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  WHO’S WHO IN QUEER ART . 

Our second annual effort to celebrate the 
depth of local queer arts spans the visual, 

performative, and literary scenes. 

p.34

  GENDER CONFIDENTIALITY . 

Amira Pierotti is leading a campaign to raise 
awareness about a lawsuit challenging MMSD’s 

Guidance & Policies to Protect Transgender, 
Nonbinary, & Gender-Expansive Youth.

p.58

COVID IMPACT: How local arts are navigating the pandemic

His work is grounded in the idea 
that folx in the African diaspora 

can draw upon their history of 
collective trauma to create 

art that turns oppressive 
history on its head.

Chris Walker
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CALL TODAY   (608) 241-8782

A HEALTHY SMILE
TAKE A SMART STEP TO

Thank you to our 
Madison community 
for 10 amazing years of 
creating healthy smiles.

Tamim Sifri, DDS

Learn more at 
smartdentalmadison.com
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HOW FAR 
WOULD YOU 
GO TO HELP 
SOMEONE 
LIVING WITH HIV? 
HOW ABOUT 5K?
AIDS Walk Wisconsin is back again September 26th with a goal that is as important as ever: 
Zero new HIV/AIDS cases in Wisconsin. So, sign up, get your team together, and join Vivent Health 
for this important and fun event. With your registration, we’ll hook you up with our Walk-In-A-Box swag 
kit, which will give the event a great community feel, even if we can’t all be together in one location. 
With your support, we will continue our important community work of eliminating stigma, increasing 
awareness, and raising necessary funds for the fi ght against HIV/AIDS. Register today and join 
us as we Step to Zero new infections. AIDSWalkWisconsin.org
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for wearing 
masks.

We’re All In is an initiative based 
on the idea that to move forward, 
we need to have each other’s 
backs. Adjusting our behavior is 
the surest way to slow the spread 
of COVID-19 and the smartest  
way to improve our economy.  
Discover more things you can  
do at WeAreAllInWI.com.

At Goodman’s, love is the most important thing!
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Our Lives is a 100% ad-supported publication. 
We are able to exist because you support our dedicated 
advertising partners. To help us thank them for their support 
of LGBTQ people and our stories, check out their businesses 
whenever you need them—and specifically thank them for 
advertising with us. A little bit of love goes a long way!
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 David Ryan-Sukup, Agent 
 514 Grand Canyon Dr 
 Madison, WI 53719 
 dryansu1@amfam.com 
 Bus: (608) 833-1717   

Whether you’re buying your first car or your retirement home, American Family Insurance is with you 
every step of the way, ensuring that your dreams are always protected.

As your dreAms evolve, we’re here to support you.

 American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
 American Family Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
 008747 – Rev. 12/15  ©2015 – 11828218

Colleen Frentzel, Agent
4407 Milton Ave Ste 110
Janesville, WI 53546
cfrentze@amfam.com
(608) 302-4101

David Ryan-Sukup, Agent
514 Grand Canyon Dr

Madison, WI 53719
dryansu1@amfam.com

(608) 833-1717

In these times, having the right home for you and your  
family to stay safer at home is our priority. We are all in 

this together, we are here and we care. Be well. 

IN HER DEBT
I LOST MY FRIEND JAZZI LAST MONTH. 
I can honestly say that without her, 
I’m not sure that I would have this 
platform to be sharing with you right 
now. I’m indebted to her for finding 
her way into my life at a time when 
I needed help and believing in what 
I was trying to do. Most who know 
me don’t know her. Jazzi was an 
incredibly private person, so I rarely 
spoke publicly about her, often at her request.

When I moved to Madison I was a 27-year 
old desperately trying to establish a place 
where I could belong. I’d run away from 
home in Northwest Indiana as a teenager 
because of the hardships of coming out. While 
that was an act of survival and self care, it 
also was very destabilizing. Overnight I’d 
become a high-risk youth—constant financial 
instability that lead to housing instability and 
homelessness. The role models and mentors 
that are often a source of guidance for many 
were absent from my path, and without them 
I’d fallen into a repeating cycle of starting 
over—but not moving forward—that took 

me across temporary 
homes in a number of different cities in 
different states. My move to Madison was 
perhaps my first attempt at reconciling a 
history of running away.

My first few years here were some of the 
hardest of my life. Breaking a cycle often 
takes deep self-reflection and a willingness to 
work through whatever it is that you’d been 
running from. It takes a safe place to do the 
work. I believed that building community 
was the answer to bringing the support and 
mentors that I needed into my orbit. My 
two efforts at building that community were 
to create both the Madison Gay Hockey 

Assocaition and this magazine. Doing so 
without financial and housing stability 
pushed me to the edge. It gave me firsthand 
knowledge and a sense of clarity on what I 
needed to build to be able to reach people 
deep in the margins in our community. I built 
both organizations from this place of love 
and a desire to provide shelter to others. The 
problem was I didn’t have shelter myself.

Jazzi was a reader who came into my 
life after I published the first issue of the 
magazine. I didn’t know her, but she could see 
the potential in what I was trying to do. She 
stepped up and gave me a place to live in her 
home when I was alone and new to Wisconsin, 
struggling badly with housing insecurity, 
while also in the hardship of trying to start 
Our Lives without financial backing. I don’t 
think that the magazine would have made it 
without what she did for me. I’m unsure if I 
would have been able to stay in Wisconsin 
without her help. She quickly became one of 
my “Madison Moms.”

In her honor, I wanted to use this space to 
memorialize what she did for me, and for our 
community. Thank you Jazzi, from the bottom 
of my heart, for helping me find “home.” n

PUBLISHER’S NOTE  nnnnnn  PATRICK FARABAUGH CONTRIBUTORS  nnnnnn 

CONTRIBUTORS  nnnnnn 

AMBER C. WALKER is a journalist and digital creative. She is one half of  
The People’s Report, a very Black and very funny satirical news podcast.  
Check out her work across social platforms @PplsReportPod.

SAMI SCHALK is an Associate Professor of Gender & Women’s Studies at  
UW-Madison and author of Bodyminds Reimagined: (Dis)ability, Race & Gender in 
Black Women’s Speculative Fiction. She is a fat Black disabled femme and a board 
member for Freedom Inc. Find out more about her at SamiSchalk.com or follow 
her on Twitter @DrSamiSchalk. 

STEVE NOLL is a Madison native who enjoys producing/directing plays and 
musicals at the Bartell Theatre and is an aspiring photographer. He has served 
on the boards on many queer not-for-profit organizations over the years and 
was one of the founding members of StageQ Theatre. In his real life, he’s a 
Professor of Digital Marketing at Madison College and is happily married to a 
rugby player named Tim. You can follow his photos on Instagram at  
@SNollPhotography.

NANC Y L. BUCKWALTER, age 68, of Madison, died 
peacefully on Sunday, August 23, 2020, in the 
presence of her wife Sue Hughes and their daughter 
Kati Buckwalter-Hughes. Nancy lived her life to the 
fullest and will be remembered for her warm smile 
and her ever-present sense of humor. Nancy will be 
deeply missed by her wife Sue and their incredible 
daughter Kati. Nancy and Sue were life partners 
for over 39 years and legally married for more than 
six years. Sue liked to say it was one of the longest 
engagements on record. Nancy and Sue met in 

Hartford, CT in 1981 working on the Women’s Center newsletter. They fell in love 
from the very start, and friends in Hartford said they had the date that never 
ended. Kati is the dream that Nancy treasured above all else. As Kati would say, 
Nancy was the mom who “borned” her and Sue was the mom who “held” her in 
the delivery room in Hartford. After moving to Madison, Wisconsin, Nancy was 
later promoted to being the English and history mom while Sue was the math 
and science mom when Kati started school. Kati earned her undergraduate 
degree in social work from UW-Whitewater, put herself through her MSW 
program at UW-Milwaukee, and now works as a child and family therapist. To say 
that Nancy was proud of Kati would be a tremendous understatement.

While Nancy was proud of her career with the State of Wisconsin and of the 
many hours of volunteer time she devoted to various nonprofits, the essence of 
her life was with her family and that is how she chooses to be remembered.

Nancy is survived by her wife Sue Hughes, her daughter Kati Buckwalter-
Hughes, Joe Hughes, Mary (Dan) Sullivan, Jim (Mary Sue) Hughes, CJ (Mary) 
Hughes, Barb Hughes, Bridget (Frank Manda) Hughes Manda, Todd (Mary) 
Buckwalter, Cliff (Nita) Buckwalter and numerous beloved nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and great nephews.

Nancy’s only regret would be that she did not live long enough to submit her 
Absentee Ballot. Please know that if you do not vote in the November election, 
she will find some way to haunt you from wherever she is now.

Jazzi & Susie 
Gaafe
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The Moua FamilyCompadres Restaurant

Barbara’s Story

A sustainability series as told by the people  
living it out every day

Livinginbalancemadison.com

GS3322  11/13/2019

OURLIVESMADISON.COM

BRINGING US TOGETHER TO CREATE A SPACE THAT ELEVATES ALL OF OUR SHARED COMMUNITY INTERSECTIONS.

FALL IN WISCONSIN brings many predictable 
things: The gradual loss of daylight, the 
cooler temperatures that will eventually bring 
our famous Wisconsin winter, the beautiful 
colors as the trees change, and the ever-
earlier complaints that holiday decorations 
are already in stores. My how things have 
changed. Many of us wish that we could just 
look forward to this predictable time of the 
year. But as we’ve found, the year 2020 is 
anything but predictable.

The vibrant arts scene in southern 
Wisconsin is often a refuge for many looking 

to escape the cooler/rainy weather as fall 
slowly dissolves into winter. And often, it’s 
one of the best times of the year for that. 
The theater season traditionally kicks off 
in late summer/early fall and brings great 
variety, both big and small, to the area. 
Museums and art galleries offer a time of 
beauty and reflection as the year comes to 
a close. And dance, like theater, starts their 
season, which often leads into the biggest 
time of the year (at least for money-making 
shows): Christmas/family classics like The 
Nutcracker and A Christmas Carol.

How are local arts organizations navigating the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic? 
A report on both local and professional theater and arts companies.

  COVID-19      ECONOMIC IMPACT      THEATER      DANCE      ART  

The Show Must Go On

Written by Steve Noll.



11SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 202010 SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2020WisLGBTChamber.com

Supporting LGBTQ and
Allied Businesses

Connect with consumers who want to do support 
LGBTQ and allied owned businesses

Join the Chamber
Join more than 675 businesses as a 

member of the LGBT Chamber

Mark your calendar for these events

Business Awards & Showcase
September 22 – 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Free to attend. All welcome. Register on website. 

Business Builder Series
October to April - 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Online on First Wednesday of Month

$25/session for members; $35 for non-members
Register at WisLGBTChamber.com/BizBuilder

.

Join online today.
Memberships start at just $175 a year

time2remodel.com

Looks like it’s…

“We loved working with Curt and 
Janean. The results are enjoyed 
aesthetically and functionally  

every day!” PAULA & ANN

builds, and promotion. Then add in the new 
safety rules/guidelines like ticketless entry, 
barriers at concession stands, cleaning the 
seats between shows, and many other small 
details yet to be worked out. And there 
are currently no set standards or advice on 
how to safely present a show. Even movie 
theatres, thought to be up and running by 
late summer, haven’t figured out how to 
convince patrons it’s safe to sit in the dark 
and laugh (and breathe and cough) in a room 
of strangers.

So that’s the bad news. But companies 
are still hoping they can return sooner than 
later. And plans are being made, with the 
caveat that they could change on a moment’s 
notice. And all eyes are going to be on the 
first organization that goes up. Out there in 
the dark…

Here’s a partial list of some area arts 
organizations and their very tentative fall/
winter plans. Please note, these are current 
at the time of publication and may change 
drastically. We encourage readers to contact 
the organizations directly before making 
plans to attend or visit.

 
LOCAL THEATER

 

  STAGEQ  

Their first show, Hir, had been set for 
November. They also have an all-female 
production of Shakespeare’s As You Like It 
planned for February, and their big show, A 
Chorus Line was scheduled for March. Both 
are still on the calendar for now, as is Laced, 
their final season show in April. Follow 
them on Facebook for updated info.

  ENCORE STUDIOS  

Encore Studio for the Performing Arts 
is the only professional theatre company 
for people with disabilities in the state of 
Wisconsin, and one of the very few in the 
United States! Encore offers an innovative, 
inclusive, and professional environment 
where all people work together in the 

pursuit of artistic and theatrical excellence. 
Regarding their season, they are still 
redeveloping it.  It just so happens to be 
their 21st season; their 20th anniversary 
season. They had big plans, but they have 
vastly changed. What they do know is it 
will be virtual. Perhaps, if they are lucky, 
there might be a Spring 2021 show, but 
who knows. They will use streaming and 
live video. Again, they are still working on 
the presentation. They may not have a live, 
in-person audience, but there is much to 
say; perhaps now more than ever. The best 
way to follow them is on Facebook, but 
their website (which is being revamped) is 
also a good place to see what’s happening: 
encorestudio.org.

Enter COVID-19. The curtain (and the 
axe) fell in spring. Many organizations 
saw, with shocking speed, their spring 
shows delayed, then postponed, and finally 
cancelled. Many turned to makeshift 
fundraisers to help cover the expenses 
incurred and the never-sold ticket income. 
But there was a glimmer of hope that 
the pandemic would be gone by fall. We 
thought, “Just limp through the spring and 
summer, and the curtain will rise by the 
fall and patrons, bored from staying home 
all summer, will return in droves.” June 
was looking hopeful, but the post-Fourth 
of July spike in cases has put the fall plans 
into a whirlwind of uncertainty. If someone 
was planning a production of The Wizard 
of Oz, that tornado was going to whisk 
companies into a land much scarier than 
Oz. Ah, fighting a witch with a bucket of 
water would be a breeze to fighting off the 
coronavirus and the uncertainty it brings.

A 2015 economic study by Americans 
for the Arts showed that the arts generate 
close to $250 million a year in Dane County 
alone. This includes almost 6000 jobs 
directly related to the arts and a tax revenue 

of close to $25 million. Factor in hotel 
stays, restaurants, alcohol sales, tickets, 
and merchandise dollars pretty much all on 
hold, and the level of disaster to the industry 
becomes much clearer. While there was 
strong business in the first quarter of the 
year, it’s assumed that 75% or more of these 
dollars are gone for 2020.

A theatre production or an artistic show 
takes months of pre-planning, and the 
bigger the show, the farther out the planning 
needs to be. A Broadway-level tour playing 
at Overture is actually in production 
months, if not a year, before it arrives in 
Madison. Same with a traveling art exhibit 
at a museum. A show doesn’t just come 
to Madison, it must be booked at several 
cities over months, or even years, in order 
to be successful. And all those professional 
organizations are on hold. Broadway may 
not be even back in New York until next 
spring at the earliest. And the spin-off tours 
need to be rehearsed, but only after they are 
booked into cities all over the United States. 
Even a local community theater production 
at the Bartell or Broom Street needs six-to-
eight weeks of rehearsals, set and costume 

OURLIVESMADISON.COMCONNECT ➔ OUR NEWS  nnnnnn

nnnn

A 2015 economic study by Americans for 
the Arts showed that the arts generate 
close to $250 million a year in Dane 
County alone. This includes almost 6000 
jobs directly related to the arts and a tax 
revenue of close to $25 million.

Overture Center and other performance venues go red to call attention to pandemic losses.
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as scrapping plans for the 
final show of the season: 
Beat Bugs. Now, CTM has 
a plan for how to come 
back together safely to 
experience the magic of live 
theater again including two 
fabulous shows offered next 
spring: Stellaluna February 
27–March 21 and Peter 
Pan April 24–May 2. Go to 
ctmtheater.org for more information.

  FORWARD THEATER COMPANY  

Their first production of the season, 
The Lifespan of a Fact, will be rehearsed 
remotely, performed and recorded on 
Zoom (or a similar platform), then shared 
with ticket holders online in September 
during its originally scheduled timeframe. 
Overture’s closing wasn’t the only factor 
in this choice. Actor’s Equity Association 
(AEA), the national union of professional 
actors and stage managers, is not currently 
allowing most of their members to rehearse 
shows in person. Experts throughout their 
field are working out protocols to keep 
theater artists safe in a rehearsal room and 
onstage, but they do not yet know how long 
that process will take. They share AEA’s 
commitment to safety, so are glad they have 
the option to present this particular play 
remotely. With a stellar three-person cast, 
a brilliant director at the helm, and their 
full design team working their magic, they 
have every confidence that The Lifespan of 
a Fact will remain a robust and entertaining 
experience for you. And fear not—they’ll 
be offering lots of live online talkbacks so 
you won’t miss out on that essential part 

of your Forward experience! Their second 
production of the season, 45 Plays for 
America’s First Ladies, will be rescheduled 
from its November 2020 timeslot to May 
2021. They are really grateful that they 
were able to reserve an additional spring 
slot in the Playhouse at Overture to have 
that option! Unlike Lifespan, this particular 
play relies so much on a live, interactive 
experience that they felt it best to postpone 
it until they can truly celebrate it with you, 
in person. (All subscribers will still have the 
option to choose to watch a filmed version 
from home, as will be the case for the whole 
season.) And who knows—since this is a 
world-premiere script, maybe by the time 
they present it there’ll be a 46th play!

At present, they still hope to be able 
to produce the remainder of the 2020-

nnnn

Since late March, Artistic Director Jen 
Uphoff Gray has been hosting weekly 
live conversations on Facebook, to 
communicate about COVID-related 
planning and to shine a spotlight on 
arts organizations and artists across the 
community.

time2remodel.com

Looks like it’s…

“The design you came up with  
is a wonderful marriage of beauty  

and function.” CHAD & DALE

OPENMADISON.ORG

JOIN ONLINE AT

 MISSION 

OPEN welcomes diverse LGBTQ+ 
and allied professionals to share 

perspectives and experiences 
in connecting, developing, and 
building a vibrant community.

 VISION 

OPEN believes in demonstrating 
personal and professional 

leadership as stewards of an 
inclusive community where all are 

equal and valued.

LEARN

OPEN provides education and 
information resources regarding 

issues of gender and sexual diversity 
and other issues of professional 

concern to lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender (LGBTQ) individuals 

who live in the Madison and 
Dane County, Wisconsin area.

  BROOM STREET THEATER  
Madison’s all-original avant-garde 

and locally produced theater has been 
entertaining (and sometimes shocking) 
audiences since the 1960s. But people 
looking for something unique on their small 
black-box stage will have to wait until 2021. 
All shows are on hold for now. The theater 
is small, so basic social distancing rules 
would be very difficult to pull off. Better 
safe than sorry.

  BARTELL COMMUNITY THEATRE   
  (FIVE THEATER ORGANIZATIONS WORKING   
  TOGETHER AS A CO-OP)  

The Bartell is closed for the remainder of 
2020, with all shows that were scheduled to 
open this fall now on hold. The facility is 
available for rent on a case-by-case basis, 
and the marquee is available to rent to 
display personal or community messages. 

  MADISON THEATRE GUILD  

The oldest theater company in Madison, 
founded in 1946 and has produced over 400 
shows. This season was to be their 75th, 
so they are very hopeful it will happen 
eventually. Their first show was scheduled to 
be The Realistic Jones by Will Eno, directed 
by Suzan Kurry. Their next production is 
scheduled to be Ripcord by David Lindsay-
Abaire. Directed by Sean Langenecker. 
Then, Vanya and Sonia and Masha and 
Spike by Christopher Durang. Directed by 
Betty Diamond. These are all detailed on 
their website: MadisonTheatreGuild.org.

  MERCURY PLAYERS THEATRE  
Their comedy Clue: The Movie on Stage 

was postponed from its intended October 
slot to sometime next year. They had hoped 
to do their family friendly Panto (comedy 
spoof) of Snow White and the Seven 
Superheroes the week of Christmas. Their 
Ball Drop Blitz scheduled for New Year’s 
Eve, is tentative. The good news is this show 
is written, rehearsed, and performed in a 24-
hour window. So they have until December 
30 to decide.

  STROLLER’S THEATRE  

Another Madison company that’s been 
doing shows for 60 plus years, they’ve 
already posted their production of the 
comedy The 39 Steps twice! It was slotted 
for last spring and was already in rehearsals 
when it had to shut down. They then moved 
it to this September, and again had to 
postpone. They still hope to put it up in the 
spring. What was to be their second show 
of the fall, Emile: La Marquise Du Chatelet 
Defends Her Life Tonight is currently on 
hold. The rest of their season is on pause 
as they hope to get both of those shows up 
before committing to future productions.

 
PROFESSIONAL LOCAL THEATER

  CHILDREN’S THEATER OF MADISON  

Artistic Director Roseann Sheridan of 
Children’s Theater of Madison announced 
in late May the cancellation of Peter Pan, 
the night before it was to open, as well 

OURLIVESMADISON.COMCONNECT ➔ OUR NEWS  nnnnnn
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public speaking, and creative movement for 
seniors in memory care. Times and dates to 
be announced. We dedicate this season to 
the memory of Jeffrey Golden and Kristin 
Kastner.

