with excitement.

Another person, looking world-weary, entered with finality: “I just 
needed to get here.”

Dazzling Lakeside Dining

BE Enticed  BY THE  

UNEXCELLED VIEW...

BUT YOU’LL BE TRULY  

MORE Amazed 
BY THE CULINARY  

CREATIONS!

Wisconsin Avenue @ Langdon Street  

608.661.6582 • theedgewater.com

 
FREE INDOOR PARKING

ol
Hy-Vee

3801 East Washington Ave.

Metcalfe’s Sentry
726 N Midvale Blvd. 

7455 Mineral Point Road

Sentry
1052 W. Main St., Sun Prairie

Willy St Co-op
East: 1221 Williamson St. 

West: 6825 University Ave.

Woodman’s
East: 3817 Milwaukee St. 
West: 711 S Gammon Rd.

Whole Foods
3313 University Ave.

You can now find us in your 
favorite Grocery Store! 
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Cafe/Bakery
Fresh, Daily Lunch 
Menu Items

Coffee
Fair Trade Ancora 
Coffee Bar

Smoothies
Fresh Fruit, Chocolate
and Espresso

Knitting
Yarns, Accessories 
and Classes

We use local produce and cheese

608-848-2755   125 S. Main Street, Verona, WI  knitandsip.com

While working on sweet delights 
for a same-sex wedding, Spitznagle 
reflects on one bittersweet element: 
“I can’t wait for when gay and les-
bian couples don’t have to leave the 
state to get recognized.”

The meaning she derives from 
being able to provide bakery for a special occasion or everyday solace 
“transcends every community to me,” she says. “I’m just interested in 
being a part of the community, whatever it may be.”

Spitznagle is from Louisiana, but she and her family relocated to 
Madison to “dig in their roots” and be closer to her husband’s family. 

“Our kitchen is very tiny and communal, but that’s actually just the 
way I think I design my life. I like people in my kitchen; I like my 
children in my kitchen, so part of my passion stems from them and my 
background. When we moved to Wisconsin I felt like the whole piece 
of ‘where your food comes from’ broke me wide open,” she says. “I just 
feel like this is home and this is where we’re supposed to be.”

Growing up in a food-loving family, Spitznagle caught the kitchen 
bug. After a degree in psychology and a master’s in gerontology—“I 
love the elderly,” she smiles—she switched tracks after realizing how 
happy she felt staying up until 3 a.m. baking for loved ones.

“I’m very Pollyanna,” says Spitznagle. “I feel like when you open 
yourself up and then when you get to your story and all the people you 
meet along the way, I think that’s the juicy part.”

She wrote up a business plan, keeping “How am I going to make 
meaning?” top priority with family. In fact, after a bakery apprentice-
ship, Spitznagle was told: “We have no doubt you can do this. The only 
thing we’re worried about is you really like your family.” 

A mother of three, Spitznagle insists on balance between home and 
family life. Though the first year was full of two-way sacrifices, the 
addition of a small, devoted staff has ushered the business into growth 
and lessened exhaustion.

“I feel like you have to strike a balance if you want to serve your 
community well,” she says. —Marcelle Richards
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Photographed by Roberto Amezcua

i
Annemarie Spitznagle dreams up the sweet life.
A Bloom of One’s Own

Bloom Bake Shop 
1834 Parmenter Street, Middleton 
(608) 831-5797 / bloombakeshop.com
Owner: Annemarie Spitznagle 
Head Baker: Jessica Nelson
Hours: 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Tues.-Sat.

Below: Bloom provided the 
sweets for Heather Hazelwood 

and Becci Menghini’s big day.
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hen I first came out to my mom as gay, she told me a story she had been keep-
ing to herself for many years. I was just a year old, and she put me in one of 
the frilly dresses that had looked cute on my older sister. My mom stared at 

me for a minute and thought, “Something doesn’t look right…I think—I think this kid is 
gay.” After changing me into some androgynous-looking bib overalls, she looked again, 
and thought, “Much better…definitely gay.” 