  DANCE FABULOUS  

Their spring production of When You’re 
Falling was in its final rehearsal last spring 
when it was postponed. This original 
show with choreography by Lyn Pilch 
and produced by OUT!Cast Theatre is 
currently on hold until after the pandemic. 
The dancing is very intimate and with a 
large 30-person cast, attempting any social 
distancing is prohibitive for the production.

  KANOPY DANCE  

Their season for fall and winter is can-
celled and will resume performances in May 
of 2021. This fall as part of their “distance”-
class program a special highlight will be 
learning legendary choreographer Anna 
Sokolow’s signature work “Rooms,” a pow-
erful dance about loneliness featuring music 
composed by Kenyon Hopkins for a jazz 
ensemble. As part of that project, students 
from Kanopy Academy, Williams College, 
and Loyola University-Chicago will col-
laborate through the fall with the Sokolow 
Theatre/Dance Ensemble NYC and create a 
virtual signature performance of that work 
with a date still to be announced. During the 
first quarter of this fall, Kanopy Academy’s 
classes will remain virtual, following the 
protocol of the Madison School District as 
well as suburban school systems. They will 
re-examine in person classes and perhaps a 
hybrid program after that time. Class selec-
tions will include: creative modern dance, 
ballet, choreography & improvisation and 
dance history, as well as “intensives” in the 
premiere modern dance techniques includ-
ing those of Lester Horton, Anna Sokolow, 
Doris Humphrey, Erick Hawkins and Martha 
Graham. At the end of the first quarter 
session, students will have an opportunity 
to video and showcase their creative work. 
They will also orchestrate Pop-Up classes 
and programs throughout the fall as they did 
this spring, but scheduling for those is still 
to be finalized.

ART

  CHAZEN MUSEUM OF ART  

The museum is open on a reduced basis 
with safety practices in force. Current 
hours are Tuesday–Friday, 12–5 p.m., with 
free ticketed 45-minute admission that 

keeps occupancy at 25. Visitors can make 
appointments from the website at chazen.
wisc.edu. For the fall, they plan to respond 
to the pandemic situation and decide about 
expanding hours and galleries as it becomes 
safe to do so (or not). The Chazen website’s 
event calendar lists all our events both IRL 
and virtual (everything is virtual for now) 
and Events are also listed on Facebook 
under the event tab.

  MADISON MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART   
  (MMOCA)  

The museum recently reopened with the 
following revised hours:

Monday and Tuesday: galleries closed
Wednesday: 5:00–8:00 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday: 12:00–8:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m.
Sunday: 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. (10:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. reserved for adults age 
60 and older and persons with compromised 
immune systems). 

For more information, go to mmoca.org.
 

  MMOCA TALKS AND DISCUSSIONS  

Friday, September 25, 7pm
Virtual Studio Visit: Sebura & Gartelmann
Instagram live @mmocamadison

21 season with in-person rehearsals, and 
the opportunity for audience members to 
choose whether to attend in person or watch 
a filmed version of each production from 
home. If conditions in the Madison area do 
not allow for that to happen safely for any of 
those productions, they will pivot to doing 
them online as necessary. 

Since late March, Artistic Director Jen 
Uphoff Gray has been hosting weekly live 
conversations on Facebook, to communicate 
about COVID-related planning and to shine 
a spotlight on arts organizations and artists 
across the community. Those events are 
streamed live on YouTube and Facebook 
at 7:00 p.m. every Tuesday night. Past 
“Tuesdays with Forward” guests include 
leaders from American Players Theatre, 
Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra, Madison 
Opera, IATSE, Madison Arts Commission, 
and Overture Center. They are also 
continuing to produce a twice-monthly 
podcast, Theater Forward, which offers 
a broader regional and national focus on 
issues impacting the field.

From Artistic Director Jen Uphoff Gray: 
“Despite all the uncertainty facing perform-
ing arts groups in this time, we are commit-
ted to producing a full season of plays for 
our audiences, and fully paying all contracts 
for our season’s artists and technicians. We 

are fortunate to be able to do so, thanks to 
the over 2,400 patrons who have subscribed 
for the upcoming season, and to the past 
eleven years of careful fiscal management 
that allowed us to build a reserve fund that 
we can use to cover the substantial financial 
losses we are up against.”

DANCE

  TNW ENSEMBLE THEATRE   
  (FORMALLY TAPIT/NEW WORKS)  

TNW Ensemble Theater, founded by 
Danielle Dresden and Donna Peckett in 
1985, creates, produces, performs, and 
presents original works of art and cultural 
practice, collaborating with artists and 
scholars working in the disciplines of theater, 
social justice, visual arts, music, and tap 
dance. The Company brings arts and culture 
to audiences of all ages and backgrounds, 
encouraging participation in arts and 
cultural activities, while promoting inclusive 
understanding of other cultures and enriching 
the lives of individuals and communities.
They are in the process of changing the name 
of our 35 year-old arts organization pending 
approval of the powers that be.

They are embracing the “new normal” 
of live presentations for the near future. 
Sundays on the Balcony – A Parking Lot 
Preview. Featuring multi-talented performer, 
Kiki Moritsugu, this vignette (15 to 20 
minutes) offers a taste of the postponed 
in-person production, A Woman Is …  
premiering in 2021 or 2022. Kiki explores 
mother/daughter relationships, cultural 
divides about race, and a life in the theater 
through monologues and music. Playing 
on the balcony of TNW Ensemble Theater 
Sundays, September 13 and September 
20, 4:00 PM, 1957 Winnebago Street, in 
the rear. Reservations required, wearing of 
masks is mandatory, social distancing will 
be honored. Maximum audience size is 6 
to 8 people. Contact info@tapitnewworks.
org or 608.244.2938 for information and 
reservations. Sundays on the Balcony is 
free. Donations are accepted. Next up: TNW 
presents: THE FLORIDIANS, an online 
Zoom series about mayhem and money 
laundering in Sunny Isles Beach, Florida 
in 2020. Singing Russian spies, a cunning 
detective, two impossible and incorrigible 
elderly Jewish residents, and a playboy 
son. To be seen on Zoom in October 2020. 
Stop Time – Workshops in creative writing, 
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“Despite all the uncertainty facing 
performing arts groups in this time, we 
are committed to producing a full season 
of plays for our audiences, and fully 
paying all contracts for our season’s artists 
and technicians.”
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waukee Common Council as 
the city’s first LGBTQ alder. 
Bautch was defeated by Mil-
waukee County Supervisor 
Sylvia Ortiz-Velez.  

Madison resident Jason 
Vangalis ran for Wisconsin 
State Assembly District 48, 
which was vacated by Rep. 
Melissa Sargent. He focused 
his race on progressive 
policy stances and had a 
campaign logo with rainbow, 
trans, and black and brown 
stripes. The primary race was 
ultimately won by Madison 
Common Council member 
Samba Baldeh. 

Mental health advocate 
Ali Maresh was among the 
crowded field of candidates 
for Madison’s 76th 
Assembly district. Like 
Vangalis, Maresh’s campaign 
materials included a rainbow 
spectrum, and she described 
herself as a proud member 
of the LGBTQ+ community. 

The primary was won by Francesca Hong who 
will likely win the solidly Democratic seat in 
November.

 MBLGTACC IS COMING TO MADISON IN 2021  

THE ANNUAL MIDWEST Bisexual Lesbian Gay 
Transgender Asexual College Conference is 
once again coming to Madison for the oldest 
and largest LGBTQ+ student life conference 
in the United States. 

Students from UW-Madison and Edge-
wood College will host the conference, “From 
Protest and Beyond Pride” February 12-14, 
2021 at the Monona Terrace. 

Through workshops, speakers and enter-
tainment, the MBLGTACC brings LGBTQ+ 
students together to learn about ways to 
support each other and enhance the culture 
and safety of queer college students. It will be 
the fourth time the conference is held in Wis-
consin and the first time Edgewood College 
will attend after the launch of their new Queer 
Student Center in October, 2019. 

Local campus leaders are monitoring health 
advisories regarding the pandemic and gather-
ings in advance of next year’s conference. 

  WISCONSIN STATE ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVE   
  GRETA NEUBAUER COMES OUT  

IN LATE JUNE, shortly after her experience at 
Racine’s Pride events, Wisconsin State Assem-
bly Representative Greta Neubauer shared an 
op-ed in Racine’s The Journal Times in which 

she came out as bisexual. The Representative 
of the 66th district spoke about the power 
of her platform as an elected official who 
can write and pass legislation to support and 
protect Wisconsinites from discrimination. She 
also wrote about the greater power she has in 
coming out and being a visible queer person. 

Neubauer was a legis-
lative aide to former state 
Representative Cory Mason 
and has been involved in 
environmental and women’s 
issues. She was elected in a 
special election in January 
2018 and was reelected in 

November 2018. Since then she has cham-
pioned legislation to eliminate the so-called 
“gay panic” defense and has campaigned for 
progressive candidates.

  NEW HARVEST FOUNDATION IS OFFERING   
  COVID-19 EMERGENCY GRANTS  

NEW HARVEST FOUNDATION is offering 
COVID-19 emergency grants to Wisconsin 
LGBTQ+ nonprofits that have had to change 
their operations or services due to the COVID 
crisis or have had unexpected expenses due to 
the pandemic.

Applications for the need-based $2000 
grants are being accepted at newharvestfoun-
dation.org through the end of the year and will 
be announced on a rolling basis as funds are 
available. Email grants@newharvestfounda-
tion.org for more.

  LOCAL HISTORIANS UNITE TO CELEBRATE   
  “THE GOLDEN AGE OF MILWAUKEE DRAG”  

THE WISCONSIN LGBTQ History Project is proud 
to announce The Golden Age of Milwaukee 
Drag, its forthcoming book by local historians 
Michail Takach and BJ Daniels.
From “The Only Leon’s” bewildering debut at 
Nunnemacher’s Opera Hall in 1884, to Jaida 
Essence Hall’s flawless victory on RuPaul’s 
Drag Race Season 12, Milwaukee has pro-
duced a long, proud and scandalous legacy of 
drag superstars. The Golden Age of Milwaukee 
Drag will cover the highs and lows of gender 
identity across the city’s history, and the rise 
and fall of drag-dominant nightlife throughout 
the 1920s, 1950s, 1980s and today.

“Being able to share stories of all the great 
drag performers I’ve known, and worked 
with, is so important,” said BJ Daniels. “I feel 
honored to name those that have paved the 
way for me and others. This history gives us a 
sense of pride in our own homegrown stars!”

Milwaukee has been a favorite stop for 
touring female impersonators Julian Eltinge, 
Karyl Norman, and the Jewel Box Revue, a 
home base for midcentury divas Adrian Ames 

“GLASSES ARE 
JEWELRY THAT YOU 
WEAR ON YOUR FACE, 
SO PICK FUN ONES!”
Sandy Eichel, financial advisor 
at Northwestern Mutual, 
professional speaker 
and facilitator.

Dutcher Photogra
phy

HILLDALE SHOPPING CENTER
562 N Midvale Blvd
MON-SAT 10a-9p  :  SUN 11a-6p
www.ullaeyewear.com

robandsamphoto.com

Friday, October 2, 6:30–7pm
Robert Lostutter: Transformation and Adornment
Live Zoom discussion with Fred Stonehouse
Sign up at education@mmoca.org

Friday, October 9, 5pm
James Cagle: With an Open Eye
Talk by Rick Axsom
Go to mmoca.org/talks and discussions to 
view Axsom’s talk. 

Friday, October 16, 6:30–7pm
Virtual Studio Visit: Jojin Van Winkle
Go to mmoca.org/talks and discussions to 
view van Winkle’s talk and link to a live 
Q & A on MMoCA’s Instagram page at 
6:30pm CST.

Friday, October 23, 6:30–7pm
The Exuberant Body: 
Gladys Nilsson’s Images of Women
Talk by Melanie Herzog.

Go to mmoca.org/talks and discussions to 
view Herzog’s talk and link to a live Q & A 
on MMoCA’s Instagram at 6:30pm CST.

Friday, November 13, 5pm
Coming Full Circle
Join curator Mel Becker Solomon for a 
behind-the-scenes view of Full Circle: 
Exhibitions and Acquisitions, which 
examines the last 30 years of exhibitions at 
MMoCA. Learn why and how objects were 
acquired and revisit historical moments from 
MMoCA’s past through stories relayed by 
artists, donors, and former curators.

Go to mmoca.org/talks and discussions to 
view this presentation. Full Circle opens on 
Saturday, November 14.

Friday, December 4, 5pm
Amy Cutler: A Narrative Thread
Curator of Exhibitions Leah Kolb discusses 
the exhibition Amy Cutler: A Narrative 
Thread, focusing on a selection of works 
that illustrate how the artist draws on textiles 
and material culture to create meaning. 

Go to mmoca.org/talks and discussions to 
view this presentation. Amy Cutler opens on 
Saturday, December 5.

  FILM & VIDEO  

MMoCA’s Spotlight Cinema series of 
critically acclaimed and award-winning 
documentary and feature films is presented 
online this year. Visit mmoca.org/mmoca-
cinema for details on accessing this year’s 
film selections; virtual screenings are limited.

  FAMILY RESOURCES: LEARNING CENTERS  

MMoCA’s Learning Centers offer 
engaging resources for exploring its 
exhibitions. A range of touch-free activities 
that promote learning and imaginative play 
are available for Uncommon Accumulation: 
The Mark and Judy Bednar Collection of 
Chicago Imagism, Gladys Nilsson: Out of 
This World, and Full Circle: Exhibitions and 
Acquisitions.

For at-home creativity inspired by these 
exhibitions, go to www.mmoca.org/learn/
for-kids. n
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  THE AUGUST PRIMARY INCLUDED MANY LGBTQ+   
  IDENTIFIED CANDIDATES AND VOCAL ALLIES   
  RUNNING FOR OFFICE.  

RICHLAND COUNT Y BOARD Supervisor Shaun 
Murphy-Lopez won the primary for Wisconsin 
State Assembly District 49 and will continue 
to the November 3 election to challenge 
incumbent Republican Travis Tranel. As a sign 
of his dedication to rural Wisconsin, Murphy-
Lopez made his declaration of entering the 
race at the clerk’s office in the Village of Yuba 
(population 70) which is near the 80-acre grass 
farm where he lives with his husband.

Milwaukee County Democratic Chair Chris 
Walton ran for Wisconsin State Assembly 
District 17, currently held by David Crawley. 

Walton would have been the 
first out candidate elected 
to the seat, and though he 
was the youngest person to 
lead the political party in the 
county, he already has a long 

political resume of leadership. The Democratic 
primary race was won by Milwaukee County 
Board Supervisor Supreme Moore Omokunde.
In another Milwaukee race, community orga-
nizer JoAnna Bautch ran for the 8th Assembly 
district. JoAnna described herself as a proud 
member of the LGBTQ+ community and her 
campaign website featured her sister, out Rep-
resentative and Alderwoman JoCasta Zamarripa, 
who is vacating the seat to serve on the Mil-

Bautch
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Neubauer

Murphy-Lopez

Walton

WRITTEN BY STACY HARBAUGH
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  NEENAH SCHOOL BOARD VOTES TO PROTECT   
  THEIR TRANSGENDER STUDENTS  

ON AUGUST 18 the Neenah School Board 
voted in support of Policy 2260.03 on non- 
discrimination guidelines for transgender and 
gender-nonconforming students. The policy 
is student-focused and includes guidance for 
teachers to use a student’s preferred name and 
pronoun upon the student’s request, develop 
individualized support plans that are respectful 
of students’ gender identity and privacy, and 
allowances for participation in gender- 
segregated activities based on students’ 
support plans. 

The policy defers to the Wisconsin Inter-
scholastic Athletics Association in regard to 
policies for transgender athletes’ participation 
in competitive, club, or district sports. 

Dedicated advocates worked for more than 
five years in support of the policy changes 
including school district leader Vicki Dohr and 
long-time high school Gender and Sexuality 
Alliance advisor Natalie Shea. n

and Billie Herrero, a hotspot for high-end drag 
productions with the Holly Brown Revue and 
the Club 219 Girls, and ultimately, an incu-
bator for diverse drag talent, including Trixie 
Mattel, Jaymes Mansfield and more.

“We want to answer, why Milwaukee?” said 
Michail Takach. “What is it about Milwaukee 
that allows drag culture to thrive and evolve, 
even when other cities banned drag shows and 
shut down cabarets for decades?”

Community participation is welcomed. 
Readers are encouraged to join the History of 
Gay Wisconsin Facebook group to join the 
ongoing conversation.

“So many of our drag and gender non-con-
forming elders were forced into hidden lives 
due to social rejection,” said Michail Takach. 
“When they passed away, they took their 
life stories with them, never to be told again. 
Many times, their next of kin destroyed price-
less photos out of shame or confusion.”

“The Wisconsin LGBTQ History Project 
exists so that every one of our elders receives 
the applause they were denied in their life-
times. And this book, especially, will include 
many reasons for applause.”

The Golden Age of Milwaukee Drag will be 
be published in summer 2021.

  LOCAL WEDDING VENDORS COME OUT   
  AGAINST NEW ANTI-LGBTQ OWNER OF   
  LOVEMADISONWEDDINGS.COM IN   
  AN OPEN LETTER:  

It has recently come out that Michelle 
Green, who purchased the website lovemad-
isonweddings.com in the fall of 2019, has 
been posting racist and homophobic memes 
on her publicly viewable personal Facebook 
page and in comments to other users on social 
media. We, as wedding vendors working in the 
Madison area, condemn these views and wish 
to assert that they are not representative of 
us as a group. Many of us who are still linked 
to the page have been trying, since this came 
to light, to have her take down our listings, 
photos, blogs, etc, with no luck so far. 

Believe me, we are mortified to find out that 
we are linked to Michelle Green, and will do 
everything in our power to get our businesses 
as far away from her as possible. 

Current vendors listed on the website were 
added when it was owned by the founders, 
Chad and Jodi Everts. They sold the business 
and the website in October 2019 to Michelle, 
who has since failed to keep vendor’s listings 
up to date, nor has she communicated with us 
via email or on social media. Had she done so, 
had she been more familiar to us, we would 

have recognized her behavior and reacted 
sooner. But we are reacting now. This takes 
time, as we wait to hear back from her and 
review options if we don’t. Please know that 
our presence on that site does not express our 
condoning of her, her views, or her behavior.

In the meantime, we, the LGBTQ+ friendly 
wedding vendors based in and around the 
Madison area want to reach out to the com-
munity at large and officially condemn these 
views as hateful, wicked, and dangerous. We 
are a group who makes our living celebrating 
love, in all of its forms. Many of us are mem-
bers of the LGBTQ+ community ourselves and 
relish helping families come together in ways 
that we are keenly aware were not legally open 
to this community even 6 years ago. We do not 
take that responsibility lightly, and we similar-
ly do not take this woman’s hatred lightly.

Simply put, hatred, homophobia, and rac-
ism is not welcome. You are.

Similarly, we welcome BIPOC couples, 
and are very conscious of the intersection of 
racism and homophobia in our culture. We 
know that BIPOCs have been at the forefront 
of fighting for equal rights for communities 
of color and for LGBTQ+ communities. 
In welcoming and supporting both in their 
celebrations of marriage, we hope to continue 
to move forward as a united front against the 
rhetoric and hatred that would try to push 
them away, force them back in the closet, or 
put their lives in danger.

We oppose hatred, in all its forms.
Black Lives Matter
LGBTQ+ Lives Matter
All are welcome with us.
Signed, 
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  THE TRUTH  

THREE TRUTHS AND AND A LIE about me, Lisa Koenecke: (1) I was our 
high school mascot = the beaver; (2) Mint makes me sneeze; (3) My 
brother told me I was gay; (4) I am a best-selling author.

If you guessed the lie was # 3, you are correct. In fact, it was my 
sister—not my brother—who told me I was gay. Yep! 

In 1996, I was living with my sister and her husband in Virginia. 
During our annual Thanksgiving, I happened to mention that I couldn’t 
find a boy to date. My sister looked at me and said, “Well, duh, Lisa. 
It’s because you’re gay. Please pass the carrots.” I picked up the carrots, 
passed them to my sister, and started bawling. How could I be gay? I had 
no gay role models growing up. Sure, I played with tractors, footballs, 
and G.I. Joe. But did that make me gay? No! But, my sister was right.

  CONSEQUENCES OF COMING OUT  

After college, I became a summer camp director at a YMCA camp in 
East Troy after serving there as a camp counselor. On a fateful Friday 

the 13th in 1997, I received a frantic 
phone call from my mother. She sobbed 
while she shared that my 6-month-old 
nephew had been killed by the family 
dog. I dropped everything to drive 
to Reedsburg to help. Arriving at my 
brother’s house, I saw evidence of the tragedy in the garage and offered 
to do whatever I could. My grieving brother looked at me and said, 
“There’s a vicious rumor going around.” I said, “What?” He said, “That 
you’re gay.” I said, “Yes, it’s true.” He said, “You are going to Hell. You 
are not welcome here.” There were other expletives exchanged as he 
blamed me for his son’s death. And then deafening silence. I have not 
spoken to my brother since that day. He prevented me from seeing my 
niece and nephew who were born in later years because of the horrible 
influence he said I’d have on them. This tragedy is why I became a 
school counselor. I wanted to be a safe adult for any kid out there, es-
pecially if they didn’t know it was okay to be themselves or if they had 
been ostracized by their family of origin.

Fast-forward to working as a school counselor in a local middle school 
after earning my master’s in school counseling at UW-Whitewater. One 
day, a seventh-grade student, assigned female at birth, came to visit me 
to impart some life-changing words. She said, “Ms. Koenecke, it’s easier 
pretending to be a boy than it is to be gay in this town.” Whoa! My mas-
ters program was excellent, but we never covered this! I felt like a fraud. 
Here I was, a 40 year-old, white, cisgender, woman of privilege, and I 
wasn’t even out to my students yet. How was I going to advocate for this 
student as their school counselor? I went home that night and realized I 
needed to shift from being a small “a” ally to a capital “A” Ally. I needed 
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to become the role model that I never had when I was growing up, step 
into the forefront, and speak out rather than living in fear of repercus-
sions. The next day, I came out to that student and promised to do what I 
could to support them. My TEDx talk shares more of this story. 

  FAMILY  

When my mom died in 2014, my brother and father declared, “If you 
think you’re coming to your mother’s funeral, you’d better come alone.” 
They also announced the following decisions:  

My partner of 10 years, Angela, would not be listed in Mom’s obituary;  
Angela would not be allowed to come to the funeral home for the 

visitation; and,
Angela would not be allowed to attend the funeral, let alone be with 

me for the support I needed throughout this journey.
Not wanting to cause a scene, we complied. Thankfully, I have the 

best friends on the planet who surrounded Angela and involved her as 
much as we could while still allowing my mother to rest in peace. Now, 
on to some happier reading.

  AWARDS, LEADERSHIP, SERVICE  

Throughout my life, I have been a school mascot, a homecoming 
queen, a camp director, and a school counselor. I have been the President 
of the Wisconsin School Counselor Association, served on the national 
board of directors for the American School Counselor Association and 
The National Speakers Association-Wisconsin Chapter. I have been Kohl 
Teacher of the Year, GSAFE Educator of the Year, and UW- LaCrosse 
Distinguished Alumni of the Year. I have presented in 25 states, keynoted 
five conferences, and have earned two certifications in Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion (DEI). I am honored to be instructing the next generation 
of graduate level school counseling students at Lakeland University (Go 
Muskies!). Here’s the sad truth: I don’t share these accomplishments and 

accolades to brag. I’ve pursued them because of a feeling that I had to 
prove myself because I was gay. 

Writing my book, Be An Inclusion Ally: ABCs of LGBTQ+ helped me 
turn my energies into the positive act of saving lives in our community. I 
wrote it as a beginner’s guide into the world of LGBTQ+. Each chapter 
provides resources and personal stories to answer questions people might 
be afraid to ask. People are using the book for staff trainings and book 
clubs, and adding it to their professional resource libraries. Watch for it 
in a Little Free Library near you!

  TEDX TALK, AUTHOR, BUSINESS OWNER  

If you’ve met me, you know I’m an extrovert. I love to hug, and you 
now know that mint makes me sneeze. In February of this year, I fulfilled 
a bucket list by giving a TEDx Talk called, “Allies Save Lives.” 

In my talk, I describe my journey growing up and coming out, and I 
provide three ways allies can also save lives. We can all show our ally-
ship with outward signs of pride, shift mindsets and perceptions to stop 
hateful actions, and shape policies and procedures to be more inclusive.  

  LET’S CONNECT  

Through Lisa Koenecke, LLC, I am expanding my DEI business to 
include speaking and consulting in all 50 states, and also internationally. 
Please let me know how I might be able to help you on your journey! Go 
to lisakoenecke.com for more information. n

OURLIVESMADISON.COMCONNECT ➔ OUR ADVOCATES  nnnnnn

  LESBIAN      WRITING & LITERATURE      ALLYSHIP      COMING OUT  

Shifting from ally to Ally
Best-selling author Lisa Koenecke shares how she found 
purpose and joy by becoming the role model that she never 
had while growing up.
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We can all show our allyship with outward signs of pride, shift 
mindsets and perceptions to stop hateful actions, and shape 
policies and procedures to be more inclusive.

Photographed by Samantha Waldron of Dutcher Photography for Our Lives magazine.
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TO SAY THAT MILWAUKEE has a race problem 
is an understatement, and the statistics about 
Milwaukee are horrifying if you are black. 
Ranked in the top five worst cities for African 
Americans for the last three years (ranked first 
in 2019), one of the top 20 most segregated 
cities in the country, ranked the worst place 
to raise black children—I could go on and on 
about the statistics, but that’s what google is 
for. The cause: systemic racism. And if you 
think that doesn’t trickle down to your local gay 
bar, drag scene, or even your group of friends, 
you’re wrong.

In Milwaukee the LGBTQ bars have few 
black or latinx employees (I can count them all 
on two hands), bar owners and managers police 
hip-hop or rap music, show promoters and 
directors have discouraged black entertainers 
from performing hip-hop or rap songs or from 
having shows with all-black casts. And because 
the queer nightlife mostly consists of Cis-gen-
der white gay men, misogyny is big problem 
with trans and non-binary people being con-
stantly pushed to the margins.

When it comes to drag, and specifically the 
Milwaukee drag community, there are a lot of 
covertly racist things that have been said and 
done that make me and other black entertainers 
uncomfortable. When we have spoken up about 
these things, we get branded as starting drama 
or accused of doing it for attention. Accusing 
queens of “starting drama” is coded language 
that is often used toward queer entertainers of 
color when we speak up about racism, discrim-
ination, or mistreatment. After I, and others, 
spoke up about a white queen for her cultural 
appropriation by wearing a wig with box braids 
and performing music by Nicki Minaj with the 
N-word, we were accused of “starting drama” 
and looking for attention.

After we released the Milwaukee Drag 
Alliance demand letter, it was mostly met with 
praise, but again we were accused of starting 
drama. Others claimed we were on a witch hunt 
or we were being dishonest. This is because 
we are used to a power structure with white 

men at the top of the pyramid and anything that 
disrupts that paradigm is met with pushback. 
However, part of the reason I think we got 
less backlash from the letter is because of the 
climate of the country. 

After the deaths of Ahmaud Aubrey, George 
Floyd, and Breonna Taylor caused mass pro-
tests against police brutality and racial injustice, 
many people and businesses were forced to 
take a closer look at their actions and beliefs. 
Racism is an inescapable part of every person 

living in the United States because it shapes our 
history and the present. There is not a single 
white person who has transcended racism, and 
I know this because I, as a black person, still 
have to unlearn and be conscious of my own 
internalized racism and negative views I have 
of my own race.

  HOW IT ALL STARTED  

The virtual Town Hall that the Chicago 
Black Drag Council live-streamed in late June 

made headlines for the racist re-
marks that white Chicago queen 
T Rex said to RuPaul’s Drag 
Race All Stars Winner, Shea 
Coulee, and the fall-out after the 
town hall made drag performers 
all around the country take a 
closer look at themselves and the 
problems within their own local 
drag communities. Milwaukee 
was no exception. A lot of us 
were having private and public 
conversations about the injustice, 
discrimination, mistreatment and 
micro-aggressions we’ve faced 
and the lack of accountability for 
certain members in our com-
munity. So we, like many other 
QTPOC communities across the 
country, started organizing.

  HOW I GOT INVOLVED  

I guess it all started with a tweet. Around 
June 22, not long after the fallout in Chicago, 
Tempest Heat-Stratton tweeted, “Now when 
Milw ready to talk about [D.I.X. Milwaukee] 
and Jonathan W. ...lemme know.” I replied to 
her tweet, saying, “[This Is It] got some issues 
that need to be addressed too,” which led to 
one of the owners of This Is It, Michael Fisher, 
responding to my tweet with “my DMs are 
always open & I am more than willing to listen 
and learn.” Not long after that I had a conversa-
tion with Tempest, which led to a meeting with 
Michael Fisher, This Is It General Manager 
Chad Harrington, Tempest Heat and Iconika 
Strange. By the end of the meeting we came to 
an agreement about changes This Is It would 
make and agreed that they should publicly hold 
themselves accountable in a statement. After 
the meeting almost two weeks passed, and 
nothing happened.

Out of frustration, I began to make a long 
post on Facebook about the racism within the 
gay community and the drag community and 
demand that we as a community hold our bars 
and entertainers accountable. After I made the 

 

AUTO LOANS WITH A

1

Getting a car can be easier than you think. With a free preapproval  
and auto loan from Summit, you can feel like you’re in the driver’s  
seat up until you’re…well…in the driver’s seat. 

That’s because a Summit auto loan comes with: 
• A great, low rate!
• The choice of 90 days – really, three months! – of no payments1

• Plus, members save an average of $214 a year by getting  
their auto loan at Summit.2 

Apply online, today! 

SummitCreditUnion.com 
800-236-5560 | 608-243-5000

1 Interest accrues from the date of the loan funding and is repaid over the term of the loan. Minimum credit score of 651 or 
more to qualify for 90-day no payment option. Offer only applies to new loans and loans refinanced from another institution. 
Offer subject to change. 2 Average primary savings over the cost of doing business with a for-profit banking institution in WI. 
Your savings may vary based on your creditworthiness and other factors. © Summit Credit Union 2020.

first draft, I reached out to my closest friends 
in the drag community to see if there was a 
better way to go about this. That was the seed 
that grew into the Milwaukee Drag Alliance. It 
started with a group of maybe seven queens and 
grew into roughly 40 drag entertainers almost 
overnight. We decided that a simple post wasn’t 
enough, and it would be more effective if it was 
a letter addressed to each of the individual bars. 
Over the course of about seven days, we fin-
ished the letters and put them on social media.

In the letters, we asked for accountabili-
ty and more diversity and inclusion and we 
received quick responses from the bars named 
in the letter, but the work can’t end there. We 
asked for private virtual meetings with This Is 
It, D.I.X. Milwaukee, and Hamburger Mary’s, 
and as of right now we are in talks with This Is 
It and D.I.X. to schedule those meetings. It’s 
taking longer than expected to get these meet-
ings off the ground because I think some of the 
bar owners and managers are afraid that they 
could become Milwaukee’s T-Rex. We decided 
to have private virtual meetings but that doesn’t 
remove the fear of being “cancelled” if they say 
the wrong thing.

  WHY YOU SHOULDN’T DISCREDIT US  

I’ve heard the criticism: That we are young 
queens who haven’t worked in the scene long 
enough, and we are just stirring up drama, or 

that some of the newer queens in our group are 
just doing this because they want more book-
ings. For us, it’s bigger than a booking. Just 
because some of the queens involved haven’t 
been doing drag for decades doesn’t mean that 
they don’t have the right to speak up against 

discrimination. In fact I think some of the older, 
established queens may be complacent with the 
status quo, and if a moment like this arose early 
in their career maybe they wouldn’t have been 
as reluctant to speak up.

  OUR GOALS  

Our goal is to create a larger pool of booked 
queens that are more diverse, along with more 
diversity in bar staff in race and gender, and 
an overall more welcoming environment that 
doesn’t just cater to cis white gay men. More 
transparency in bars’ booking policies and 
payment, and more power given to BIPOC and 
Trans Entertainers rather than bar managers, 
owners or non-performers in general. We want 
a community that listens to our concerns and 
participates in the conversation. We want to 

create an environment in queer nightlife that 
encourages and listens to POC and Trans voices 
when they speak up about mistreatment—and 
doesn’t shout “Drama” when we speak about 
our experiences. Our group is an eclectic group 
of diverse performers, and we want our goals to 
reflect that, because it’s more than a race issue, 
it’s a Trans, AFAB, and other non-traditional 
entertainer issue, too.

  HOW YOU CAN HELP  

We welcome anyone who wants to be a part 
of our organization, especially QTBIPOC per-
formers. If you are a cis white gay person and 
you want to help, show up for us financially, 
vocally, physically, and emotionally.

  THE POTENTIAL FOR THE FUTURE  

While we work on our current goals, I think 
with more support we can help other margin-
alized groups in our community. I see MDA 
acting as a safeguard to prevent future trans-
gressions against the marginalized. After we re-
leased the initial letter, John Wanke, a disabled 
performer, brought to light the discrimination 
he has experienced and the inaccessibility that 
most of the establishments have in Milwaukee. 
I see the future of MDA advocating for changes 
that help people like him and to be a strong 
voice to help the smaller voices that may be 
overlooked. n
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  QTBIPOC      DRAG      NIGHTLIFE      RACIAL JUSTICE  

Pushing for Equitable Queer Nightlife
Following the emergence of the Chicago Black Drag Council, queens of color in 
Milwaukee—and across Wisconsin—have organized the Milwaukee Drag Alliance 
to restructure queer nightlife to be more intentionally inclusive from the ground up. 
Organizer Lenda Jo unpacks the beginnings of this new movement.
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Accusing queens of “starting drama” is 
coded language that is often used toward 
queer entertainers of color when we 
speak up about racism, discrimination, 
or mistreatment. After I, and others, 
spoke up about a white queen for her 
cultural appropriation by wearing a wig 
with box braids and performing music 
by Nicki Minaj with the N-word, we were 
accused of “starting drama” and looking 
for attention. 
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We want to create an environment in 
queer nightlife that encourages and 
listens to POC and Trans voices when  
they speak up about mistreatment. 

Lenda Jo
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WHEN I FELL IN LOVE for the first time it was 
the easiest, safest feeling in the world. A deep 
emotional intimacy took my soul and rebrand-
ed it—I had never known before that a woman 
could be filled with so much goodness, so 
much kindness. 

The connection took an afternoon to realize 
and would take a lifetime to forget. I had 
never been attracted to a woman before, not 
knowingly. And so sitting across from her, as 
a woman myself, I was hit square in the face 
with the realization that I was not straight. 

But with great love came a steady reckless-
ness; I didn’t care what the ramifications were 
for this newfound intimacy. I didn’t care that 
as a Muslim woman, I couldn’t possibly love 
freely without risking a great deal of hurt. And 
so I loved until the reality of who I was in re-
spect to the world around me became too great 
for either of us to bear.

The issue was not with my own faith, 
however; I felt stronger for her in 45 minutes 
than I had for all of the men I’d dated before, 
put together. The raw emotion I felt for her—
that acute, bold attraction—was too natural 
to be sin. Nothing that easy could be wrong, I 
remember telling her. God couldn’t possibly 
punish me for something I didn’t have control 
over. I couldn’t control that it was October, and 
there she was growing gardens inside my chest. 

No, the issue was with how I was entangled 
in layers and layers of imposed heteronor-
mativity. Layers involving my immigrant 
background, involving my Muslim family, 
involving my blackness, involving the Amer-
ican society I called home. They had weighed 
down my heart for years—it wasn’t until my 
early 20s that I realized how much affection 
I could hold for someone like her. It took one 
conversation and my young, wonderfully naive 
heart felt light for the first time in my life.

I didn’t rush to define my feelings; I was too 
busy living them. So it wasn’t until she broke 
my heart, was I left alone to reckon with who I 
was and who I had become.

I found myself trying to mitigate the direc-
tives of my faith and the directives of my heart 
and badly failing at choosing one or the other. 
I had accepted the false premise that I couldn’t 

listen to both, and it brought so much pain. It 
felt like my heart and mind were on separate 
planes of existence, one wanted Elizabeth, the 
other wanted to be loved by God; both couldn’t 
exist in the same reality.

I was miserable.
So I opened the Quran, the Muslim holy 

book, and started reading. What I found in its 
language was permission to love her, to love 
myself. That permission stemmed from the 
mercy of God. If He was all-forgiving, couldn’t 
I forgive my own body for being true to itself? 

One reading, and I was able to reconcile one 
of the most confusing battles within myself. 
And for that, to myself and to my faith, I’m 
eternally grateful. What I understand though, is 
that this reconciliation isn’t the norm. I know 
that many QTBIPOC have a hard time navi-
gating imposed heteronormativity, especially 
as it relates to religion. I was lucky in that my 
internal strife only lasted for a little while; I do 
know, however, that my battle coming out to 
other people will be much more difficult. My 
family knows in hints, and they largely ignore 
it while also being respectful. But if I were 
to come out officially, I’m sure I’d lose much 
more than I can bear—that strife is lifelong.

What I’ve found is that to me, religion in 
its essence is pure of homophobia. It has only 
been through modernity, and a deeply embed-

ded misogyny, that our society has become this 
intolerant.

The church (used here as a reference to any 
religious socio-political construction) has al-
ways seen sex as its competition. By dictating 
the boundaries of what was righteous sexual 
activity, the church maintained its power over 
the nuclear family by threatening eternal dam-
nation if those boundaries were crossed.

Interjecting religion in the most intimate 
aspect of a person’s life constructed a contract 
between them and the church. For example, 
by giving man ownership over women and 
their purity, the church maintained its power 
over man and his “property” under the cloak of 
faith. Sexual “defiance” breaks that contract.

Indeed, same-sex relationships functioned 
outside of that contract between the church and 
society and thus the power structure fell away. 
Homosexuality, therefore, was church-adja-
cent—it was powerful, and it needed to be 
canonized as sin in order to be controlled.

In that analysis, I found a reclamation of 
my own faith and a rejection of the church and 
its power structures. Faith for me was love for 
the unknown, love for a greater power that we 
cannot ever see or behold. It is the surrender-
ing to a love that we trust to guide us, to be 
all-knowing. If God can love us, who are we 
not to love each other? Most importantly, who 
is the church to stand in the way? n
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  QTBIPOC      ISLAM      HOMOPHOBIA      COMING OUT      FIRST LOVE  

Between Faith and Affection
An anonymous reader shares the struggles and hardship of navigating Madison’s Muslim 
community as a closeted queer Black woman, and finds reconciliation in her faith.
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What I’ve found is that to me, religion  
in its essence is pure of homophobia.  
It has only been through modernity,  
and a deeply embedded misogyny, that 
our society has become this intolerant.
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MUSIC HAS ALWAYS been the most important aspect of my life, besides 
my phone. I was about seven or eight when I was introduced to music 
and dance. I would sit in front of the TV and watch music videos and 
learn the choreography of my favorites like Missy Elliot, Michael 
Jackson, Usher, and B2K to say the least. I would hang out with friends 
around the neighborhood and make up dance routines and even write 
songs. (I swore I could sing when I was younger; I can’t.) In elemen-
tary school, I became well known for my participation in almost every 
event. I would dance, play the African drums, I even performed The 
Temptations two years in a row (the second time, I was David Ruffin). 
I even gave a speech at my fifth grade graduation. In middle school, 
I continued to pursue music in band class, I also participated in choir 
and dance performances, and I won trophies for reciting Arthur Ashe’s 
speech on multiculturalism in Forensics competitions, which I delivered 
well enough to recite again in front of the entire school. Every opportu-
nity I had to be on stage I tried to seize it, and although it’s harder now 
to find an accepting stage, I’m more devoted than ever to continue. 

  FIRST STUDIO RECORDING  

When I was about 14 years old, there was a surge of battle dance 
groups surfacing in Milwaukee. These dance groups started making 
their own music to dance to and ya boy hopped on the bandwagon. I 
remember walking into the studio so unsure of what to do. I had never 
done my own music or lyrics in front of people besides my family 
and closest friends. To my surprise, the song became pretty popular, 
and so were the other two artists that were on the track. This was both 
beneficial and horrifying because I was living essentially a double life. 
I knew I wasn’t as “straight” as I was pretending to be. I saved boys’ 
numbers as girl names and always found ways of covering my tracks 
until my business came to light. I started getting so many inboxes and 
phone calls from everyone I knew with reactions ranging from accep-
tance to death threats, and I just shut down and stopped showing my 
face. I was terrified to leave my house at one point because everyone 
knew where I lived. I had friends walk with me from the bus stop, and 
I carried makeshift weapons with me all the time. 

  FINDING MY CONFIDENCE OFF STAGE  

By this time, I was attending Milwaukee High School of the Arts, 
which was the beginning of discovery for me. I surrounded myself 
with some of the most accepting and loving people and developed a 
sense of confidence that I usually only had on stage. I even started 
making beats and creating music on my old laptop. My name back 
then was “Bam” (I came up with Adonis when I started meeting Drag 
Kings & Queens), and I released a couple songs for a talent show we 
had at school. I loved the energy in high school because it was always 
supportive and creative. I started dressing differently, I smiled more, I 

learned how to walk with my head held higher. I came out when I was 
16, and I haven’t really looked back at those days of being in the closet 
since. In high school, I studied band (clarinet & alto saxophone) as 
well as dance, and with all this confidence and stage presence built up, 
I ended up with a minimum wage job and a lot of hopes and dreams.