I don’t think my mom realized that what she was observing was not so much about 
my sexuality, but rather my gender. Since then I have come out to her as genderqueer, 
meaning that I am neither male nor female. I have also begun asking friends to refer to 
me with gender-neutral pronouns, they, them, and theirs. Being noticeably queer can be 
difficult at times, but it allows me to be who I am. Being true to myself allows others to 

do the same. Together we make the world more open for those who would 
otherwise fear to be themselves. 

In high school, I organized a Gay-Straight Alliance in my rural town. We 
faced a lot of backlash, but we persevered. As our posters were torn down, we 
continued to apply new ones. I made weekly announcements about LGBTQ 
issues, began conversations whenever possible, spoke in front of groups, orga-
nized events, and offered support to my peers. The group is still meeting, and I 
feel proud to have been a part of creating change in the community. 

I now attend UW–Madison, and have continued my involvement in queer 
life and activism. When GSAFE sponsored an exhibit about the Nazi perse-
cution of homosexuals, I volunteered as a docent. The experience allowed me 
to learn more about queer history and to discuss important issues with young-
er students. In the summer of 2009, when domestic partnership protections 

passed, I interned with Fair Wisconsin. The most powerful moment came in 
August when couples close to me were finally able to go down to city hall. 

Last year, I worked for UW–Madison’s LGBT Campus Center as the 
communications and public relations specialist. During my time there, I co-
founded “Stop the Silence,” an LGBTQ anti-violence campaign. We worked 
to improve the campus climate and provide resources for students and staff. 
The best part of my job was when students would venture into the Campus 
Center for the first time. It always felt rewarding to connect them with re-
sources, and, more importantly, a sense of community.

Currently, I am co-president of the Ten Percent Society (TPS). We are a 
queer and allied social group on campus. We organize events and create a 
safe space for folks to meet and make friends. TPS is especially important 
because it provides young people an alternative to the bars. But the most 
fulfilling part for me is helping students grow and become more confident.

Many students come to TPS looking for a sense of community. I remem-
ber how intimidating it was when I first started going to queer events. I draw 
from my own nervous, awkward experiences to help other students feel 
more comfortable. Every week, we introduce ourselves and then play games, 
watch movies, or just sit and talk. I feel a secret joy when two quiet, shy 
people hit it off. I know right away that they will both be back the next week, 
and feel excited to watch so many friendships grow.  

This May, I will graduate with a bachelor’s degree in history. I plan to go 
on to law school, and am interested in family law, particularly in regards to 
same-sex parents. I believe that the greatest movement is made up of ordinary 
people making a commitment to create change. Standing up for what is right 
is often intimidating, and sometimes terrifying, but it is always fulfilling. n
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w
Angela Hope Filer makes  
a difference in the lives of 

queer youth by transforming 
fear into vision.

Creating Change

Photographed by Roberto Amezcua, amezcuaphotography.com

The best part of my job was when students would  
venture into the Campus Center for the first time.  
It always felt rewarding to connect them with resources, 
and, more importantly, a sense of community.
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MARCH
 2  Rain, A Tribute to the Beatles
 11 Twinkle, Twonkle
 15  An Evening With Herbie Hancock 

and His Band
 16–18 Cats
 24  The Second City
 27  Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater
 30  Simply Barbra Live in Concert!

APRIL
 15 Luma Theater
 19 Itzhak Perlman
 21  An Evening with Groucho

MAY
 1–6  The Addams Family, A New Musical Comedy
 3  Cabaret Dinner Series:  

Chanteur with Lee Lessack
 19 Whose Live Anyway?

JULY
10-15  Billy Elliot the Musical 

SHOWS
ON SALE NOW!

SPRING

Herbie Hancock

  Alvin Ailey  American Dance Theater

Simply Barbra

Itzhak Perlman
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APRIL
 15 Luma Theater
 19 Itzhak Perlman
 21  An Evening with Groucho

MAY
 1–6  The Addams Family, A New Musical Comedy
 3  Cabaret Dinner Series:  

Chanteur with Lee Lessack
 19 Whose Live Anyway?

JULY
10-15  Billy Elliot the Musical 

SHOWS
ON SALE NOW!

SPRING

Herbie Hancock

  Alvin Ailey  American Dance Theater

Simply Barbra

Itzhak Perlman
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