  DIAGNOSIS AND STIGMA  

I was diagnosed with HIV in late 2016, and I’ve been undetectable 
for almost four years now. I remember being first diagnosed and being 
so ashamed of myself as someone who has participated in so many pro-
grams designated toward HIV/STD prevention and awareness. I felt as 
someone who was already involved with spreading the message that I 
would be looked at as irresponsible or contradictory. I didn’t tell anyone 
for a while. I was numb. I thought to myself, “If I take my medicine and 
get to undetectable, I’ll be fine. No one has to know (besides anyone 

I was having sex with).” It wasn’t until my mom found my pill bottle 
that I was forced to tell anyone my situation. When I told my mom and 
stepdad, I felt I was letting my mom down because of all the conversa-
tions we’d had about HIV and my knowledge about how not to get it. 
After that, things in the house became intense. I began to think that HIV 
could be spread through the most ignorant ways like: I was worried 
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What I’ve learned from my mom, from being exposed and 
threatened, catching HIV, and in the rap game is that life never 
goes the way you plan it. All you can do is be prepared for the 
outcome.

  QTBIPOC      MUSIC      RAP      HIV      MILWAUKEE  

“That Rapper Dude”
After years of pushing back against both internal and external 
homophobia, toxic masculinity, HIV stigma, and layers of 
widespread racism in queer nightlife, Cedric Lanier-Thornton, 
aka Adonis Timone, is making a name for himself as a talented 
out Black rapper.
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the most (if not the most) segregated cities in the United States. I am a 
young Black male rap artist, and there are no urban gay bars/clubs in 
Milwaukee. The Black gay people I know usually only go to LaCage 
because there is a dance floor. I go to LaCage because there’s a dance 
floor. As far as performing at said place, I doubt if they’d have me, 
but then again I never asked. There was a club called Candy Lounge 
on Villard that was open for about nine months, and I performed there 
often and was a promoter for a while. The atmosphere was completely 
different from being in a club or bar downtown. Any club or bar that’s 
in the hood is completely different from the ones downtown. However, 
through that experience, I became known as “that rapper dude” when-
ever I met people. My first and second performance at This Is It was 
very awkward, I think because it was a drag cast, and I was the random 
rapper. I mean, it never really isn’t awkward, but I always keep high 
energy. One time one of the guys in the audience at the bar (he was 
Black) said in my ear, “These white people don’t know what they 
talkin’ ‘bout—you killed it!” I just laughed and thanked him because 
I knew that even if they didn’t vibe with it, somebody in the crowd 
did, and that’s all the gratification I needed. I remember how upset 
everyone was when I got my stage placement for PrideFest 2019. It 
was at 4:30pm on the Rainbow Stage, which is way in the back behind 
the playground. I was just excited to even be a part of PrideFest. I sent 
emails. I had other people send emails. I had people recommend me, 
and I went through so many hoops to just earn a spot. I didn’t really 
mind where I was as long as I was seen.

  OFFERING ENCOURAGEMENT AND EMPOWERMENT  

There are so many young Black boys struggling with their identity 
and with acceptance, and there are so many obstacles that you face as 
a Black man every single day. So to endure the battle that comes with 
homosexuality while facing a harsh world should be powerful, yet 
Black people are still some of the most homophobic individuals, often 
stemming from Christianity. I feel it’s my obligation to keep going 

and to use what I know to encourage, teach, and empower people like 
me: the people who always felt that they had no place to go. Hip-hop 
is a territory dominated by toxic masculinity and derogatory messages 
about women, yet here comes my gay ass to interupt the average pro-
gramming. What I’ve learned from my mom, from being exposed and 
threatened, catching HIV, and in the rap game is that life never goes 
the way you plan it. All you can do is be prepared for the outcome. 
Meaning, sometimes it may seem hopeless and dark but there is still a 
way to make your life yours. Knowledge is power, and our schools ar-
en’t the best. Even worse is that our parents were taught some ignorant 
and false information about history and sex. We have to unlearn and 
change the perspective of stigmatizing information that is inaccurate 
and teach what needs to be taught.

  INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AND SPACES  

We need to teach inclusive Black, Native American, and LGBTQ 
history and inclusive sexual education that is based on evidence and 
includes all the information, skills, and tools all young people need to 
make healthy decisions. Don’t just say, “Sex is bad, don’t do it, you’ll 
catch an STI.” Telling that to 15-year-old me is like telling me not to 
smoke weed: I’m going to do it and not tell you about it until I get 
caught. We also have to create spaces for everyone. Evidence-based 
programs, such as IAM (Intersectionality Among Men) at Diverse & 
Resilient in Milwaukee, have been highly effective in the response to 
HIV in Black and Brown communities.

  NEXT STOP: ATLANTA  

I’m excited to say my next adventure is in Atlanta. I don’t know 
what the future holds for me, but I believe that with God on my side 
and all this positive energy pulsing through my soul that I can conquer 
any battle and overcome any challenge if I stay focused, driven, and 
strategic about how I maneuver. Life is hard and doesn’t get any easier, 
but the good moments make up for all the bad. n

I could spread HIV by going to the Barbershop. I began to question 
everything I learned, even knowing the accurate statistics. I began to 
worry about being that one percent. I started to stigmatize myself.

  THE VALUE OF ACCURATE INFORMATION  

I chose to work in this field because I now understand the value of 
educating people on accurate information. I literally went from not 
caring at all, to standing up for the millions of gay Black teenagers 
and young men that are at risk of transmission. I’ve worked with some 
incredibly intelligent, humble, passionate people. I’ve gotten to travel 
and work with people on a national level to bring awareness to stigma 
and policies that discriminate and criminalize HIV.

  MAKING MUSIC, SPEAKING THE TRUTH  

It was about a year after my diagnosis that music became prominent 
again in my life. I found an old notebook with some rhymes from 
when I was a teenager, and I got inspired to create. I pulled out another 
old laptop, downloaded the FL studios (demo version), and I started 
editing and mixing music and writing rhymes again. I got a studio 
microphone and a cheap mixing program and made Out The Closet 
while I was literally in my closet. Out The Closet was my first project 
that had full tracks on it, and there were some fun rhymes I threw 
together on some random beats, but it was the first time I spoke my 
reality instead of what I thought people wanted to hear. A lot of people 
said that it was garbage but a lot of people supported me too, so I kept 
going. My first official single Money Over N***** was an unexpect-
ed hit! That’s when people started paying attention. That same year 
the EP Di’Vil Season was released and tracks like Good For Him & 
Alligator became very popular in the community. I remember walking 
down the street and hearing someone playing my song in their car, and 
I almost cried. I’ve also been stopped at the bus stop to be asked if I 
was “Adonis.” My most recent release is titled Everything, and I just 
released a music video for the leading single Ratchet.

  DISCRIMINATION IN HIP-HOP  

Even though a lot of my experiences have been positive, I’ve 
definitely run into my fair share of descrimination. My first live 
performance was a competition based on performance, marketability, 
and the quality of music. I scored high on performance and quality, 
and my marketability score was so low that I ended up in last place (I 
was robbed). There were times I paid DJs to play my songs, and when 
they heard a gay reference, they immediately turned off the music or 
switched the song and was even told my sound isn’t something people 
want to listen to. I never let any of that discourage me. Hip-hop has 
been homophobic since the late 90s, maybe even sooner than that. 

Rappers tend to over masculinize themselves to be the best. Hip-hop 
is a competitive sport, and all the MVPs were from the hood, sold 
drugs, love sex with a lot of women, and usually refer to their oppo-
nent as a “bitch” or “fag” to blatenlty say that if you are not man in this 
game, nobody will take you serious. It also reflects the reality of living 
in the hood and being openly gay. You’re going to get stares and mean 
mugs; you might even get yelled at from a random car. That’s just our 
(Black LGBTQ community) reality. It’s extremely humbling to be a 
part of a generation ready and willing to change. Gay men in hip-hop 
are not formally accepted yet, but there is hope for the future. 

  THE MILWAUKEE CLUB SCENE  

With all that being said, take into account that Milwaukee is one of 
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CHRIS WALKER IMAGINES GULLY QUEEN’s return to this world with horns. 
In the early morning hours of July 23, 2013, the queer teen, whose 

birth name was Dwyane Jones, was murdered by a mob of partygoers an-
gry that Jones showed up in a dress; they chased, beat, shot, stabbed, and 
ran them over with a car, leaving their bludgeoned body on the roadside. 
Despite over 300 attendees at the party, no one was able to identify the 
attackers. The case remains unsolved.

In African diasporic folklore, the duppy, or spirit, Rolling Calf has 
multiple interpretations. Some believe Rolling Calf is the spirit of an un-
settled, wicked person. Others, including Walker, interpret it as the ghost 
of an enslaved boy, still bearing the weight of heavy wrought-iron chains. 
The idea of encountering Rolling Calf on a dark night in rural Jamaica 
can evoke fear in residents, young and old.

Rolling Calf appears in many forms; Most commonly, it is a hornless 
goat, with blazing red eyes and the telltale sound of dragging chains that 
you hear long before you see it. 

In “Intervention Indigo,” (a project that combines procession, protest, 
performance, music, and dance) Walker, and contemporary artist Laura 
Anderson Barbata, reimagine the age-old myth. In their mas costume, 
Rolling Calf has large horns, steeped in a beautiful blue hue, representing 
the spirits of LGBTQ+ folks across the African diaspora who have lost 
their lives.

“I re-interpreted that story to speak to the trans folks and gay boys in 
Jamaica who are constantly running away, who had to run away, or who 
felt like they had to run away at a certain time,” Walker said.

“The horns are huge because they’re supposed to reference the valo-
rized, the most respected. They get to come back with the largest horns, 
so your own people have to give you their respect in terms of your posi-
tion and stature. It really does honor the LGBTQ+ community in Jamaica 
by saying that even in death, you can still come back and remind us of 
beauty and joy.”

For Walker and Anderson Barbata’s Rolling Calf, the chains signify 
two things: the weight of oppression LGBTQ+ folks in the diaspora and 

Walker uses his work to have these difficult 
conversations about various topics, including violence, 

climate change, and societal stigmas. Walker’s 
performances are often immersive, blurring the line 

between the stage and the audience. 

Written by Amber Walker.  Photo by Max Wendt for Our Lives magazine.

Greater  
Than Yourself
Dancer and choreographer Chris Walker steeps himself in 
group dynamics, seeking to bring discomfort to the  
comfortable through his performance work—and empowerment 
and safe space to those he teaches and mentors as a professor 
of dance at UW-Madison.

  QTBIPOC      DANCE      JAMAICA      AFRICAN DIASPORA      COLLECTIVE TRAUMA  
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“It has been great to know that I could refer to my husband 
without fearing that weird look people get on their  

faces when they aren’t expecting that.” CHAD & DALE
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2016 Angie’s List Super service award

African culture into the dance studio and that had a lasting effect on me; 
the idea of creating spaces where ritual communication and transforma-
tion can occur.”

  FIRST WAVE HIP-HOP THEATRE ENSEMBLE  

After Walker completed his MFA at SUNY-Brockport in 2004, he 
taught in New York and Kingston before joining the Dance department 
faculty at the University of Wisconsin- Madison in 2006. Shortly after ar-
riving at UW-Madison, Walker was tapped to serve as the Artistic Direc-
tor for a brand new program, the First Wave Hip-Hop Theatre Ensemble. 
For the last 13 years, First Wave has recruited performers with diverse 
backgrounds to attend the university on a full scholarship. First Wave 
students perform on stages across the world. Many have gone on to have 
careers in the performing arts, literature, and academia. 

For Walker, one of the most important aspects of First Wave is its 
commitment to providing students with both the creative and financial 
support they need to be successful in their pursuits. Walker credits his 
mentor, Jamaican scholar and Vice Chancellor Emeritus of the University 
of the West Indies Ralston “Rex” Nettleford, with guiding him to schol-
arships, and in some cases, personally funding his education. Nettleford 
also co-founded the National Dance Theatre Company of Jamaica, where 
Walker trained and performed and now serves as choreographer.

“I am a testament to what can happen when you enable a young person 
to do for themselves, their community, and the world through scholarship, 
academic support, and guidance,” Walker said. 

“[Nettleford] was like a father to me … he said that I had something to 
offer, and I needed to make that investment worthwhile.”

  COLLECTIVE CENTERING  

Walker’s theory of collective centering, the exercise of bringing di-
verse people together and using their individual stories and expertise 
to make sense of a common goal, is heavily influenced by Nettleford’s 
scholarship. Like Morgan and Nettleford before him, Walker does his 
best to serve the needs of the students in front of him to create an environ-
ment where everyone can do their best work. 

“If something is not right, a student can speak to it. They’re going to 
need space, and [the class] will have to take the space in order to do that 
so creative work can really happen,” Walker said. 

“Taking the time to engage that which is causing a young person anx-
iety can only mean that better results are gonna come from the time that 
we spent together actually doing scheduled work. It’s really building a 
sense of trust and a sense of, ‘this is a space I can depend on.’ That is 
important to me.”

  CARRYING ON A LEGACY  

One of the greatest joys of Walker’s work is seeing his former students 
return to the University as scholars and colleagues. Sofia Snow, who was 
a member of First Wave’s inaugural cohort, now serves as the Executive 
Director of the program with James Gavins, a second cohort graduate, as 
Creative Director.

When reflecting on his students’ return—and the throughline of all 
his work—Walker borrows a line from Alex Haley’s seminal mini-series 
“Roots.” Holding his infant son Kunta up to the night sky, Omoro Kinte, 
tells him, “Behold, the only thing greater than yourself.” Years later, Kun-
ta repeats the act while holding his daughter.

Walker is grateful that he is able to carry on the legacy of the scholars 
that preceded him and provide a base for the next generations of scholars.

“That is the theme that keeps recurring in everything I do...greater than 
yourself. Family. Community. Society. The world. Humbling yourself to 
the power of the group dynamic which is greater than yourself.” n

the enslaved boy faced as they often grappled with projections of hate and 
fear from their communities during their lives; and a sense of spiritual 
homelessness not awarded to them in death after a lifetime of oppression.

Gully Queen was driven out of their childhood neighborhood and lived 
for two years in a derelict home with other LGBTQ+ folks who faced 
similar rejection. After their death, their body laid in a morgue unclaimed 
by their family. 

“The lack of ceremony and rituals ensured home was still not available 
to them in death. The enslaved boy never made it home to the spirit world. 
That world is home,” Walker said. 

“This is a significant part of the torment. I imagine queer spirits who ha-
ven’t been given the proper send off rituals wandering the living world un-
welcomed, feared, hated. They exist in-between, unable to rest in peace.”

  RESISTANCE AESTHETICS  

Walker is a multi-hyphenate creative, with decades of study and prac-
tice in dance and performance art. His work is grounded in what he refers 
to as “resistance aesthetics”— the idea that folks in the African diaspora 
can draw upon our history of collective trauma to create art that turns that 
oppressive history on its head.

“Hip-Hop, Dancehall, R&B, Rock & Roll, Jazz, you name it, they all 
come out of a response to oppression and resistance to oppression. That 
we are able to take bad things and make it good,” Walker said. 

“My work deconstructs and re-embodies that history and problematiz-
es it as contemporary conversation.”

Walker uses his work to have these difficult conversations about var-
ious topics, including violence, climate change, and societal stigmas. 
Walker’s performances are often immersive, blurring the line between the 
stage and the audience. 

“When I create performance, I wanted to create spaces where the per-
formers weren’t so separate from the audience, and we are in this sort of 

circular dialogue...and the two things come together to make this ritual of 
live performance,” Walker said. 

That approach can reveal tension about the subject matter with some 
attendees. Walker’s “Facing Home: Love and Redemption” is a collabo-
ration with choreographer Kevin Ormsby that juxtaposes the message of 
liberation and hope in Bob Marley’s music with longstanding homopho-
bia present in Jamaica. 

Walker presented the piece in Kingston, Jamaica, where he spent part of 
his childhood and pursued his undergraduate work. During the post-show 
discussion, an audience member angrily walked out. While Walker ex-
pected those reactions, he recognizes that people mimic what they’ve been 
taught for generations and that it takes patience to change hearts and minds. 

“It’s a lot of discomfort, but that’s a part of ‘Facing Home.’ It’s de-
signed as a process to have really difficult conversations,” Walker said. 

“I’m developing a real deep sense of empathy for people who hold 
long-standing beliefs. That’s not me being high and mighty, that’s me 
recognizing that you have believed that for 40 years...and it’s coming from 
the people they love and trust the most. Who are you to interrupt that?”

  PERSONAL GROWTH  

Walker said practicing conscious growth has been a process for him, 
too. Walker recalls a conversation years ago with a student, a gay woman, 
who told him her peers often speculated about his identity, and it would 
have been nice to know while she was taking the class. Now, Walker 
makes it a point to address it early on.

“If me, as a queer professor, could have a positive impact on how you 
see yourself and your identity? That was it,” Walker said. 

“So, in my classes, sort of at some point early, I will find a way to ‘out’ 
myself and move beyond it. But it also opens up other conversations in 
the class and creates other spaces in the class.”

For Walker, he strives to make his classroom a space where his stu-
dents feel free to create art about subject matters and histories that are 
often oppressive or uncomfortable. He understands the importance of 
shaping a world rooted in principles of pluralism after seeing it modeled 
by his graduate professor, contemporary artist Claude Morgan, at the 
State University of New York in Brockport. 

“What he really did was create culture...his work and the vocabulary 
that he worked with was rooted in African and Afro-Brazilian forms. 
Even the class warm-up itself was a ritual. It was a functional activity that 
you came in and participated in. Different folks had different roles, where 
you could center yourself in that class ritual,” Walker said. 

“Students in the class were arranged in concentric circles, so you were 
always visible to others and others were always visible to you, you were 
part of this larger community. [Morgan] transported aesthetic elements of 

Walker’s Rolling Calf in  “Intervention: Indigo,” and his “Facing Home: Love and Redemption.”
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Introducing Vivent Health, founded on the combined 
expertise of AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin, Rocky 
Mountain CARES and St. Louis Effort for AIDS. And steadfastly 
dedicated to serving anyone and everyone affected by HIV 
through our comprehensive prevention, care and treatment 
programs. Learn more at ViventHealth.org
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feature
MADISON’S ARTS SCENE is always popping, and LGBTQ+ identified people 
bring so much of the color and variety to the scene. Through everything 
from live music to mixed media, teaching to curation, dance to poetry and 
literature, queer folx have long contributed enormously to the artistic fabric 
of the community. To honor those creative efforts, below is our second 
annual survey of LGBTQ artists and bands/companies with LGBTQ-iden-
tified members in the Madison area. May it serve to spread awareness and 
appreciation of their work!

As always, this is by no means a completely comprehensive list. We 
reached out to our various networks for names and resources, and did our 
best to get permission before including them on the list. We hope to con-
tinue building on this survey in future years, so feel free to reach out with 
recommendations at contact@ourlivesmadison.com.

PERFORMING ARTISTS: BURLESQUE / DRAG

Curation help by Brandon Rounds

Amethyst Von Trollenburg | instagram.com/amethystvt | Amethyst is a local 
drag and burlesque entertainer known as the Seven Foot Siren. She is a 
former Miss Madison Pride and is known for her sultry demeanor and 
powerful vocal talent.

Anita Spanx | instagram.com/spanx_me | Anita Spanx is a creative queen who 
describes herself as Pretty Stupid. She loves to bring you characters, 
concepts, and absolute buffoonery!

Anya Knees | instagram.com/theonlyanyaknees | Anya Knees has been perform-
ing for 3 years. She is an entertainer based in Madison, Wisconsin and a 
show director at FIVE Nightclub.

Ariel Lebron | instagram.com/mettahdroid_mks | Ari, aka Melanie Khandroma, 
aka MettahDroid, is a wildly creative and hardworking performance 
artist who tackles innovative forms of glitter and droid drag, fetish, and 
burlesque, recently winning the Mx. Pride title.

Bianca Lynn Breeze | instagram.com/blbreeze | Bianca has been gracing stag-
es around the midwest for over 7 years. She is mostly known as “The 
Eyes of Madison” and Madison’s premier drag queen bingo hostess. 
She is a mix of glam, sparkle, and sass and you can find her hosting and 
directing shows at FIVE Nightclub, Majestic Theater, Grateful Shed(Wi 
Dells) and Merchant.

Bryanna Banx$ | facebook.com/bryannabanxs | Bryanna has been in the indus-
try for about 16 years and is still blessed to be able to continue emcee-
ing, performing, & organizing events all over the entire state. An award 
winning entertainer with an infectious personality that will always leave 
you coming back for more. #approachable.

Cass Marie Domino | facebook.com/cassdowning | Cass Marie Domino a 
native of Madison WI is an Accomplishing Performer of 30+ years 
winning numerous state and national titles such as WI continental, WI 
Entertainer Of The Year, and National Entertainer Of The Year Femme. 
Also an advocate for transgender youth and adults as well as people 
like herself who love with HIV.

Cynthia Mooseknuckle | instagram.com/cynthiamooseknuckle | Known as the 
Queen of the Pups and the Mother of Moose, Cynthia Mooseknuckle is 
a Wisconsin based Drag entertainer that has been performing around the 
state for 7 years my titles include Miss Glitter Stage, and Miss Players 
PHAT! Her entertainment styles varies from broadway to country, diva 
ballads and concept costuming. I’m best known for my well executed 
concept numbers and personal favorite Wicked!

Cyrus K Stratton | instagram.com/cyruskstratton | Cyrus hit the drag scene in 
2018 and quickly made a name for himself as the king of suave. Cyrus 
is a Madison-based drag king who is also the current reigning Mr. Rock 
County Pride. He will steal your heart and your girl.

The Great Madison LGBTQ+ 
Artist Survey of 2020
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journey towards a healthier you.

DaddyDon’t GiveaDamn / MamaNo Shits | instagram.com/mamanoshits 
Daddy Don’t Give A Damn is a fierce non binary drag king with an 
in your face, theatrical style. He comes from the world of burlesque, 
but has been performing in drag for a year and a half. Daddy works to 
promote inclusivity in the drag community, is the 2019 Madison Pride 
King, and is the producer at Bumday Productions.

DeeDee Purr | instagram.com/deedeepurr | Best described as a drag clown that 
always brings a variety of alternative drag and hilarity. They arrived 
to Madison 3 years ago with a flame in their heart to be stupid for the 
mass crowds. From drinking raw eggs, falling in love with their chicken 
nurse or dedicating a song to farting, you’ll never know what is up 
their sleeve. They have gone on to win FIVE ApocaLIPS (a 10 week 
bi-weekly competition) and is a show director at FIVE Nightclub.

Electra Lytes | instagram.com/electra_lytes | Electra Lytes, an up and coming 
queen based in Madison and current Category Is All Star. She loves to 
employ the 3 C’s: Concepts, Costumes made of unconventional materi-
al, and Choreography. She often has dancers who join her on stage and 
call themselves her AccoLytes.

Gio | instagram.com/gio_guzman_180685 | Gio has been in the Male and Drag 
entertainment since 2008 in Wisconsin. He puts much love, pride and 
dedication into his performances by infusing his art with hope and his 
Mexican culture along with other cultures around the world. He has 
earned the titles of Mr. Five Night Club, Mr. Gay Latino Madison, Mr. 
Club Wisconsin, and Miss Wisconsin Capital Pride.

Jasper Madison | instagram.com/jaspermadison608 | Jasper Madison is a fan 
favorite in the local community. Her style ranges ranges from classic 
drag to alternative, burlesque and even male performance. She got her 
start on stage in 2017 and is constantly evolving. The 608 Princess xo

Josie Lynn | facebook.com/joel.duffrin | The first time Josie Lynn performed 
in a wig and heals was 27 years ago at a small bar in Wausau WI, and 
if you would have asked her then to describe her drag, she would have 
said she’s a beer-drinking, cheese-eatin’ farmer in a dress. As she con-
tinued to perform, she started taking on many different drag characters: 
Pageant queen, camp, dancer, prop master, chameleon, a queen for 
charity even the HIV queen, and has them all. So now when people ask 
her to describe her style, she says she is the Madonna of drag, because 
she is always evolving in her craft and continues to reinvent herself as 
a performer and an artist. Today she is loving her newest persona as a 
50-year-old bearded queen who still gets nervous before every show.

Karizma Mirage | instagram.com/karizmamirage | Karizma is 3 Fs: flirty, fierce, 
and fabulous! She started almost 9 years ago in Milwaukee, but moved 
to Madison 6 years ago and has since show directed, held bar titles (cur-
rent Five Supreme), raised money for multiple charities and fundraisers, 
and been a familiar face in the nightlife and LGBTQIA community!

Karma Mirage | instagram.com/karmamirage | Karma is the reigning Miss Wis-
consin USofA Newcomer and co-show director of the Madcity Drag 
Review. She also designs and makes costumes for herself and perform-
ers around the country as the owner of Karma’s Kloset.

Kasper | instagram.com/master_nick3 | Kasper has been performing for 3 years. 
He’s the current Mr GAY Wisconsin USofA 2019/2020, but got his 
start as Mr Madison Pride in 2018. Kasper’s style is simple, yet classy. 
Masculine with a touch of femininity.

Kayos Mirage | instagram.com/worldofkayos | Kayos Mirage has been a Madi-
son resident and Drag Queen for 4 years. During that times has earned 
title of Miss Madison Pride 2017 and Miss Five Night Club Newcomer 
2018. Kayos loves to host shows so she may interact with her audience 
and give them a memorable experience filled with laughter and love.

Lucy Von Cucci | instagram.com/lucyvoncucci | Lucy has been in the Wisconsin 
drag scenes for almost a decade and has won many regional and state 
titles. Lucy’s first love had always been the theater and you can also 

catch her in (and out of) drag in many local theater productions.
Madam Lacy | instagram.com/madamlacy | Madam Lacy is a 4 year veteran of 

the stage in Burlesque and Drag. She is the current Miss Gay Madison 
Plus and was awarded 2019 Wisconsin Burlypics Master of Vocals. 
Madam Lacy’s performance style is campy Disney Princess who will 
have you laughing and blushing. She may be sassy but her curves are 
all sweet!!!

Malaiya Marvel | instagram.com/malaiyamarvel | Malaiyas Marvel considers 
herself to be a queen for the nerds. Her biggest drag influences are 
comics, anime, video games amongst others. She combines cosplay and 
drag to transform into her favorite characters

Mercury Stardust | instagram.com/mercurystardusttopz | The Ambassador of 
Cheese and Tease, Mercury is a veteran burlesque performer who’s 
made a name for herself nationally. Locally, she hosts the Five Star 
Tease at FIVE nightclub.

Mi Mi Sanchez | instagram.com/mimi__sanchez | Mi mi is the life of the party 
giving you high energy twirls, dips, and face. Her drag is always evolv-

ing and captivating but during the day working as a full time extension 
specialist and also natural hair care and color as well.

Miss Elegance | Miss Elegance started performing a little over a year ago. 
She is a gymnast and an amazing self-taught dancer. She’s one of the 
first black trans women on cast in Madison’s premier burlesque show.

Monica Ciccone | facebook.com/valentin.elizalde.397 | Monica has been an enter-
tainer since 1998. She won the title of Ms. Diva Latina Madison 2010. 
She loves to bring enjoyment to her audience through her live singing 
or lipsyncing performances. She is the hostess of Noches Latinas at 
FIVE Nightclub- Madison’s monthly Latinx Drag Show.

OD Kimani | instagram.com/od_kimani | OD is a creative and innovative  
burlesque and performance artist, seen regularly on the stages at  
FIVE Nightclub, and a founding member of the Wisconsin Burlesque 
Association. He won the Judges’ Choice Award at the Great Burlesque 
Expo in Boston in 2017, and has gone on to compete at several  
burlesque shows nationally and internationally, winning awards  
and hearts along the way.

OD Kimani Bianca Lynn Breeze Mary Schumacher

DJ FEMME NOIR’s sets are intertwined with an eclectic array of music 
styles from various genres of mainstream and underground music. 
From popular classics that will have your whole family on their feet, to 
current singles that dominate the charts, she will have you dancing the 
whole night away.

Although DJ Femme Noir has been actively DJing for only two years, 
music has always been a big influence in her life. “My father was a choir 
director in my grandfather’s church while I was growing up. He had a 
way of reading people and knowing exactly what they needed to hear 
at any moment. He also knew and understood his choir members and 
was able to bring out the very best in every single person involved,” 
she said. “I often channel this enthusiasm and spirit when I am out 
doing my gigs so that it reflects in the songs I play. I may feed off the 
crowd’s energy, but I also influence it with my selections. It’s my job to 
use that influence to set the mood.”

As a Black queer woman in a white cis male-dominated industry 
there are some biases that arise. “I can count on one hand how many 
female DJs of color I personally know within the markets I occupy,” she 
said. Nevertheless Femme Noir is still navigating her way through the 
industry and creating space for herself and others like her. 

“When other black and POC folks see me or other DJs of color 
they know they are welcomed in that space. When other women see 
me in male dominated spaces, they also know that they are not only 
welcomed but someone is looking out for them,” she said.

Whether it’s a wedding, drag show, or a private event, it is DJ 
Femme Noir’s goal is to unify people with each set. “Music has a way of 
bringing people from all walks of life together. It is my goal to organize 
and blend it in a way that makes people come together and share one 
experience. It is my goal that these experiences will continue beyond 
the dance floor and permeate into all aspects of their lives,” she said.  n

Performing Arts: DJs  |  facebook.com/DJFemmeNoir

  DJ FEMME NOIR . 

Photo by Ian DeGraff for Our Lives magazine.
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Persephone B Diamond | instagram.com/glamcholita | Persephone B. Dia-
mond has been a drag artist for 4 years and has been a Mexican Folklor-
ico dancer since she was five years old. She is a show director and host 
of the ApocaLIPS Drag competition and a weekly show “The Flavor” 
at Five Nightclub in Madison WI. She is the reigning Miss Gay Latina 
Kenosha, Miss Five Nightclub Fabulous, Miss Primavera Chicago, and 
Miss Club Wisconsin.

Pony Boy | facebook.com/ponyboy.trevor.9 | PonyBoy has been performing for 
4 years now. He’s a transgender male and likes to inspire people when 
he is out there performing! He has one title so far, Mr. Gliterstage And 
would like to keep competing in more! It’s been an amazing way to 
meet more people like himself and do what he loves.

Regina Lynn Taylor | instagram.com/thatmidwestgay | Regina has been per-
forming for 6 years. She started performing in order to raise thousands 
of dollars for local charities and nonprofits. Growing to compete and 
perform not only in the Midwest, but around the country. Winning miss 
Gay Wisconsin USofA Newcomer, Miss Gay Iowa USofA Newcomer 
as well as being a 3 time top 12 finalist at Miss Gay USofA. Regina 
continues to perform, while using her platform to better her community 
and simply have fun.

RyRy Minaj | Former Mr Gay Wisconsin USofA and Mr Gay Madison, 
RyRy has been performing for over 5 years. You never know what 
you’ll get when he’s on stage from his sparkly customes to his amazing 
flipping body in front of your face.

Sasha Christine | Sasha Christine is a co-host to Pour Decisions. Her 
drag can be described as a tiny little dancer, who’s polished and pris-
tine, but doesn’t mind getting a little dirty. She helps coordinate and 
stars as one of the headliners, in the Annual Advanced Employment 
Benefit show, which is on it’s 8th year running! You can catch this kitty 
cat performing at her favorite place, FIVE Nightclub.

Vanilla Diamond | instagram.com/heavy_duty_diamond_cutie | She’s sugar 
and spice wrapped in one. Fun sized heavy duty Latina cutie ready to 
give you anything from rap, show tunes, pop, you name it- and she’s 
bilingual so you’ll get a 2-in-1 flavorful of her.  A former Miss Queen B 
and current show director at FIVE Nightclub, she’s been performing for 
almost 4 years and has enjoyed traveling across the state of Wisconsin 
and across the Midwest.

Victoria Lynn | facebook.com/jeremy.sharpee.77 | Victoria Lynn is the current 
Madison Pride Queen. They’re a quick witted, kind, and statuesque 
drag queen who has been performing for 2 years. Being a queen to them 
is so freeing and gives them the confidence to conquer the world hunny!

ZZ Topz | facebook.com/arislost | ZZ Topz is a non-binary drag king hailing 
from Madison, WI. They have performed all over the state of Wisconsin 
and the midwest for the last year and a half. They are the reigning 
Mr. Five Nightclub, who uses their platform to create space for new 
kings, gender nonconforming performers, and AFAB performers in the 
drag community.

PERFORMING ARTISTS: COMEDY

Curation help by Dina Martinez
 
Becky Wennlund | rebeccawennlund.com | Becky is a local comedian and 

curator of the Perpetual Kindness Project, a study of how kindness, 
generosity, compassion have the power to improve your life and the 
world.

Cal Smith | facebook.com/CalSmithComedy | facebook.com/SundaySlamOpenMic | Cal 
is a non-binary, transgender, queer comedian and storyteller. Cal is the 
host of Sunday Slam Open Mic which prioritizes women and LGBTQ+ 
people in Madison. 

Dina Martinez | Dinaninamartinez.com | ladylaughscomedy.com | Dina is a Huff-
Post blogger, the founder of Lady Laughs Comedy & Artemis Bow Pro-
ductions and writer of “The Misadventures of Delilah James.” She was 
named one of the “58 Trans Women Actors You Should Know & Also 
Love” by Autostraddle, and won Madison’s Favorite Local Comedian 
as voted by the readers of the Isthmus. She will be in the upcoming film 
2 Men & A Pig with Dermot Mulroney. In its fifth year, Dina’s Inter-
national Lady Laughs Comedy Festival went live online this year from 
August 28 through September 5 with Aida Rodriguez, Shawn Pelofsky 
Comedy, Sarah Hartshorne, MJ Comedy TV, and Dina Nina Martinez.

Lev Simmons | facebook.com/lev.simm | Lev is a Madison-based comic hailing 
from Rochester, Minnesota. He has been performing standup since the 
summer of 2017. His material revolves around his gender transition, 
observations and experiences from his life, and the absurdity of Western 
society. His goal is to make the audience reconsider their perceptions 
and beliefs while making them laugh. Lev participated in The Late 
Early Show, a local variety show, from 2017 to 2018 and opened for 
Cameron Esposito in August 2018.

Mary Schumacher | facebook.com/mary.schumacher.7543 | Mary is a funny 
woman who loves cats, cherry cola and walks in the woods. A native 
Madisonian, Mary has been entertaining audiences across the Madison 
area for the past year.  Currently, performing  stand-up for her cats, at 
home. Look for her, post-pandemic, at Open Mics, Burlesque shows 
and Comedy showcases. She loves to joke about her troubled childhood 
and her love of Lesbian sex. 

Shawna Lutzow | facebook.com/slutzow | Shawna started her comedy career 
shortly after coming out of the closet. She draws from personal experi-
ences to shed light on queer issues and to dismantle stereotypes. She’s 
also been known to play a tune or two on her guitar.

Vanessa Tortolano | facebook.com/vanessa.tortolano | Vanessa is the co-owner/
founder of Madison-based NessAlla Kombucha. As a mama, she’s busy 
with four growing boys, animals, and growing things. As an entertain-
er, she jumps from improv comedy to playing music and singing, and 
can be found on various Madison stages and in support of women- and 
LGBTQ-centric stand-up comedy classes and events.

PERFORMING ARTISTS: DANCE / THEATER

Curation help by Zak Stowe

Dana Gordon Rowe | soundcloud.com/dana-gordon-rowe | facebook.com/eggbagel 
Dana is Program Director for the Madison chapter of Proud Theater. In 
addition to their role with Proud Theater-Madison, they serve as Board 
President for Art & Soul Innovations and help implement strategies for 
all chapters. Dana also fronts the band Woke Up Crying. They have 
been working on writing new songs during quarantine and may emerge 
with a new lineup or solo EP. 

Dana Pellebon | infamousmothers.com/dana-pellebon | Dana is a longtime Mad-
ison performer and director, part of the Peach Pies Caburlesque group, 
and a regular director and producer with StageQ and other local theater 
companies. She acts sometimes, too, last seen in StageQ’s 2018 produc-
tion of “A Lady and a Woman,” about two Black women who fall into a 
romantic relationship in a small, late-1800s town. More recently Dana 

was one of the organizers of the Loud ‘n Unchained Black Theater Fes-
tival that was to have premiered in June. Chair of the 2020 Magic Pride 
Festival planning committee and a member of the Outreach board.

Danielle Dresden & Donna Peckett | tnwensembletheater.org | Donna 
is producing artistic director of TNW Ensemble Theatre (formally 
TAPIT/new works), which she co-founded in 1985. She received two 
Choreography Fellowships from the Wisconsin Arts Board and was 
recognized by the Wisconsin Dance Council for her contributions to the 
field. Currently, Donna serves on the faculty of the Edgewood College 
Department of Theatre Arts, and as an instructor for UW Education 
Outreach and for the UW-Madison Department of Liberal Studies and 
the Arts. Danielle is producing artistic director and fellow co-founder 
of TAPIT/new works alongside her partner, Donna. She has served as a 
peer review panelist for the Wisconsin Arts Board and Dane Arts, and is 
a member of the Barrymore Theatre Board of Directors, the Dramatists 
Guild, the Theatre Communications Group and the Network of Ensem-
ble Theaters.
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SINGER-SONGWRITERS Kat Farnsworth and Benjamin Rose first sang 
together in January 2018. They performed “Over You,” a song written 
by Farnsworth, during an open mic night at Mocha Moment, a small 
café in Janesville. It wasn’t until 2019, when the pair moved to Madison 
and met drummer Alex Nelson, that Kat and the Hurricane became the 
genre- and gender-bending indie rock outfit they are today.

For Kat, Benjamin, and Alex, making heartfelt music is simply part 
of their DNA, just as being queer is part of their DNA. As genderqueer 
musicians with a penchant for the melancholy, the band describes 
their style as “sad lesbian music.” Though tongue-in-cheek, this 
moniker describes how their genre influences, emotionality, and 
gender identities are inseparable from their music.

It’s not that Kat and the Hurricane only writes “gay songs,” whatever 
that may mean, but even as they sing about trauma, heartbreak, 
mental health, and healing, they are creating space in the music world 
for unapologetically queer musicians.

Having been part of the first ever Pride festival in Rock County 
(an event that has been one of the band’s favorites to play), Kat and 
the Hurricane understands the importance of representation and 
community. The struggles of being out in a smaller town is all too 
familiar to many within the LGBTQ+ community. Since calling Madison 
home, the three-piece have built relationships and shared bills with 
many other queer musicians, gravitating towards those who share the 
same experiences and passions.

In the past year, Kat and the Hurricane has been hard at work 
carving out their own space in the indie music scene, both in Madison 
and beyond. They released their second EP, Libra, in February, won 
the titles of Best Local Band – Alt/Indie (Madison Magazine) and 2020 
Breakthrough Artist Runner-Up (Madison Area Music Association), 
and put together a 10-day Midwest tour (which was unfortunately cut 
short by the COVID-19 pandemic).

For Kat and the Hurricane, music is everything. Music is their vehicle 
for emotional healing, for self-discovery, and for creating community. 
Their “sad lesbian music” pulls at the heartstrings and reflects their 
experience as queer individuals, but it is also hopeful and easy for 
anyone to connect with. As close friend and collaborator Candace 
Griffin writes, “With passion, poetry and relatability, Kat and the 
Hurricane’s music expresses more than just the somber parts of life. 
Their music is ever-evolving as life itself.”  n

Performing Arts: Musicians  |  katandthehurricane.com

  KAT AND THE HURRICANE . 

Kelsyanne Schoenhaar | encorestudio.org | facebook.com/EncoreStudio | A Jane-
of-all-trades, Kelsy is the Executive Director of Encore! Studio for the 
Performing Arts, which produces plays with input from and acting by 
adults with physical and/or developmental disabilities. She has mixed a 
career of music, theatre, and human services.

Malissa Petterson | facebook.com/mal.lamont | Malissa has written and 
directed nine major projects in the last decade, with another in the 
wings for 2021. Armed with an MFA in creative writing, she spends her 
days spinning stories about her two favorite things: feminism and sex. 
From the lonely tower of quarantine, she has given her time to directing 
a podcast - BawdCast - which is an adaption of Threshold, an erotic 
novel by Harper Mitchell.

Michael Bruno | facebook.com/Bruneaux1955 | Michael is the former Artistic 
Director for WhoopDeDoo Productions and past President of StageQ. 
He is a former Board Member of The Bartell Theater, AidsNetwork of 
Madison and Dane County Cultural Arts Commission. Premiered his 
local CBS-TV Entertainment segment, Bruno’s Best Bets in 2011 and 
is currently seen on Wisc-TV Channel 3’s Live at Four every Friday 
on Backstage With Bruno. Since Covid19, the segment has become 
“Behind The Screens,” where Bruno chats via Zoom with local artists, 
schools, theaters and arts organizations to find out how they are manag-
ing to survive and adjust during this time of the pandemic.

Richard Ganoung | facebook.com/richard.ganoung | The Madison-based actor 
is best known for his roles in the movies Parting Glances (1986), True 
Identity (1991) and Billy’s Hollywood Screen Kiss (1998), but has ap-
peared on stage with groups like Tap-It/New Works, the Madison Rep, 
and in quite a few productions of Shakespeare, among many others.

Robert Goderich | facebook.com/bobby.goderich | Bobby has been involved 
in local music, theater, and opera since moving to Madison in 2003. 
He has performed with Children’s Theater of Madison, Verona Area 
Community Theater, Middleton Players Theatre, StageQ, Four Seasons 
Theatre, and Madison Opera. 

Roseann Sheridan | facebook.com/roseann.sheridan | The Producing Artistic 
Director of Children’s Theater of Madison, Roseann has been with 
CTM since 2008. Previously, she was Producer and Associate Artistic 
Director at American Players Theatre.

Tim Sauers | facebook.com/tim.sauers | Overture Center’s Vice President of 
Programming & Community Engagement, Tim is responsible for ensur-
ing diverse offerings at the space and engaging the community with the 
arts on offer. Tim develops and recommends the programmatic philos-
ophies of Overture Center, developing policies, systems, procedures, 
budgeting, and measures for program implementation.

Trevin Gay | artlitlab.org/artists/trevin-gay | Trevin has directed and performed 
around the globe for 30+ years. He holds an MFA in Actor Created 
Physical Theatre from Naropa University in conjunction with the Lon-
don International School of Performing Arts. Trevin serves as the Artist 
Relations Manager for Children’s Theater of Madison (CTM), a pup-
peteer for Puppet Laurieate and as a teaching artist for Whoopensocker 
and CTM. As 2020 progresses he began working on personalized 
puppet greetings with Puppet Laurieate and assisting CTM in planning 
multiple contingencies on moving forward with programming. He looks 
so forward to getting back in the theater and creating a vital communal, 
creative and provocative experience.

Zak Stowe | zakstowedesigns.com | Zak has been President of StageQ—Mad-
ison’s queer community theatre—since 2018. He is an award-winning 
lighting designer having previously worked with numerous theatre 
companies in Wisconsin and Minnesota. He recently directed StageQ’s 
productions of “Southern Baptist Sissies” and “Dog Sees God.” He is 
now the Lighting Supervisor for the Overture Center. Zak also serves as 
the Vice-President of the Bartell Theatre Foundation Board of Direc-

tors, and spends weekends touring with Tora!Tora!Tora! as an airshow 
pyrotechnician. Post-pandemic he’s looking forward to continue grow-
ing StageQ and sharing queer stories on stage.

PERFORMING ARTISTS: DJs

Curation help by Dana Gordon Rowe

Ashlei Miller / Ashlava | facebook.com/harvamama | Ashlei is an animal lover 
who deejays, in that order. She’s one half of the duo Ashlava and you 
can catch her regularly at Robinia Courtyard dropping beats older than 
she is with throwback down-tempo jazz and trip-hop vibes.

DJ Avalon | facebook.com/theonlyDJAvalon | mixcloud.com/avalon-clare | DJ Avalon 
has been curating party vibes since 2011, getting her start in Philadel-
phia doing a weekly all-vinyl country night, then starting a party called 
NEW RADIO that celebrated women in music. DJ Avalon’s look is as 
eclectic as her music taste, but rest assured that a party DJ’d by Avalon 
will be ripe with dancing, debauchery, neon, and glitter.

DJ Boyfrrriend (Joey Bee) | facebook.com/DJBoyfrrriend | soundcloud.com/
djboyfrrriend | DJ Boyfrrriend is a queer feminist DJ and a creator of 
intentional nightlife spaces. Her dark pulsing sets showcase voices of 
independent, marginalized, and political artists while keeping the dance 
floor throbbing. Her mixes have been featured on Pitchfork Radio and 
Homoground and she has performed across the continent — but spotted 
most regularly in Madison, Milwaukee, and Minneapolis. 

DJ Ellafine (Elly Fine) | facebook.com/djellafine | mixcloud.com/ellafine | DJ and 
promoter ellafine spins current and classic darkwave, industrial, goth, 
new wave, post punk, synthpop, dream pop, indie, and has recently 
branched out into more retro sounds as well. Look for the Tuesday 
night Isolation session on Twitch.

DJ Kalycho (Micah Le) | facebook.com/sunstone.music.official | Purveyor of 
infectious beats and pillar of the Madison queer nightlife scene DJ 
Kalycho is a multidisciplinary artist looking forward to returning to 
curation when things allow. For now they are focusing on virtual shows 
benefiting social justice causes as well as using their chops with audio 
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gear to assist other community organizers with events.
DJ Millbot (Emily Mills) | facebook.com/djmillbot | soundcloud.com/millbot | With 

a long history and a wide repertoire, Millbot’s heart lies in the house 
genres and her sets focus on underrepresented identities and obscure 
hits. She is planning some virtual spinning in the months to come, and 
you can follow her Facebook for updates.

Saint Saunter (Sarah Akawa) | facebook.com/saintsaunter | mixcloud.com/ 
saintsaunter | The tireless DJ and event organizer/promoter has helped 
create and maintain a series of queer/POC-focused spaces and parties 
over the years, including Gender Fest, queer.IRL, Hot Summer Gays, 
Queer Pressure, the She Said Party, Emo Night Madison, and Pop Punk 
Pizza Party. The credits will continue with DJ and VJ workshops hosted 
by Communication as well as a virtual festival titled WTF: What’s the 
Future with UnderBelly.

PERFORMING ARTISTS: MUSICIANS

Curation help by Dana Gordon Rowe

7ucky Vita | 7uckyvita.com | facebook.com/7uckyVita | Queer Pop/R&B musician 
challenging the concept of society/love/freedom through music and 
performance art. From simulation theories, to love affairs with artificial 
intelligence, to a dystopian America, 7ucky (pronounced Lucky) packs 
a big beautiful punch through catchy choruses, raw lyrics, and a heart 
left on the stage for all the world to see. Available on all streaming 
platforms and performs monthly live streams.

90sdreamboy | ashquinnmemorial.com | facebook.com/90sdreamboy | While 
recognizing musicians currently in the scene we would also like to take 
a moment to acknowledge the loss of Ash Ambrose Quinn. He was a 
prolific artist involved with multiple Madison bands (Skizzwhores, 
Token Minority, Sassy Come Home, Call Them Q, Dumpster Dick, 
90’sdreamboy) as well as inspiring and supporting the work of many 
other musicians. He will long be remembered for his energetic perfor-
mances, growling vocals, unstoppable friendliness, generosity, humor, 
tardiness, and vegan cooking.

Aggie Silver | aggiesilver.bandcamp.com | Aggie Silver is the new solo project 
of Ava G (lead singer/guitarist of popular Milwaukee band Negative/
Positive) but the nostalgic debut single I (O) was Better With You is 
full of synth and toy piano for a completely different sound. She is now 
working on an EP that’s set to be a combination of her classic sing-
er-songwriter style with these electronic pop elements, while keeping 
her signature raw lyrics.

Akiya Alexander | soundcloud.com/kiloakaskitlz | facebook.com/kiloakaskitlz | The 
hip-hop artist and emcee has a list of accolades including Female Artist 
of the year (Madison Hip-Hop Awards 2016), Madison’s #1 Lesbian 
Rapper (Queer Pressure Awards 2017) and Performer of the Year (MA-
MAs 2019). She brings an R&B sensibility to pointed and smooth flows 
along with a message of integrity and self respect.

Alejandra Perez | miyha.bandcamp.com | The former frontperson of bands 
Tarpaulin and Miyha has continued writing songs solo since the release 
of Worlds Biggest Crush. Their songs catalog the interpersonal trage-
dies that we suffer living life open to love. We have heard a preview of 
potential songs from a solo EP and without the noise of the band you 
can better hear the melodic emotionality of Perez’s guitar playing under 
their euphonic vocals.

Bone Holler | facebook.com/BoneHoller | Several women, a kickdrum, and 
spite the band is Ellie Erickson, Maggie Maggerson, and Molly K 
Mitchell. They did some virtual performing to start the summer but will 
now head to the studio to work on their first EP. Expect songs about 
death, destruction, and murder, all with laughs and camaraderie.

CNL | clairenelsonlifson.bandcamp.com | The solo project of Proud Parents mem-
ber Claire Nelson-Lifson, a singer and guitarist. Like so many others 
not much is happening during the pandemic but there are a couple 
recordings available that were not listed in our issue last year.

Damsel Trash | damseltrash.bandcamp.com | facebook.com/DamselTrash | The filthy, 
feminist, and very queer punk-rock duo of Meghan Rose and 
Emily Mills may now split their time as a band between Madison 
and NYC, but they are still having fun remotely. Check out their 
recently released cover of “What’s Inside Your Butthole” which was 
recorded to benefit Freedom Inc. They hope to do more recording as 
the pandemic drags on.

Dana and the Joanis | musicbydana.bandcamp.com | facebook.com/Danaandthejoanis 
Dana Perry (formerly of She She) brings her powerhouse vocals and 
expert rhythm guitar to Jenna Joanis’ nuanced, groove-heavy drum-
ming, with poignant original songs of an evolutionary folk rock variety. 
Check out their new EP Kill the Rock Star on Bandcamp. These record-
ings feature additional musicians to add a driving full band sound.

Dash Hounds | dashhounds.bandcamp.com | facebook.com/dashhoundsband | This 
guitar pop 4 piece will have you gazing at your shoes while your toes 
tap to dreamy guitar riffs, highly technical but unobtrusive drumming 
and the grooviest bass. Frontperson Alivia Kleinfeldt adds their dulcet 
ethereal vocals on top to make a sound that is totally out of this world. 
They hope to follow up their previous recordings with a single or two 
this year.

Dequadray | dequadray.art | Dequadray is an interdisciplinary artist creating 
worlds where the radical is normative. From his marrow he believes it is 
our responsibility to demand liberation and joy for ourselves, families, 
and community, to use our power to conjure a better place. Check out his 
fly coloring book and his new track “What We Had (Feel it in the Air).”

dirty cops | facebook.com/dirtycopsmusic | Born of the pandemic age, and an 
urge to play music safely, with Carmela Wiese on drums and Jill Mali-
cious on guitar, dirty cops seeks to tell stories of our dystopian reality 
through catchy hooks and experimentation. This grungey, sludgey, art 
rock, noisey, instrumental duo, is deeply rooted in leftist politics, hence 
their name dirty cops.

Dumpster Dick | dumpsterdick.bandcamp.com | facebook.com/dumpsterdick 
Dumpster Dick is an anti-fascist post-hardcore/metal band from 
Madison composed of mostly trans artists. They went on hiatus at the 
end of 2019 but have  reformed adding new members including Alexa 
Drake (the guitarist from now disbanded Sea Foam in my Swimsuit) as 
well as Thomas Scheeval who is classically trained and will be playing 
multiple instruments. They are scrapping their previous recordings and  
writing all new material.

Erika Pauline Marcotte | yungpauline.bandcamp.com | soundcloud.com/ 
erikaqueenpauline | Erika writes/records rap music as an outlet for difficult 
emotions and with the hope that some trans person somewhere will hear 
it and feel represented, understood, and less alone. The beats on the LP 
TRANNY THUGGIN are satisfying and the flows don’t quit.

The Hasbians | facebook.com/thehasbians | Relentless queer punk rock fueled 
by social justice and white male tears, reminiscent of the riot grrrl era. 
No nonsense, no prejudice, and no constraints, with a motto of “We do 
what we want!” The Hasbians are Jaime Niedermeier (bass), Jill Mali-
cious (guitar/vocals), Emmalee Pearson (theremin/vocals), and Carmela 
Wiese (drums).

Ilana Bryne | naivetrax.bandcamp.com | soundcloud.com/ilanamusic | Drawing from 
days as a DJ/Raver in the 90’s ( UK Drum n Bass, Chicago house, 
Detroit Techno, Jamaican dub) subtle but direct sound design and 
ass-shaking are on tap. Other influences include EBM like Nitzer Ebb, 
synthpop standards Depeche Mode, early 90s shoegaze, post-punk ex-
perimentalism, Enya, and jazz acts from 50s hard bop to 70s fusion and 
beyond. Ilana seeks to channel and celebrate 90’s sounds and believes 
strongly in a DIY ethic free from industry games.

Johannes Wallmann | johanneswallmann.com | Pianist-composer and 
UW-Madison Director of Jazz Studies Johannes Wallmann was fortu-
nate to complete the recording part of a new album for jazz quintet and 
string orchestra prior to the Covid shutdown. With venues closed to the 
public, he has been working with local sound engineers on mixing and 
mastering album for a 2021 release, in addition to performing live-
streamed solo concerts from Café Coda and as part of Audio for the 
Arts’ LGBTQ Pride month series.

Julia McConahay | juliamcconahay.com | facebook.com/JuliaMcConahayMusic | Mad-
ison violin virtuoso and multi-MAMA winner Julia McConahay plays 
Irish-rock infused music.

Killcrop | facebook.com/Killcrop | The solo project of Josh Killcrop, one half 
of the founding members of psychedelic-industrial band, Gentleman 
Loser, the experimental electronic music draws influences from indie 
rock and darker industrial. Check out the Facebook page for links to 
Spotify mixes while waiting for the album (Ejected Naked Into the 
Void) to drop.

Ladyscissors | facebook.com/ladyscissorswi | Prolific and longtime Madison mu-
sician Stephanie Rearick joins forces with Lorrie Hurckes Dwyer, Brent 
George, and Anne Bull for a boppy rock project with an irreverent core.

Line | linesoundslike.com | facebook.com/linesoundslike | Maddie Batzli, Esther 
Chun, Will Ault, and Austin Lynch make up this outfit of queer, lyr-
ic-driven pop music with folk and R&B influences. They dropped their 
first EP Choosing Sides this year.

Negative/Positive | negativepositivemke.bandcamp.com | facebook.com/ 
negativepositiveMKE | Girls Rock MKE alums Negative/Positive have been 
making music for seven years, despite all being high schoolers, and 
their music ranges from soft indie jams to full on punk rock. With top-
ics ranging from mean, Not Homophobic™ teens to the story of a failed 
office-worker-turned-YouTuber, Negative/Positive’s music is widely 
varied, but always unapologetic.

Olyvia Jaxyn | lyvjaxyn.bandcamp.com | This dreamy solo project brings ele-
ments of the underground, melodic no-wave of the ‘80s and combines it 
with heady, introspective lyrics. Get into your feelings and listen to the 
new track: how a plant reminds me of where i learned autonomy.
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NIC’S ART FEATURES vibrant colors electrifying through emoting shapes. 
Their abstract images portray interweaving images that speak to the 
soul. The beauty of their art is the power of the viewer’s interpretation.

“I typically do not plan my paintings, I just let the art flow through 
me…. Art has been a sanctum for those feelings which are hard to 
explain, admit, or understand. This sacred space became crucial as I 
developed depression and anxiety during my early teens. It allows 
me to breathe deep into my soul and focus on the raw energy inside. 
Painting is pure, emotive honesty. It holds me. It witnesses parts of 
myself I haven’t seen, teaching me by empathizing with my inner child.”

Their emotional experiences come through Nic’s work as a unique 
style, unbridled, untamed, yet beautifully inviting. Playfully free-flowing, 
forming and reforming as one notices the intricacies of Nic coming to 
life on the canvas. Some of the themes expressed in their work are grief, 
love, loneliness, joy, pain, peace, and the rush of creativity.

As a multiracial artist, there are regards of race, white supremacy, 
chaos, and confusion that echo subliminally in some of their pieces. 
However, one of their recent pieces has a more overt cultural, social, 
and political comment. “TRANS LIVES ARE BLACK LIVES TOO” urges the 
world to include transgender folx in the Black Lives Matter Movement. 
White settler colonialism has inflicted the binary onto the mindset 
of Black Americans leading to an acceptance of transphobia in Black 
culture. Nic’s mural on the Overture center at Fairchild and Mifflin 
Streets showcases just some of the names of Black trans folx who 
have been killed by the police in 2020. The imagery features an eye 
for visibility and rainbow colors for LGBTQIA+ Pride. The opportunity 
to create this piece was especially important for Nic who identifies as 
nonbinary, agender, and pansexual; their pronouns are They/Them/
Theirs. While actively supporting the Movement, they noticed the 
transphobia and homophobia coming through, and felt hurt and 
erased by the people who were supposed to be fighting for them. 
Their mural serves to remind the city of Madison that the revolution 
must include liberation for all the oppressed: Black, Brown, gay, 
trans, nonbinary, women, men, everyone who suffers at the hands of 
capitalism, white supremacy, and settler colonialism.  n

Visual Arts: Painting  |  instagram.com/nixart_____

  NIC BROWN . 

Once a Month | onceamonth.bandcamp.com | Facebook.com/onceamonthband 
This “lofi brat punk” duo is Margaret Dryer (guitar and vocals) and 
Tessa Echeverria (beats and vocals) of Half Stack Sessions and 
According to What.

Raine Stern | facebook.com/rainesternmusic | Raine is an innately talented artist 
who writes, arranges, and produces her own work. Her sound hits hard 
because she pours her guts into every aspect of her art. She has a gritty 
soulful voice, shreds the electric guitar, and incorporates a little bit of 
every genre into her work.

Rin’s Violin | facebook.com/RinQRibble | A genre-bending violinist and teacher, 
Rin has played with several area projects, including the Five Points 
Jazz Collective, Shotgun Mary, and Sortin’ the Mail.

Venus in Furs | venusinfursband.com | The long-running surf-punk outfit fea-
tures couple Victoria Echeverría (guitar/vocals) and Natalie Hinckley 
(bass/vocals) alongside energetic drummer Marlo Darken. This group 
is heavy on the instrumentals with catchy, darkly humorous, and some-
times pointedly political lyrics.

Woke Up Crying | wokeupcrying.bandcamp.com | facebook.com/wokeupcryingband 
Woke up Crying is a queercore/grunge/basement pop trio playing emo-
tional tunes in a 90s nostalgia style. Tone Madison referred to their new 
EP 3:27 a.m. as “one of the most interesting releases to have come out 
of Madison’s DIY punk scene in recent memory.”

LITERARY ARTISTS

Curation help by Rita Mae Reese

Ali Mudrow | facebook.com/ali.muldrow1 | Ali is a parent, partner, writer, in-
structor, advocate, and doula. She began her work in education in 2006 
when she became the after-school spoken word club liaison for East 
High School in partnership with UW-Madison’s First Wave program. 
Ali went on to partner with Madison School & Community Recreation 
(MSCR) to create and host spoken word clubs at five Madison public 
high schools. Ali is currently the Director of Youth Programming and 
Inclusion at GSAFE. In the spring of 2015 Ali launched GSAFE’s New 
Narrative Project in the Dane County Juvenile Detention Center, a 
program that provides incarcerated young people with clear channels to 
academic success, civic engagement, and self-determination.

Alina Boyden | alinaboyden.com | Alina is a trans rights activist who success-
fully sued the state of Wisconsin for insurance coverage for transi-
tion-related procedures with the ACLU. She is also the author of the 
Stealing Thunder series of fantasy novels out now from Ace Books.

Bridget Birdsall | bridgetbirdsall.com | Bridget is a multi-disciplinary artist, 
award-winning author, writer, poet, teacher, and speaker who overcame 
dyslexic challenges to pursue her dream to write books that make a 
difference, especially in the lives of young people. Bridget recently 
returned from a small mountain in Mexico where she’s been teaching 
yoga, blogging and refreshing her website.

Lissa McLaughlin | artlitlab.org/artists/lissa-mclaughlin | Lissa has taught fiction 
writing, both experimental and conventional, for thirty years at the 
university level. She’s writing something like poetry now. She also 
supports young adults on the autism spectrum, which is its own kind of 
poetry.

Raphael Kadushin | facebook.com/raphael.kadushin | Journalist, writer and 
literary curator Raphael retired in 2018 from his role as the Executive 
Editor at the UW Press—where he oversaw the only existing series of 
lgbtq memoirs—to write full-time. He has served as a Contributing Ed-
itor at both Bon Appetit and National Geographic Traveler magazines 
and in addition to those outlets has contributed frequently to Condé 
Nast Traveler, Travel & Leisure, The Wall Street Journal, Epicurious 
and Out. He is the editor of three travel anthologies, his fiction has been 

included in a wide range of anthologies, and his work has appeared 
multiple times in the Best Food Writing annual.

Rebecca Bedell | artlitlab.org/artists/rebecca-bedell | facebook.com/rbedell95 | Re-
becca is a trans poet who loves queering the church and making friends 
across many hobbies. She earned an MFA at UW and works at Pres 
House.

Rita Mae Reese | ritamaereese.com | Rita Mae is the author of two poetry 
collections, The Alphabet Conspiracy and The Book of Hulga, and is 
currently writing a novel about ghosts. She serves as the Literary Arts 
Director at Arts + Literature Laboratory and also designs Lesbian Poet 
Trading Cards for Headmistress Press.

Sami Schalk | samischalk.com | Sami is an Associate Professor of Gender & 
Women’s Studies at University of Wisconsin-Madison. She published 
her first book in 2018 entitled Bodyminds Reimagined: (Dis)ability, 
Race, and Gender in Black Women’s Speculative Fiction. Dr. Schalk 
also writes for mainstream outlets, serves as a board member for Free-
dom Inc., and once twerked with Lizzo. She identifies as a fat, Black, 
queer, femme, cisgender, middle-class, disabled woman. She is also 
polyamorous, body-neutral, sex-positive, and a pleasure activist.

T.S. Banks | instagram.com/t.s.banks | T Banks is a community organizer, a 
mental wellness advocate, poet, and playwright. After graduating with a 
degree in English Creative writing, Banks has successfully used his art 
through plays and poetry to address racism, transphobia, and ableism. 
As a black, trans, queer person with a disability, T believes the move-
ment for Black Lives must be intersectional and deeply connected to the 
struggle to end patriarchy, specifically as it manifests as violence against 
black trans folks. His work addresses the need for the black liberation 
movement to be accessible to those with mental wellness challenges 
and/or physical disabilities as well fights for the ability of these popula-
tions to regain their autonomy in a capitalistic society.

VISUAL ARTISTS

Curation help by Karin Wolf

Amber Sowards | ambersowards.com | Currently also running communica-
tions for GSAFE and Fair Wisconsin, Amber is a fine art photography 
with a special focus on shooting with film and in black and white. Her 
work is often beautiful and gritty at the same time, showcasing deeply 
personal reflections on identity, location, class, and more.

Angela Richardson | angela-richardson.com | Visual artist and performer 
Angela Richardson’s work often explores the idea of “community”—
how communities form, how they operate, and how art plays a role in 
their vitality. Designing experiences for herself, audiences, and project 
participants is core to her creative process.

Anna Campbell | annacampbell.net | Using sculpture, site-specific installa-
tion, and ephemera, Anna’s work deconstructs signifiers of gender and 
heteronormativity. Her work is in the collections of the MoMA Library, 

the Leslie Lohman Museum of Gay and Lesbian Art, numerous univer-
sities, and her site-specific, bronze sculpture is permanently installed at 
the Lesbian Herstory Archives in Brooklyn, NY.

Babette Wainwright | babettewainwright.com | Babette is a clay sculptor who 
draws extensively on her African roots and the work of the pre-Colum-
bian people of Haiti, where she was born. Her work has been exhibited 
across the country and in galleries across Wisconsin. In 2000, she 
earned an MFA in Ceramics at UW-Madison. She has since been work-
ing in both mediums, using the female image as a vehicle for conveying 
her sense of uprootedness and her spirituality.

Bear | @giige.co | giige.co/gigiigemin | Bear is a queer tattoo artist specializing 
in fine-line minimalist and illustrative design. They love working with 
a wide range of subject matter from florals, pop culture references, 
celestial bodies, and occult imagery, to pin-ups, portraits, and anything 
involving queer forms and identity. They have a passion for creating 
collaborative works with clients and relish in the challenge of taking 
disjointed ideas, words, expressions, and references to create unique 

Dina Martinez nipinetnibiiwakamigkwe Josie Lynn

Divorce
Power of Attorneys

Partnership Agreements  
Wills

Marital Property Agreements
Child Custody Disputes
Non-traditional Families
Mediation

Our mission is to ensure that your rights and best interests are protected  
as you navigate the complexities of the legal system.

A team of experienced lawyers committed to  
the rights of the LGBT Community.

608-259-8702   |   balislefamilylaw.com 
131 West Wilson St., Madison, WI  53703

Linda S. Balisle, Attorney   |   Lindsey E. Cobbe, Attorney 
Nicholas O. Yurk, Attorney   |   Ashleigh M. Hacker, Attorney

Raphael Kadushin



46 SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2020 47SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2020

I WORKED FOR A LESBIAN PRESS in the early 
90s in Havana, Florida, a few miles from 
Tallahassee. I was, for a time, the “fulfillment 
manager,” (still my favorite title), and stood 
packing books in the stifling garage that 
was our packing room. Our UPS driver was 
like a member of a landing party on Star 
Trek—there to observe and not interfere 
with the natives of our strange planet. He 
and I mostly made small talk that avoided 
our peculiar business emphasis. But one 
day a title caught his eye—World Without Men by Valerie Taylor.

Over his next few visits, he’d try to engage me in conversation about 
the book until one day, exasperated, I offered to give him a copy but he 
repeatedly refused. At some further point, he became reassured that 
we weren’t plotting to do away with all men, including him, and his 
attention went back to weather, other strange customers, and family. 
I think about him every once in a while, and wonder what makes him 
nervous these days. For myself, I have plenty of things. 

At the time Valerie Taylor was writing she lived in a world without so 
many of us—the worlds of power were largely worlds without women 
and Blacks and people of color and gays and lesbians and trans folk 
and people who were differently abled. Though I still haven’t read 
World Without Men, I have to admire that Taylor was creating a little 
space to contemplate the inverse of what was taken for granted. By 
doing this, she was making the world without us visible to everyone. 

Now, as we live in a world mostly without people, we are 
confronting the damage a world without us has caused and will 
continue to cause. Even introverts seem trapped in the quicksand 
of nostalgia for a time when we gathered by the thousands to 
watch other people play sports, pretend to be other people, or play 
instruments very loudly. It turns out all of that is comforting, even if 
you don’t go in for it yourself. We can’t tolerate this world anymore. 
The horrors of systemic racism, unrestrained capitalism, and mass 
incarceration are laid bare for even the most obtuse among us.

In this time of COVID compounded by lack of leadership (we should 
always be clear that our government’s official response has caused 
this enduring limbo as we watch all of the other nations go out to 
play, learn, shop, work), we are stuck—politically, emotionally, socially, 
economically, and, it seems, even artistically. So many friends have said 
to me that they can’t create because what’s the point, really? This new 
context has made our former plans and dreams feel foolish.

We are being called now to do our most important work, work that 
is vital not only for our own selves, our own communities, but truly for 
the good of the country. We need to imagine a world with, because 
that is the first step to making that world possible, to making it just. We 
need to honor the work of those who had to subtract to make room for 
us and we need to do the work of adding to make room for everyone.

We are all weary and scared and angry. But we have work to do. 
And we have each other, even if we have to create the connections 
with stories and poems rather than casual presence and touch. In our 
isolation, we need to think of literature as the official record of our 
common humanity and think about how we help make that record 
complete—a world with.

Hope to see you all on the other side.  n

Literary Arts  |  ritamaereese.com

  RITA MAE REESE . 
and cohesive visions that fit and enhance the natural human form spe-
cific to each individuals personality.

Beth Racette | bethracette.com | Beth is a visual artist and cultural worker 
who aims to bring a breadth of wonder, inquiry, and inspiration to her 
fellow Earthlings. She’s worked with many materials and processes. 
Themes that unite her work are flow and interconnection. She is cur-
rently working on a series of paintings about Earth called “Gaia Series.”

Borealis | alauraborealisart.com | Borealis is a non-binary queer artist, writer, 
and educator serving as Education & Outreach Director at Arts + 
Literature Laboratory. Their major creative works are transdisciplinary, 
social, and performative, while day to day projects work through 
questions in small visual experiments. They are currently collaborating 
with Madison-area artists to influence neighborhood development plans 
through community engagement and peer empowerment; check out the 
Cityzine project for more information.

Cassy Marzette | cassandramarzette.com | @cassy.marzette | facebook.com/cmarzartist 
Cassy has been a visual artist, writer, and creative director for over 15 
years. Marzette wrote and directed her first full-length play, Palin-
dromes/If Walls Could Talk (2013), directed and produced a one-woman 
show I Can’t Live Like This Anymore! with Lilada Gee, and wrote, 
produced, and performed an original one-woman show, A Conversation 
with Ashes, to a sold-out audience (2017). She is currently writing her 
screenplay, The Sea Witch.  Marzette was commissioned to create a 
mural combining visual art and poetry on State Street in early June.

David Wells | facebook.com/davidwells.madison | David is Director of the Edge-
wood College Art Gallery and Ernest Hüpeden’s Painted Forest folk art 
site. As an independent community-based curator his projects include 
Art On the Rooftop at the Monona Terrace Community and Conven-
tion Center (since 2014) and GLEAM: Art in a New Light, at Olbrich 
Botanical Gardens (since 2015).

Goldie Bennett | goldieraye.com | @goldieraye | Goldie is a fine art photogra-
pher, illustrator, and printmaker. Her art work focuses on gender identi-
ty and defining the female queer gaze. She also studied graphic design 
and works as a freelance illustrator and designer.

Jay Ramirez & Ryan Hartman | @jjaysgallery | This collaborative artist 
team brings their separate skill sets to both their art and their marriage. 
Jay has a background in fine art and Ryan is a contractor with his own 
business “Hartman Custom Design, Inc.” When they collaborate to cre-
ate visual art, they try to use their talents to bring positive energy to their 
community. They recently completed several large-scale murals on State 
Street in June of 2020 as allies in support of BLM and in August, they 
created the sculptural installation “Full Human Spectrum” to represent 
the intersectional LGBTQ community.

Karin Wolf | facebook.com/karinlwolf | Karin serves as the Arts Administrator 
for the entire City of Madison, curating events, running grant programs 
like the BLINK temporary art project, and generally advocating for all 
things arts and artist.

Kay LeClaire/nibiiwakamigkwe | @giige.co | giige.co/gigiigemin | nibiiwaka-
migkwe is a Métis, Onyota’a:ka, Anishinaabe, Cuban, and waabishkii-
wed Two-Spirit artist and organizer working in traditional Indigenous 
craftwork and contemporary Woodlands style to foster awareness of 
land protection, Indigenous cultural landscapes, and the complexity of 
identity. They are committed to the long-term cultural work and com-
munity care tactics that transform social systems.

Kaci Sullivan | kacisullivan.com | Kaci is a queer business consultant, strate-
gist and professional creative.

Mar Gosselar | @giige.co | giige.co/gigiigemin | Mar is a work in progress, and 
moves through the world knowing everyone else is, also. They prefer 
to approach tattooing as a collaboration, because the act of tattooing 
is a liminal space, a place between who we were and who we become. 

Even decorative pieces are a bookmark in the pages of our story. Their 
art is illustrative, most often depicting the natural world, both alive in 
botanicals and remembered in bones.

Michael Velliquete | velliquette.com | Michael’s work is vibrant even when 
monochrome, formalist even when colorful, and sculpturally durable 
even though his medium of choice—paper—is so noticeably ephemer-
al. Look for his art around town as he has also contributed images of his 
paper sculptures to Madison’s popular Art on Utility Box Program.

Natalie Hinkley | hinckleyproductions.com | Natalie is the owner and founder 
of Hinckley Productions, and has created video work for companies 
like Lands’ End and Duluth Trading Company as well as Madison Roll-
er Derby and the Roller Derby World Cup. When not playing with her 
band, Venus in Furs, Natalie is busy building her videography business 
and team, which has won dozens of awards for their work.

Nicole Bresnik | facebook.com/nicole.aerial.bresnick | Co-founder of Teen Pride 
Arts, which showcased and supported work by LGBTQ-identified 
youth, Nicole is an accomplished painter and arts activist who brings 
her trans and sober identities proudly, incorporating them into her artis-
tic and educational work, along with a focus on mental health.

nipinet | @giige.co | giige.co/gigiigemin | nipinet is a Michif, Anishinaabe, and 
Norwegian Two-Spirit tattoo artist working in Tee Jop. Their art focus-
es on the intersections of identity, culture, queerness, and deep, nasty, 
complicated emotions. They tattoo with bright color gradients and bold 
lines and love horror, anime, decomposition, the natural world, and the 
human form. 

Rae Senarighi | raesenarighi.com | Rae is a champion of storytelling through 
art, as a fine artist, designer and muralist, an activist, cancer survivor 
and Ally for marginalized people in his community. Rae currently 
resides in Madison, WI, but he makes a lasting impact throughout the 
world. His art can be seen internationally and is featured in a wide 
range of outlets from Art Voices magazine to DNA India. 

Risë Christesen | facebook.com/RiseChristesenFineArt | Risë is a mixed media 
assemblage artist who deconstructs and reassembles objects in ways 
that give them new life and renewed purpose. She creates tableaus and 
installations in which the relationships of objects convey layered riddles 
about notions of domesticity, sexuality, gender, relationships, religion, 
and other axiomatic ideas. Through her art, she attempts to use hope-
fulness, beauty, darkness, and humor to complicate these naturalized 
narratives.

Rolando Cruz | rolandocruz.com | Rolando is an award-winning artist and 
photographer, as well as ardent runner, who frequently explores issues 
of identity and race through his work.

Simone Doing | midweststorylab.com | Simone is a visual artist, youth work-
er, and museum educator involved in projects that reflect her interest in 
ethics, technology, and local community issues. She is co-founder of 
the multimedia studio Midwest Story Lab, and the artist collective So-
larpunk Surf Club, and is currently pursuing an MFA at the University 

of Wisconsin-Madison with her collaborative partner, Max Puchalsky.
Thomas Yonash | thomasyonash.com | A freelance photographer, Tommy’s 

work combines people and landscapes, often focusing on the con-
nection between the two. His subjects are often posed, but in familiar 
environments playing on the idea that spaces are created, established, 
and framed in a theatrical way. With this thinking, even landscapes are 
shaped to document people.

Yvette Pino | yvettempino.com | Yvette served with the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion from 2002-2006 and then earned a BFA from the UW-Madison in 
2011, followed by a Certificate in Museum Studies from Northwestern 
University in 2018. She currently works for The Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum as the Traveling Art Exhibit Coordinator, serves on the Mad-
ison Arts Commission, sits on the board of the National Veteran Art 
Museum, and founded/runs the Veteran Print Project. She has published 
stories with The Warhorse and in See Me for Who I am: Student Veter-
ans’ Stories of War and Coming Home. n
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Your financial needs are unique.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with flame 
design) in the U.S. Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., a registered 
investment adviser. © 2019 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (08/19) 

Whether you want to provide for your loved ones, support the organizations that are important to you, or plan for your own comfortable 
retirement, I can help you plan for your goals. I’ll look at all aspects of your finances, then find solutions that are right for your unique 
needs. I’ll be there to adjust your plan as life unfolds. When you have the right advisor, life can be brilliant.

608.819.0520 
2501 West Beltline Hwy, Ste 301 
Madison, WI 53713 
shannon.m.anderson@ampf.com  
ameripriseadvisors.com/
shannon.m.anderson

Shannon M. Anderson  
CFP®, ADPA®  
Financial Advisor

Eventus Wealth Advisors 
A private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise Financial 
Services, Inc.

NORMALLY THESE KINDS OF INTERVIEWS start with a, “I rolled into the 
lobby of Hotel X and discovered that so and so dresses casually,” kind of 
things but as it turns out, I’ve been married to my interviewee for 19 years 
this month, and because of Covid we are living together in Appleton for 
the first time in three years. She came home to me, and to Appleton, once 
Hollywood shut down and it was obvious there would be no roles in the 
near future. She’d been sleeping on her manager’s couch and going to 
auditions and was otherwise waiting for a movie that she was going to be 
playing the lead in to be fully cast; it was meant to start filming in April, 
of course, because that’s just our luck. But it’s just your luck, dear reader, 
to hear from Rachel Crowl, who has been acting off and on for 30 years, 
and who, somewhere in the middle of things, transitioned from being 
an off-Broadway actor who got great reviews in The New York Times to 
being a photographer/videographer (“pixel pusher” is how she puts it) 
for Lawrence University to reclaiming her acting career again, after the 
age of 40. Also, coincidentally, I’ve written two—now very old—books 
about our relationship, both written before she transitioned.

In the time period between when I wrote my books (2004 and 2007) 
and her transition, the world changed as a result of the remarkable ef-

forts of trans advocates and activists and our allies. Trans rights have 
become an incredible, necessary part of the LGBTQ movement’s push 
for progress, so much so that the remarkable documentary on trans rep-
resentation in visual media Disclosure now exists, so we started there.

What are your thoughts about Disclosure?

Ahh, Disclosure was magic! I’m so grateful that they made that docu-
mentary and that it seems to be resonating with audiences. It’s important 
to understand how trans people have been seen on the big and small 
screens, to learn from that, and most importantly act on it.

We know that you’ll get better, genuine performances if you cast ac-
cordingly. For instance, an Asian-American actor is going to understand 
on an intrinsic subconscious level what that experience has been like 
and if you cast a white actor in that part they’re going to have to find 
a way to work that into the performance. It’s the same thing with trans 
characters. From a purely artistic viewpoint, it’s ridiculous. It’s like 
trying to do two levels of acting at the same time.

That’s what it’s like when I see a cisgender man play a transwoman. 

I’m not much of an activist. 
It doesn’t come naturally 

to me, to be honest. 
But I’ve found that if I strive 

to be the best damn actor 
I can be, I can help to change 

the narrative about 
trans people.

Acting 2.0
Author Helen Boyd dishes with her spouse, actor Rachel Crowl, on what it was like to return to acting 

after transition, as well as her experience playing multiple gender roles on stage.

  TRANS REPRESENTATION      COVID-19      THEATER  
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me. I remember being in the rehearsal room and realizing that I was 
the only white person and thinking, “This feeling you’re feeling right 
now, Rachel? This is what everybody else in this room feels almost all 
of the time.”

So I ended up playing ALL the bad white people in the show, and I 
loved every single minute of it. I played 16 different characters. It was 
like getting to be in the best episode of Saturday Night Live ever!

And yet, it was more than that. I know my privilege as a white person, 
and even though I’ve tried to educate myself, there was so much about 
Native American history that I just didn’t know. It changed me.

I’m extremely passionate now about doing things that can help my 
Native brothers and sisters. When you spend 10 months living within 
their world you learn things. When we had a majority Native audience, 
that was the most magical experience I’ve ever had as an actor. It was 
like going to church. Hearing their laughter (and their sobs) changed me.

Somehow that doesn’t surprise me. There is so much respect  
within Indigenous communities for complicated genders and for 
other marginalized experiences. You now play all the genders, 
which seems, well, unusual and unusually cool. Do your colleagues 
or your audience find it harder to accept you in one gender or the 
other?

So far, no. That’s been both a surprise and a blessing. Even when I 
play men, people don’t seem to have an issue with calling me “Rachel” 
or understanding I’m a woman playing a masculine role.

As someone who was just about to be the lead in a film when Covid 
and quarantine hit, how are you faring?

Whew. I really feel like I was about to “blow up” this year. I had the 
lead role in a feature film that was supposed to shoot in April and May, 
and of course that didn’t happen. But also, my time at OSF had put me in 
front of a lot of people who have actual power when it comes to casting, 
and when I was in LA at the beginning of the year, I was fortunate enough 
to have some amazing meetings. And then, the pandemic. It’s hard. But 
I also remind myself that every single actor I know is going through the 
same thing. Production of all kinds is shut down, and we’re all trying to 
figure out how to make it happen. The funny thing, though, is that despite 
Covid, I’ve still gotten auditions for amazing things. I had the opportuni-
ty to do an online version of Macbeth with Patrick Page and some other 
amazing actors as part of Stars in the House, and that gave me a lot of life. 
Hopefully, when we as Americans pull out heads out of our collective 
asses and treat this pandemic seriously, I’ll still have that “buzz” around 
me. I’m super hopeful. I’ve put in the work, and dammit, I’m a really 
good actor. I feel like something amazing is just around the corner.

What about activism? How much pressure do you feel to “repre-
sent” all trans people?

I’m not much of an activist. It doesn’t come naturally to me, to be 
honest. But I’ve found that if I strive to be the best damn actor I can be, 
I can help to change the narrative about trans people. When you present 
people with excellence, they almost have to sit up and take notice. The 
most rewarding moments of my acting career 2.0 is having audience 
members come up to me after a show saying things like, “You were so 
good! I forgot you were trans and realized it didn’t matter.”

That’s not nothing. I hope it’s my form of making “good trouble” as 
the late, great John Lewis implored us. n

I’m watching him perform transness AS WELL as the actual arc of 
the character. And the two levels almost always show! Casting a trans 
person in a trans role automatically gets you a level of authenticity that 
doesn’t have to be performed because it’s already a lived experience and 
that means the actor now just has to focus on the character.

But it’s also really important for audiences to actually see the diver-
sity that exists in this world. Especially for people to see themselves 
represented truthfully on the screen or the stage.

Disclosure really points this out in a way that’s awesome. Because, 
quite frankly, who the hell wants to see yet another shitty false represen-
tation? I certainly don’t!

I found the way Disclosure pointed out how much representation 
teaches trans people about themselves—in really dysfunctional 
ways—very moving. Having started our work so long ago, when 
there were so few representations, all of them bad, I’m amazed 
we found any examples of 
healthy, good examples of 
transitioned people and transi-
tioned relationships. Bad rep-
resentation is such a plague—
not just in media, but in our 
actual lives. I mean, we had 
no good examples of either, 
back in the day, and despite 
your having such an incredibly 
successful off-Broadway career 
and being reviewed well in the 
Times, it all got so complicated 
really fast. So why did you quit 
acting?

Yeah, I really had it all going 
for me for a while there. Ha!

Even within that success 
though, I knew that dealing with 
my gender was a thing that was 
going to happen; it was just a 
question of when. And because 
you are awesome, I actually had 
the opportunity to do just that.

It meant—at least for me—that 
I was going to have to quit being an actor. When I transitioned in the 
mid-aughts the world looked very different than it does now. The oppor-
tunities for a trans actor just weren’t there.

I always say that the only roles it seemed that were open to me 
post-transition were either a “dead body the cops make a joke about” or 
a “live body the cops make a joke about.” I’d been playing leading roles 
off-Broadway and I really couldn’t see myself doing any of that.

Also, it’s important to point out that I really needed time in this world 
as a woman to really consider acting again. I’m not a trained actor, it’s 
all just instinct for me (and learning from every amazing actor I worked 
with). And at that time, I just didn’t have any experience as a woman to 
draw upon, so in essence I would have been performing that double-lev-
el of acting that I mentioned earlier. And I’m not a fan of that.

To be honest, I thought it was a fair trade: if I give up the acting ca-
reer, hopefully I could have a good quality of life as a woman. At least 
that’s the deal I thought I was making with the universe.

So I retired. The word “retired” felt better, like it was an active 
choice, y’know?

I remember you called it your “Michael Jordan retirement” 
because people understood that. Still, you spent a decade doing 
other things and actually managed that good quality of life as a 
woman. I remember that you wouldn’t even come see theatre with 
me, though, too, because it was painful to have given that up. So 
how and why did you start acting again?

In June of 2016 you had gotten an email from Savannah Bloch (the 
director/writer of And Then There Was Eve) asking if I would audition 
for the film. That ask happened at the perfect time. I was mad at my 
boss, tired of my job, and really wanted to get back to making art (at the 
time I thought it was going to be music) so I decided, what the hell, and 
auditioned. Five days later, I got the role, and three weeks after that I 
was in Los Angeles and they were yelling “action.”

It was a wild ride but I’m so grateful that it happened. Acting is my 
favorite thing to do in the whole world, and I feel very blessed to have 

been given a second chance at it.
I quit that job, raised some 

money, and moved to LA at the 
end of the year and it was off to 
the races, and ultimately the Ore-
gon Shakespeare Festival (OSF), 
which was a dream gig.

You are so good at finding 
a window when a door has 
closed. What happened at the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival? 

My first year at OSF I ended up 
playing Pistol in Shakespeare’s 
Henry V. The role is male but 
they’d cast a woman to play it, 
which was super cool. And when 
she had a family emergency, I 
went on. I thought, “Y’know, I 
spent a long time playing guys, 
and now I’m being asked to play 
a guy, so why not really go for it 
and play a dude? It’s not like I 
don’t have any experience in that 
world.”

And I’m so glad I did. There was something so liberating in letting 
gender go and just running with it. It didn’t affect my identity, and I had 
such a unique insight into toxic masculinity (Pistol is an asshole) from 
having been socialized male, that what might have been an obstacle was 
instead an opportunity.

At some point during the run of that show, the 1491s, a Native Amer-
ican sketch comedy troupe, saw the show. They were working on Be-
tween Two Knees which was going to be in the next season at OSF and 
were on the lookout for people they wanted to cast. And boom, they 
wanted me!

Tell me more about Between Two Knees.

Between Two Knees is an unapologetic black comedy about Native 
American experience. It’s dark and funny, and it pulls no punches, espe-
cially when it comes to white people (who, let’s be frank, fully deserve 
it when it comes to our treatment of Native peoples).

I was the only white cast member. That was a new experience for 

Clockwise from the right: Rachel in Between 
Two Knees, voting this past spring in Appleton 
with wife Helen Boyd, and playing Pistol in 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival’s Henry V.
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I decide if I consider you a friend based on the 
way you behave and treat me and I am allowed 
at any time to withdraw my understanding of 
you as a friend if you engage in harmful behav-
ior. Senator Carpenter is no ally to me or my 
communities so long as he supports this kind 
of legislation, but he can be an ally again by 
changing his behavior and approaches, and by 
learning and doing better. And in the end, that’s 
all I’m ever asking white queer folks in this col-
umn: to do better, be better, continually. 

Ally is not something you achieve, a 
certificate that says, “I did it! I stopped being 
racist!” Being an ally (or comrade, accomplice 
or whatever language you prefer when talking 
about how you align yourself with marginalized 
folks) is a commitment to justice that is hard 
and uncomfortable, but dedicating ourselves 
to addressing and resisting all oppressions, not 
simply the ones that impact us, is the only way 
we can achieve collective liberation.

Your local fierce black femme on a mission,
Sami n

DEAR QUEER WHITE PEOPLE,  
I’m back! Did you miss me? I’m here to talk 

to you about how being an ally is a lifelong 
commitment doing the work, personally and 
politically, to create a just world. Specifically, I 
would like to talk about one white queer making 
news lately: out State Senator Tim Carpenter.

Here’s some context. In June, Senator 
Carpenter was physically assaulted when he 
tried to take photos of protesters taking down 
statues at the Capitol in the middle of the night 
after being repeatedly told not to do so for the 
protection of those involved. The next month, 
Senator Carpenter co-authored new proposed 
legislation that “would make damaging or 

defacing any structure, plaque, statue, painting 
or other monument of historical significance on 
public property or maintained by a government 
entity a felony punishable by up to three and a 
half years in prison and a $10,000 fine.” When 
this legislation was announced, state senate can-
didate Nada Elmikashfi and other progressive 
and radical activists like myself, took to social 
media to critique Carpenter. The proposed 
legislation is clearly an attempt to “get back” at 
the people who harmed the senator by making 

the action they were participating in at the time 
he was assaulted a felony. Senator Carpenter 
did not take well to these critiques and began 
responding in strange ways to Elmikashfi and 
me, such as repeatedly sharing screenshots of 
MLK quotes. Carpenter’s social media respons-
es got so out of control that the Democratic 
Party of Wisconsin got involved to condemn his 
behavior. He eventually released an apology.

I want to specifically talk about one tweet 
Carpenter sent to Elmikashfi in response to her 
critique of the legislation. He states:

“Sorry Nada-you don’t have a clue. I got 
legislation passed making it a felony for van-
dalizing churches/cemeteries-was that racial 
then-no! I’M ALREADY AN ALLY &don’t 
have to prove it to you. What if MLK, LGBTQ, 
Gandhi statues were smashed- would you feel 
the same? Bet you would!”

Dear queer white people, if you have to 
scream I’M ALREADY AN ALLY at a Black 
woman, you’re probably not actually an ally. 
Carpenter is not the first person to claim that 

one does not have to prove they are committed 
to social justice to any single person nor to 
claim that past actions solidify one’s claim to 
ally for life. I am here to disabuse you of these 
ideas. Being an ally is an active state of being 
requiring constant work (internal, interpersonal, 
and public) and engagement. When you behave 
in ways that do not align with the values of 
supporting those whose oppressions differ from 
yours, you are not being an ally. By introduc-
ing legislation that would further criminalize 
actions being primarily taken up in this moment 
by Black and radical activists, Senator Carpen-
ter is not being an ally. This doesn’t mean he 
has never acted as an ally in the past nor erase 
any previous good he has done, but one’s previ-
ous good does not ever remove someone from 
critique especially when that person is actively 

attempting to harm marginalized people.
Let me be extraordinarily clear: This 

legislation would harm marginalized people. 
Here in Madison we already see the way local 
and federal law enforcement apply the law 
heavily in regard to Black and radical activists, 
such as in the case of Yeshua Musa who was 
charged with two felonies for allegedly entering 
businesses on State Street with a megaphone 
and a baseball bat and allegedly threatening to 
do damage to their property if they did not give 
him free food (which he shared with houseless 
folks) or send money to his Venmo account. 
Musa could have easily been charged with dis-
orderly conduct and perhaps banned from these 
businesses, but instead authorities went with 
felony extortion of money and property—prop-
erty here being food. He could go to jail for 
40 years. Forty years. Any attempt to increase 
the reach and power of the prison industrial 
complex is absolutely a threat to justice and 
liberation in this country. Carpenter, therefore, 
is not behaving as an ally so long as he is sup-
porting this kind of legislation. Period.

But what does this have to do with the 
average queer white person who does not have 
the power to write and introduce legislation? It 
means that no matter how many protests you’ve 
been to or events you’ve organized or money 
you’ve donated or Black friends you have, you 
can do wrong; you can do harm. It’s inevitable. 
We mess up. Racism is so deeply embedded 
in our culture and in our minds that it comes 
out in all sorts of unexpected ways. When 
someone tells you have done or said something 
racist, when they tell you that you are not being 
an ally in this moment, do not scream, “I’M 
ALREADY AN ALLY & don’t have to prove 
it to you!” Do not pull out your resume of good 
things you have done before as if they cancel 
out the harmful thing you’ve just done. They do 
not. The only way you get to be considered an 
ally is to be one and keep being one, over and 
over and over again. Even when you mess up.

I tell my students that being an ally is a rela-
tionship not simply to a community but to indi-
viduals. In some ways, it’s like being a friend. 
You don’t get to tell me that you’re my friend, 
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Screaming You’re an Ally Doesn’t Make You One 
(Or, How Out State Senator Tim Carpenter Fucked Up)
After Black State Senate candidate Nada Elmikashfi challenged out State Senator Tim Carpenter on a bill he authored, he retaliated 
by bullying her on Twitter to the point where Twitter had to suspend his account. Dr. Sami Schalk returns to talk allyship.
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DR. SAMI SCHALK is an Assistant 
Professor of Gender & Women’s Studies 
at UW-Madison. Her research focuses 
on disability, race, and gender in 
contemporary American literature and 
culture, especially African American 
literature, speculative fiction, and 
feminist literature.
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No matter how many protests you’ve 
been to or events you’ve organized or 
money you’ve donated or Black friends 
you have, you can do wrong; you can do 
harm. It’s inevitable. We mess up. 
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  CHECK YOUR ASSUMPTIONS  

Second, check your assumptions about 
what your partner needs, and then check again 
later. Check out that sentence at the end of the 
last paragraph. Did you read the assumption 
in there? There’s an assumption your partner 
might want a reprieve from processing other 
people’s feelings about their gender when 
they’re with you. But that may not be true for 
your partner or it may only be true sometimes.

Checking assumptions means noticing when 
I assume I know what my partner wants or 
needs and acting without asking them. It’s real-
ly important to ask your partner. For example, 
“I am thinking you need a break from hearing 
about other peoples’ experiences of your 
gender. When you’re open to it, I would like 
to share some of what’s been going on for me. 
Let me know when we can talk about it.” This 
might give them the option to talk when and if 
they want to and checks your assumption about 
their needs.

  QUESTION AND PLAY WITH YOUR OWN GENDER  

Third, start questioning and playing with 
your own gender. One of the most wonderful 
parts of being a cisgender partner of a non-bi-
nary person is that witnessing his experience 
creates room for my own exploration. His 
willingness to live in integrity inspires me to 
check in with my own gender curiosity and 
defaults. It creates room for me to fortify my 
own gender-integrity in response.

  BE AN ALLY TO YOUR PARTNER  

Finally, be your partner’s strongest ally. 
They will be doing some incredibly brave work 
in the world, and sometimes it will be exhaust-
ing. It’s critical that you two create a sense of 
unity and teamwork when you face oppression 
so neither of you feel abandoned.

Remember the road to true allyship is never 
smooth. Have some humility as you learn 
to support your partner and other trans and 
non-binary folx in meaningful ways. Becoming 
a solid ally and a strong team takes intentional 
practice, so do give yourself space to learn, and 
make mistakes—but always challenge yourself 
to learn from, repair, and make changes when 
mistakes are made.

In our 10 years together, I’ve seen many 
wonderful people who couldn’t stay in rela-
tionship through a non-binary coming out. 
I’ve been deeply saddened watching so many 

wonderful people harmed by multiple layers 
of oppression lose some of their strongest 
supporters.

Transgender and nonbinary folks and their 
partners already face so many additional 
barriers, it is my hope to help you have a few 
tools to boost your relationship’s resilience to 
keep supportive and nurturing partnerships, no 
matter your place in a coming out process. n

WHEN RAE CAME OUT as non-binary trans, our 
friends treated it like a death sentence for our 
relationship. None of us had seen a couple suc-
cessfully stay together through transition. The 
statistics from the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force on couples making it successfully 
through coming out looked bleak. 

Rae and I knew there might be challenges 
and set out to create a resilient experience for 
our partnership through whatever surprises 
might come up. I want to share several of the 
things that kept us together while we watched 
other non-binary and cisgender partnerships 
fall apart around us from my perspective as a 
cisgender partner of a non-binary trans person 
and as a couple therapist.

The pressures of oppression are so great for 
transfolks and their families already. It breaks 
my heart to add breakups in the mix. Even if a 

couple can’t stay together, my hope is by shar-
ing some of the resiliency factors that helped 
us, it might help others reflect on their relation-
ships and stay compassionately connected in 
queer community.

  HOLD SPACE FOR YOUR OWN CONCERNS  

First, as a cisgender partner it’s important 
to hold space for your own concerns about the 
change in your relationship’s perception by 
others. Your partner will still be the same per-
son, but the world around them will begin to 
respond to them, and to the two of you, differ-
ently. It’s okay to have questions or concerns, 
and for you to seek out support to process that 
with a trustworthy professional. Your partner 
will be facing lots of other people’s projections 
about their identity and will likely need a break 
from that within your relationship.
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A Relationship in Transition
Dr. Gina Senarighi explores ways a relationship can prioritize both support and 
self care when a partner decides to transition.

GINA SENARIGHI, Ph.D., CPC is a 
Madison-based certified relationship 
coach, retreat leader, speaker, and author 
specializing in human connection, 
intimacy, authenticity, shame-resilience, 
and alternative relationships. 

Senarighi’s latest book, Love More, Fight Less: 
Communication Skills Every Couple Needs: A Relationship 
Workbook for Couples came out in July.
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make an olive oil cake for his customers at 
his restaurant. I gave him a Sicilian Olive 
Oil Cake that he described as having “deli-
cate citrus notes and a rich olive oil flavor.” 
We gave it a test run, and it was a huge hit! 

It didn’t take long before Dave Heide, 
owner of Lilliana’s, Charlie’s on Main, and 
Little John’s reached out to ask about a part-
nership that would feature my key lime pies 
on his menu. Growing up on the west side 
of Madison, I can recall many times when 
my family and I would all enjoy gumbo, 
etouffee, and beignets from Lilianna’s, so 
needless to say, it did not take any real con-
vincing for me to jump on board. With Dave 
and his Sous-Chef Rachel’s help, I have now 
been able to move my workspace from the 
garage to a fully functional kitchen space 
at Charlie’s on Main. This has allowed me 
to take on more clients and has even helped 
connect me to a few local businesses here in 
Sun Prairie, including Primal Cue Barbecue 
Catering, Salvatore’s Tomato Pies, and even 
the West Main Street Farmer’s Market.  

They say that cooks cook to nourish the 
soul, and that is precisely what I hope to 
bring to the table with my baking. With 
everything we as a society are facing right 
now, my hope is simply to continue to bring 
a little moment of relief to folks in times 
where relief seems hard to come by. n

HELLO! MY NAME IS GAVIN, and I am the 
owner and baker of The Baker’s Table of 
Sun Prairie. The Baker’s Table got its big 
debut by pure luck after a family member of 
mine suggested I enter a photo in the “Safe 
at Home Challenge: Quarantine bake-off” 
hosted by Channel 3000. “You can nail this,” 

she told me, and lo-and-behold, she was 
right. The photograph I submitted was the 
first of now many homemade key lime pies 
topped with a spiral of swiss meringue and 
thin slices of candied limes. The prize for 
the contest was a $10 gift card for Michael’s 
Frozen Custard, but the real reward came 

in the form of numerous 
calls for orders. In May 
of this year, armed with 
nothing more than a small 
toaster oven and a folding 
table my husband built for 
me, I officially launched 
The Baker’s Table of 
Sun Prairie, which I ran 
entirely from my home. 

After about a month of 
business, I was contacted 
by Dino Maniaci, Owner 
of WOOF’S and D’Vino, 
who asked me if I could 
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At Home in the Kitchen
Gavin Logan shares how he’s bringing his passion business to life, 

as he’s turned The Baker’s Table of Sun Prairie into a robust b2b bakery, 
providing his creations to top area restaurants.

Photographed by Melanie Jones for Our Lives magazine.
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THE SCARIEST MOMENT of my life was when I came out as nonbinary for 
the first time. Knowing I would be accepted by my mother did nothing 
to stop a day’s worth of panic attacks. The experience was so terrifying 
that it would take a week to build up the nerve to come out to my dad. 
Luckily, he did not mind one bit that I had come out to my mom first.

“Lucky” has become a familiar word since I came out. I am lucky 
my family accepted me and that I am quarantining in a safe space. I am 
lucky my white privilege shields me from the worst transphobia. And I 
am lucky my school district has explicit policies protecting trans youth.

Two years ago, the Madison Metropolitan School District implement-
ed the Guidance & Policies to Support Trans, Nonbinary & Gender-Ex-
pansive Students, outlining how the district will support these vulnerable 
youth. The Guidance & Policies codified many prior practices, such as 
using students’ correct name and pronouns, as well as dictating how 
school facilities must be accessible, such as ensuring there is an “all gen-
der” restroom in every building. Closets were converted into restrooms 
and...that’s about it. Many of the big changes proposed in the Guidance 
& Policies, such as curriculum changes and building locker rooms for 
nonbinary individuals take time. But trans, nonbinary, and gender-ex-
pansive students will tell you: there is more that could have been done 
and needs to happen.

I am lucky to have these protections, but I am not grateful.
Trans, nonbinary, and gender-expansive youth deserve to have equal 

rights and equal treatment in our schools. We should not have to be 
lucky to be respected as human beings. Sadly, America has a long way 
to go. According to the 2017 GLSEN National School Climate Survey, 
35% of LGBTQ+ youth felt unsafe at their school because of their gen-
der and 44% felt unsafe because of their gender expression. Forty-two 
percent of trans, nonbinary, and gender-expansive students were prohib-
ited, by their school, from using their correct name and pronouns.

Why should trans, nonbinary, and gender-expansive youth be grateful 
that their family is accepting? We deserve love and respect, regardless.

The reality of living with an unsupportive family is frightening, yet 
all too common. The 2015 Dane County Youth Assessment found that 
trans youth are three times more likely to be hit by a parent and over 
four times more likely to have experienced homelessness than their cis 
peers. I personally know trans youth who have been told that if they ever 
come out as gay or trans they will be kicked out of the house. Too many 
trans and nonbinary youth are also sent to conversion therapy; a 2019 
study by the TREVOR Project found that 57% of these students had 
attempted suicide in the previous year.

It is vital to note that racism compounds discrimination against BI-
POC (Black, Indigenous, and People of Color) transgender, nonbinary, 
and gender-expansive folx. Studies measuring homelessness, suicide 
attempts, job insecurity, sexual assault, violence, and murder of trans 
people track drastic contrasts between BIPOC and white trans folx. For 
example, according to the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey, 38% of BI-

POC trans folx lived in poverty compared to 24% of white trans people.
America needs radical change in public school curricula and policies 

which ensure trans, nonbinary, and gender-expansive safety, inclusion, 
and representation. There must be an effort by both federal and state 
governments to create intersectional standards on LGBTQ+ representa-
tion in curricula and protections for students. Coined by Professor Kim-
berlé Crenshaw, “intersectionality” refers to the relationships between 
different identities, including race, LGBTQ+ identity, and religion. 
Racism, both within the LGBTQ+ community and without, have meant 
the narratives and acceptance of BIPOC LGBTQ+ folks are ignored. For 
every Harvey Milk, there is a Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera.

At the same time, schools must work to create a positive and safe 
environment for LGBTQ+ students, especially BIPOC LGBTQ+ youth. 
Students should not feel unsafe walking in the halls or sharing their sto-
ry. Schools also need to push LGBTQ+ clubs to be inclusive of BIPOC 
folks, students with disabilities, of all religions, and every identity. Only 
intersectionality can lead to real inclusion.

When I return to school, I will introduce myself as nonbinary for the 
first time. I honestly cannot anticipate the reaction. Hopefully, if our 
activism is successful, the next generation of trans youth will find every 
school a safe space. n
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Lucky, but not Grateful 
Amira Pierotti is nonbinary student leading a campaign, 
Protect Gender Confidentiality, to raise awareness about 
a lawsuit challenging MMSD’s Guidance & Policies to Protect 
Transgender, Nonbinary, & Gender-Expansive Youth.

MMSD’s Guidance & Policies to Protect Transgender, Nonbinary, 
& Gender-Expansive Youth is currently being challenged in a lawsuit. 
Amira is leading a campaign, Protect Gender Confidentiality, to raise 
awareness about this lawsuit and its impact on trans youth. Amira is also 
a student representative for their school’s Gender Equity club which, 
represented by the ACLU of Wisconsin, ACLU LGBT Project, and Quarles 
& Brady LLP have joined the lawsuit to defend MMSD’s guidance.

Gender Confidentiality Under Fire
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